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General Court-Martil 


WIEZPY itn en 


HELD IN THE 


_ Council-Chamber at Whitehall, on Wedneſday 
the 14th, and continued by ſeveral Adjourn- 
ments to Tueſday the 2oth of December 
1757, upon the Trial of Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Sir JOHN MORDAUNT, by Virtue 
of his MajesTyY's Warrant, bearing Date 
the 3d Day of the ſame Month, 
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GEORGE R. 


TXT HEREAS Lientenant General Sir 
 Fohbn Mordaunt was appointed by us 
 / Commander in Chief of our Forces ſent on 

an Expedition to the Coaſt of France, and 


received Orders and Inſtructions relative 
thereunto from us, under our royal Sign Ma- 
nual, and alſo by one of our principal Secre- 


taries of State: And whereas the ſaid Lieu- 


tenant General is now in Arreſt by our Com- 


mand, for diſobeying our ſaid Orders and In- 


ſtruCtions, which Charge we have thought 
fit ſhould be inquired into by a General 
Court Martial: Our Will and Pleaſure is, 


that a General Court Marſhal be forthwith 


held upon this Occaſion, which is to conſiſt 


_ of our right Truſty and well beloved James 
_ Lord Tyrawly, Lieutenant General of our 


Forces, whom we do appoint to be Preſident 


thereof, and of our right Truſty and well. 


beloved Charles Lord Cadogan, our truſty and 
well beloved John Gu:/e, Richard Onſlow, Hen- 
ry Pulteney, Sir Charles Howard, Knight of the 


Bath, John Huſke, our right truſty and well 


beloved Counſellor John Lord De Lawarr, our 


_ truſty and well beloved James Cholmondeley, 
Lieutenant Generals; our truſty and well be- 
loved Maurice Bocland, our right truſty and | 
well beloved Couſin /ilham Earl of Panmure, , 


our truſty and well beloved Kerr, 


commonly called Earl of Ancram, our right 


truſty and well beloved Couſins /llam Earl 
of Harrington, and George Earl of Albermarle, 
our truſty and welli beloved Henry Holmes, 
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[4] 
Alexaner Dury, John Weoftyn, Edward Carr, 


Major Generals of our Forces; our truſty and 


' well beloved Colonels J/illiam Kingſley, Alex- 


ander Duroure, and Bennet Neel, all of whom, 


or the ſaid Preſident, together with any 
Twelve, or more, of the ſaid other Officers, 
_ may. conſtitute the. ſaid General Opurt 
Martial: And you are to order the Pro- 


voſt Martial General, or his Deputy, to give 
Notice to the ſaid Prefident and Officers, 


and all others whom it may concern, when 


and where the ſaid Court Martial is to be 
held, and to ſummon ſuch Witnefles, as 


| ſhall be able to give 'Teſtimony in :this Mat- 


ter; the ſaid Provoſt Martial General and 
his Deputy being thereby directed to obey 
your Orders, and give Attendance, where it 


ſhall be requiſite : And we do further autho- 


rize and empower the faid Court Martial, to 
hear and examine all fuch Matters. and hes 


formations as ſhall be brought before them, 


touching the Charge aforeſaid, and proceed 


in the Tryal of the ſaid Lieutenant General 


Sir Fohn Mordaunt, and imgiving of Sentence 
according to the Rules of Military Diſcipline; 
which faid Sentence you are to-return to our 
Secretary at War, to be laid before'us for our 
Conſideration. And, for ſo doing, this, ſhall 
be, as well to you, as'to the ſaid Court Mar- 
tial, and all others concerned, a ſufficient War- 
rant. Given at our Court at St. James's this 


_ Third Day of December 1757, in the Thirty 


Firſt Year of our Reign. 
= By his MaJesTY's Command, 


HOLDERNESSE. 


To our -Truſty and well beloved 


Thomas Morgan, Eſq; Judge 
Advocate General of our For- 
£es, or his Deputy, 


———_—__ww ___ 


At a GENERAL COURT MARTIAL, 
held in the Council Chamber at //h:tehall on 
HWedneſday the 14th, and continued by ſeveral 
 Adjournments to Tueſday the 20th of December 1757, 


by virtue of his Majeſty's ſpecial Warrant, bearing 


\ Date the 3d Day of the ſame MITH, 


LIEUT. GeN. James Lorp TYRAWLY, Preſident. 
([CHaRLEs Lord CaDoGaAN, 
| Jonun Guise, | 
RicHARD ONnsLow, | 
_ 4 Henry PULTENEY, WY 
Sir CHARLES HowaRD, | | 
| Jonun Husxs, | 
Joun Lord DELAwWaRR, . OY 
LJavezs CHOLMONDELEY. ge 3 


LIEv. SRETKAL 


LEES, (MavrIcE BocLawy, | 


WILLIAM EARL of PANMURE, 
WiILLIaM EARL OF ANCRAM, 
WiLLIaM EARL OF HARRINGTON, 


ALEXANDER DURY, 
Joun MosTyN, 
LEDWARD CaRR. 


s | Henry Holmes, 


MAJOR GENERAL 


COLONEL Witt KINGSLEY, 
CoLoxtL ALEXANDER DUROURE, 
_ _Coroxtr BENnNer Nozl, 
Cat. Govurd DeevTY Jupce 4 DVOCATE GexERAL. 


HE Members being met, and duly ſworn, (the 
Judge Advocate being alſo ſworn, and proſecuting in 


his Majeſty's Name,) 
LizvTENANT GENERAL SIR JOHN Morxnaun' came 


Priſoner before the Court, and the tollowing Charge was ex- 


A 3 | hibited 
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[6] 
hibited againſt him, v/z. * That he being appointed by the 
« King Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's Forces, ſent 
* on an Expedition to the Coaſt of France, and taving re- | 
* ceived Orders and InſtruQtions relative thereto from his 
* Majeſty, under his Royal Sign Manual, and alſo by one of 
* his principal Secretaries of State, hath diſobeyed his Ma- 


« jeſty's ſaid Orders and InſtruQtions.” 

An EnTxy in a Book of Mr. Secretary Pitt*'s Office being 
proved upon Oath by Robert Wood, Eſq; appointing the faid 
Lieutenant General Sir Fohn Mordaunt General and Com- 


 mander in Chief of all and ſingular his Majeſty's Troops and 


Land Forces appointed or to be appointed for a ſecret Expe- 


_ dition for his Majeſty's Service, bearing Date the 3d of Au- 


guſt, 1157, was read. P, 
he RicuT HonovuRaBLEt WILLIAM PitrT, Eſq; one 


of his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State being ſworn, 


and queſtioned touching his Majeſty's InſtruQtions to Lieute- 
nant General Sir Febn Mordaunt relative to the ſaid Expedi- 


| tion, ſaid, That he had the Honour of receiving ſuch In- 
 ſtruftions from his Majeſty under his Royal Sign Manual, 
which he gave to Mr. Woe his under Secretary, in order to. 


his delivering them to Sir Fobn Mordaunt. 
_ APapxx, purporting to be a Letter, dated London, Fuly 
the 15th 1757, from Captain (now Lieutenant Colonel) 
Clark, was ſhewn to Mr. Secretary Pitt, and he being de- 
ſired to inform the Court, whether he knew the ſaid Letter to 
have been at any Time communicated to Sir Fobn Mordaunt, 


_ anſwered, That the ſame is the original Letter, which was 
delivered to him by Sir Fohn (now Lord) Ligonier, and pro- 


duced by him before the Lords of the Cabinet, and that the 


Matter of this Letter afterwards made the Subje& of two _ 


Nights Converſation ; Sir Fobn Mordaunt and Major Gene- 


_ ral Conway examining, and almoſt croſs examining Mr. Clark 
- concerning every Matter contained therein, and a great deal | 


more, that the Letter led to I 
_ AnoTHEeR PaPxR, purporting to be a Minute, taken in_ 
Arlington-ſireet in Auguſt 1757, containing an Examination of | 


 Fofeph Thierry, a French Pilot, was ſhewn to Mr. Secretary 


Pitt, who was deſired to inform the Court, whether he re- 


members ſuch Examination, and whether the ſeveral Perſons 
were preſent, who appear upon the Face of the ſaid Minute 


to have been at that Meeting ; to which he anſwered, 'That 
the Meeting being at Lord Holderneſſe's Houſe, this Lordſhip 
held the Pen, and not he; that the Paper now ſhewn him 1s 
an exact Tranſcript of what was reduced into writing, as the 

| Subſtance 


[7]. 


Subſtance of the Examination of the Pilot, but is by no 
Means the whole of it; as he underwent a very long and 
cloſe Croſs Examination for two Hours together, throughout 
which he eſtabliſhed the FaQs with a Readineſs and Preſence 
of Mind, that few Men in higher Life are equal to. 

A Paprxx entitled Memoire fur la Force attuelle de Ia France, 
EF les Services, aux quels Elle eft employee dans P Anne 17 57,— 
and docketed, as received July 28th, 1757, and communi- 

cated, at a Meeting at Lord FHlderneſſe's Houſe, to the Ge- 
nerals appointed for an Expedition to the Coaſt of France, 
being alſo ſhewn to Mr. Secretary Pitt, he was deſired to ſpeak 
to the Authenticity of that Paper, and as to its having been 
communicated to Sir Fobn Mordaunt : — He thereupon in- 
formed the Court, that the Paper came through Lord Ho/- 
derneſſe's Department, and was introduced by his Lordſhip at 
a Meeting, where Sir oon Mordaunt and Major General 
Conway were preſent. It was a Paper, on which much Re- 
lance was had by the King's Servants, as coming from one 
of their moſt confidential Correſpondents, and was then pro- 
duced as a Piece of Intelligence, to which they gave much 
Credit; and a ſubſequent Proof of its Authenticity is, that 
Advice has ſince been received of the Court of France having 
been obliged, upon the Alarm being taken, to march her + 
Horſe and Foot Guards from Paris. He added, that he re- 
members one, or both of thoſe Gentlemen, (viz. Sir John 
Mordaunt and Major General Conway) roſe up, and looked 
at the Paper more than once, and with Pen and Ink noted 
down ſeveral FaQas from it, and a good deal of 'Time was 
engaged in Diſcourſe upon the Subject. NY 
Mr. Secretary Pitt being aſked, whether Copies of either 
of the three laſt mentioned Papers were delivered to Sir Fobr: 
Mordaunt ? | Fe, ” 
Anſwered, he cannot recolle&; whether Copies of them 
were put into his Hands ; from his Memory, he rather thinks 
not. | A | | FE a Wag | 

_ Two other Papers, the one purporting to be © Minutes 

 & of a Council of War held on Board the Neptune the 25th 
«© of September 1757,” and the other, ** Minutes of a 
« Council of War held on Board the Ramilies 28th Septem- 
& ber 1757,” were ſhewn to Mr. Pitt, who informed the 
Court, that theſe two Papers were delivered to him by Sir 
Fohn Mordaunt in the firſt Viſit, as he thinks, after his Re- 
turn; being to the ſame EffeR, as thoſe before tranſmitted to . 
him bv Sir Edward Hawke. | 


eat. the. 


A 4 | Mr. 


Mr. Secretary Pitt being aſked, by Sir Job Mordaunt's 
Deſire, whether he, Sir Fohn Mordaunt, did croſs examine 
either Lieutenant Colonel Clark, or the Pilat ? 

Anſwered: At this Diftance of 'Time, and, as he then 


| had no 'Thoughts of being examined on this diſagreeable Oc- 


caſion, he cannot take upon himſelf poſitively to ſay, by 


_ whomin particular the Queſtions were aſked; but he knows 
* a thorough Croſs Examination was made by ſome Military 


Gentlemen, ——he cannot ſay poſitively by Sir Fohn, —— in 


_ order to get at the Certainty, particularly as to the State of 


Rochefort. FL | 
Being aſked alſo, Whether the Pilot mentioned at the 

Council, that the taking of Fort Fouras by a Ship was prac- 

ticable ? DES RET RR 
Anſwered to this Effe& ; — 'That he remembers the taking 


of Fort Fouras by Sea was mentioned ; but that he went a- 
_ way from the Meeting with this Impreſſion, that nothing 
was clear about the taking of any Place by Sea, but /” //le 
 &@Aix ; he found no Anſwer that led him to believe, that a 


Ship could lye up near enough to Foxras to batter the Fort 
he wiſhed, he had. SE | | I 
A Cory of InſtruQtions was then read, being firſt proved 
on Oath by Robert Wood, Eſq; to be a true Copy of the 
Inſtructions, which he received from Mr. Secretary Pitt, 
under the Sign Manual ; and which he afterwards delivered to 


Sir Fohn Meordaunt, who read them in his Preſence, viz. 


© GEORGE R. 4; 
« Secret Inſtructions for our truſty and well beloved Sir 
© Fobn Mordaunt, Knight of the Bath, Lieutenant 


\ © General of our Forces, whom wekhave appointed Ge- 


© neral and Commander in Chief of all and ſingular our 
* Troops and Land Forces, appointed, or to beappointed, 
_ © for a ſecret Expedition for our Service, or for ſuch o- 
* ther Officer, on whom the Command in chief of our 
* ſaid Troops and Land Forces may devolve. Given at 
© our Court at Kenſington the 5th Day of Auguſt, 1757, 
© in the Thirty-firſt Year of Our Reign. . 
* Having by Our Commiſſion, bearing Date the third 
© Day of this Inſtant, appointed You to be General and Com- 
© mander in Chief of all and ſingular Our Forces, appointed 


© or tobe appojnted, for a ſecret Expedition : For your better 


« Diſcharge of the great and important 'Truit thereby re- 
s por in you, We have judged it proper to give you the fol- 
* lowing Inſtructions, is | 3 

a | © I. You 


a aA A aA a a aa aA aA 2 


_—_—- en TRIS OS. 


C- 
c 


© Forces and Fleet ſha!}, i:th ProſpeCt of Succeſs, ſtill admit 


19] 


©]. You ſhall immediately, upon the Receipt of theſe 
Our Inſtruftions, repair to the Iſle of Wight, where We 

have appointed Ships to convey You and the Forces under 
* your Command to the Coaſts of France; and ſo foon as 
the ſaid Forces ſhall be embarked, You ſhall accordingly 


proceed without Loſs of Time, under Convoy of a Squa- | 
dron of our Ships of War, commanded by our truſty and 
. well beloved Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of the Bath, 


Admiral of the Blue Squadron of our Fleet, whom we 


have appointed Commander in Chief of Our Ships to be 


employed in this Expedition ; the faid Admiral, or the 


Commander in Chiet of Our faid Ships for the Time be- 


ing, being inſtructed to co-operate with you, and to be 
aiding and aſſiſting in all ſuch Enterprizes, as by theſe Our 
Inſtrutions you ſhall be direfted to undertake for our Ser- 
VICe. 


© II. Whereas We have determined, with the Blefling of 


God, to proſecute the juſt War in which we are engaged 
againſt the French King with the utmoſt Vigour ; and it 
being highly expedient and of urgent Neceflity to make 
ſome Expedition, that may cauſe a Diverſion, and engage 
the Enemy to employ in their own defence, a conſiderable 
Part of their Forces, deſtined to invade and oppreſs the 
Liberties of the Empire, and to ſubvert the: Independency 
of Europe: And, if poſſible, to make ſome effettual Im- 


preſſion on the Enemy, which by diſturbing and ſhaking | 


the Credit of their publick Loans, impairing the Strength 
and Reſources of their Navy, as well as diſconcerting, and 
in part fruſtrating their dangerous and extenſive Operations 
of War, may refle&t Luftre on our Arms, and add Lite 


and Strength to the common Cauſe : And whereas we are 
perſuaded, that nothing, in the preſent . Situation of Af- 
fairs, can ſo ſpeedily and effentially annoy and diſtreſs Fraxce, 
as a ſucceſstyl Enterprize againſt Rechefort : Our Will and 
Pleaſure is, That.you do attempt, as far as ſhall be found 


practicable, a Deſcent, with the Forces under your Com- 
mand, on the French Coaſt, at or near Rochefert, in order 
to attack, if practicable, and, by a vigorous Impreſſion, 


force that Place; and to burn and deſtroy, to the utmoit of 


your Power, all Docks, Magazines, Arſenals, and Shippme, 


that ſhall be found there, and exert ſuch other Efforts, as 


' you ſhall judge moſt proper for annoying the Enemy. 
II. © After the Attempt on Rochefort ſhall either have 
ſucceeded, or failed ; and in Caſe the Circumſtances of our 


© of 
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BR : 
of further Operations; you are next to conſider Port 
POrient and Bourdeaux, as the moſt important ObjeQts of 
Our Arms, on the Coaſt of France: And Our Will and 
Pleaſure accordingly is, 'That you do proceed, ſucceſſively, 
to an Attempt on both, or either of thoſe Places, as ſhall 
be judged praCticable z or on any other Place, that ſhall be 
thought moſt adviſeable, from Bourdeaux homewards to 
Havre, in order to carry and ſpread, with as much Rapidity 
as may be, a warm Alarm along the Maritime Provinces 
of France, | LY | 
IV. © In Caſe, by the Bleſſing of God upon Our Arms, 
you ſhould make yourſelf Maſter of any Place on the Coaſt 
of France; Our Will and Pleaſure is, 'That you do not ' 
keep Poſleſſion thereof ; but that after demoliſhing and de- 
ftroying, as far as may be, all Works, Defences, Maga- 
Zines, Arſenals, Shipping, and Naval Stores, you do pro- 
ceed, ſucceſſively, on the ulterior Operations of this Ex- 
pedition, according as any of them ſhall be judged adviſe- 
able, and may be performed within ſuch Time, as ſhall be 


_ conſiſtent with your Return with the Troops under your 


Command, fo as to be in England at, or about, as near as 
may be, the End of September, unleſs the Circumſtances' 
of Our Forces and Fleet ſhall neceſſarily require their Re- 
turn ſooner: And you are to land the 'Troops at Portſmouth, 
or ſuch other of Our Ports, as the Exigency of the Caſe 
may ſuggeſt... CE | 
V. © Whereas it is neceſſary, that upon certain Occaſions 
you ſhould have the Aſſiſtance of a Council of War; We 
have thought fit to appoint ſuch a Council, which ſhall 
conſiſt of four of Our principal Land Officers, and of an 
cqual Number of Our principal Sea Commanders, includ- 
ing the Commanders in Chief of Our Land and Sea - 
Forces (except in Caſes happening at Land, relating to the 
carrying on any Military Operations, to be performed by 
Our Land Forces only, in which Caſes you may call a 
Council of War, conſiſting of , ſuch Officers of Our Land 
Forces as you ſhall think proper:) And all ſuch Land and 
Sea Officers, in the ſeveral Caſes before-mentioned, are 
hereby reſpeCively dire&ed, from Time to Time, to be 
aiding and aſſiſting with their Advice, fo often as they ſhall _ 
be called together by you, or by the Commander in Chief 
of our Squadron for that Purpole : And in all ſuch Councils 
of War, when aſſembled, the Majority of Voices ſhall 
determine the Reſolutions thereof; and in Caſe the Voices 
Bon happen to be equal, the Preſident ſhall have-the cabing 
vote, | 4 


| 


| 6-403 
VL. © And whereas the Succeſs of this Expedition will very 
much depend upon an entire good Underſtanding between 
Our Land and Sea Officers: We do hereby ſtrifly enjoin 
and require you, on your Part, to maintain and cultivate ſuch - 
ood Underſtanding and Agreement, and to order, that the 
Soldiers under your Command, ſhould man the Ships where 
there ſhall be Occaſion for them, and when they can be 
ſpared from the Land Service ; as the Commander in Chief 
_ of our Squadron 1s inſtructed, on his Part, to entertain and 
cultivate the ſame good Underſtanding and Agreement, and 
to order the Sailors and Marines, and alſo the Soldiers ſerving 
as Part of the Complements of Our Ships, to affiſt Our 
Land Forces, if judged expedient, by taking Poſt on Shore ; 
manning Batteries; covermg the Boats ; ſecuring the ſafe 
reimbarkation of the "Troops; and ſuch other Services at 
Land, as may be conſiſtent with the Safety of Our Fleet. 
And in order to eſtabliſh the ſtricteſt Union that may be, 
between you and the Commander in Chief of our Ships, you 
are hereby required to communicate theſe Inſtructions to 
him, and he will be direted to communicate thoſe, he ſhall 
| receive, to you. | 
© VIE. You ſhall, from Time to Time, and as you ſhall 
© have Opportunity, ſend conſtant Accounts of your Proceed- 
© ings, in the Execution of theſe Our InſtruQtions, to one of 
* Our principal Secretaries of State ; from whom you will re- 
© ceive ſuch farther Orders and Directions, as We may think 
© proper to give you. 


A 
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Tax Jupct ApvocareE then informed the Court, that 
he is not inſtructed to give up any Point, wherein Lieutenant 
General Sir Fohn Mordaunt ſhould appear to them, from the 
_ Enidence, to have diſobeyed his Majeſty's Orders and Inftruc- 
tions ; but the Matter which he thinks it is his Duty chiefly 
to inſiſt upon; as being the principal Obje&t of the Expedition, 
is a Diſobedience of the ſecond Article of the Inſtructions juſt 
_ now read, relative to the ** attempting, as far as ſhould be 
« found practicable, a Deſcent, with the Forces under his 
« Command, on the French Coaſt, at, or near Reochefort, in 

order to attack, if practicable, and, by a vigorous Impre\- 
. ſion, force that Place, and to burn and deſtroy, to the ut- 

moſt of his Power, all Docks, Magazines, Arſenals, and 
5 Shipping, that ſhould be found there, and exert ſuch other 
« Efforts, as he ſhould judge moſt proper for annoying the 
ER: | « Enemy 


ta} 
06 «© Fnemy .” —and that the Evidence ititended to be laid before 
them was principally applicable to that Point. 
The following Papers were then laid before the Court by 
the Judge Advocate, and read ;—ſome of them as referring to 
the above Inſtructions, and being i in the Nature of ſubſequent 
Orders confirming, ſtrongly enforcing, and in part explaining 
the ſaid InſtruQtions, and the others, either as introductory to 
the former, or as acknowledging the, Receipt of them ; viz. 


A Letter from Sir Fohn Mordaunt to Mr. Secretary Pitt, 
dated Iſle of Wight, 11th Auguſt 1757, ten at Night 
(proved upon Oath to have been received by Mr. Wood, and 


docketed by Mr. Rivers, and) admitted by Sir "2 Mor- 
aunt, VIZ, | S 


Sim, | 

© Being honoured with his Majeſty's Conmmend to corre- 
ſpond with you, I think it my Duty to acquaint you, that 
on my Arrival here on Monday laſt, I was diſappointed in 
finding none of the Tranſports were come round, and more 
fo in that I have not yet been able to hear any poſitive Ac- 
count of them : I have however employed this Interval in 
giving ſuch Orders, as I thought neceſſary to have the 
Troops here in Readineſs for their Embarkation at a Mo- 

ment's Warning. 
* Having, on the Peruſal of my Commition, ſome Doubt, 
how far I am impowered to carry the Sentences of Courts 
Martial in Capital Caſes into Execution, during my abode 
within his Majeſty's Dominions, I ſhould be glad, as foon as 
may be, to know what 1s his Majeſty's Intention on that 
Head, as there are now many Deſervers with us ordered for 

immediate Trial. 
© I muſt alſo beg Leave to trouble you further, on a Matter 
© which occurs to me relative to the Service I am going upon; 
* which is, that having ſince my Arrival here converſed with 
_« Sir Edward Hawke and - Vice Admiral Knowles, who both 
© ſeem of Opinion, that it is poſſible, from the Nature of the 
' © Navigation to Rachefort, the Fleet may be detained even in 
© dight of the Coaſt of France for a Week or ten Days, with-_ 
© out being able to get into the Road, or off the Iſle D*A:x, 
* during which Time an Alarm will neceffarily be given m 
« thoſe Parts; this Conjuncture and. Situation, if it ſhould 
* happen, appears to me ſo very delicate, and equally to the 
© other General Officers on the Expedition, who may, by Ac- 


© cident to the firſt in Command, come to be under the ſame 
* Difficulty 
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F Difficulty (the Succeſs of our Undertaking depending, as 
© apprehend, on the Suddenneſs of its Execution) that I ould 
© be glad, if it 1s thought proper, to have a Direction, how I 
© am to act in that Cale. 

© I ſend this by an Officer, who will take Care to deliver it 
$ fafely. I am, &c. | } Mor daunt.” 

Right Hon. William Pitt, 
_ Secretary of State. 


A true Copy of a Letter from Mr. abies Pitt to Sir John 


Mordaunt, dated T OITIny I 3 Auguſt, 17 57 (proved by | 


Mr. Wed) VIZ, 


RE.) 
© Timmediately laid your Letter of the 11th Inft. at Night 
_ © before the King ; and am commanded by his Majeſty to let 
< you know, that his Royal Intentions are, that you ſhould, by 
* Virtue of your commiſſion, carry the Sentences of Courts 
* Martial, in capital Caſes, into Execution, during your Abode 
« within his Majeſty's Dominions, ſo long as the Troops un- 
 ©'der your Command ſhall continue under their preſent Deſtt- 
© nation, according to the King's Orders and InſtruCtions. 
« With regard to the ſuppoſed Caſe, as ſtated in your Let- 
© ter, and ariſing from Converſation had with Sir Edward 


* Hawke and Vice-Admiral Knowles, namely, that it is poſſible | 


© the Fleet may be detained in Sight of the Coaſt of France 
* fora Week or ten Days, without being able to get into the 
* © Road of Recbefort, or off the Ifle of Ax, during which Time 


© an Alarm will neceſlarily be given in thoſe Parts; in which 


© Caſe you expreſs a Defire, if thought proper, to have a par- 
* ticular DireQion, how toa& : T am: commanded thereupon 
: : by the King, to ſignify to you his Majeſty's Pleaſure, that 

* you, or ſuch other Officer, on whom the Command may 


- *-deyolve, do, in conformity to the Lantude given by his Ma- 


« jefty's Inſtruftions, judge of the Pratticability of the Service, 
_ © on the Spot, according as contingent Events, and particular 
* Circumſtances may require : The King judging it highly 
* prejudicial to the Good of his Service to give particular Or- 
* ders and Directions with Regard to poſſible contingent 
* Caſes, that may ariſe, 
T1 am, &c. Fe 


Sir Fohn Aordaunt. | W. Pt... 
A Letter from Sir fohn Iordaunt to Mr. Secretary Pitt, 


. dated Head-Quarters, Newport, 20th Auguſt 1757 (the 
Receipt 


—_— - —-- 


© Right Hon. J/ill:am Pitt, his 


[ 14 } 
Receipt thereof being proved by Mr. Wood, and admitted 
IF Sir Fobn EY VIZ, | 


> 2 © 
* I have the Honour of your Commands, dated Auguſt | 
© 13th, and you may depend upon it, that his Majeſty's Or- 
* ders ſhall be moſt punQtually obſerved. | 
* Mr. Thames, who has long been, and now is, Agent for 
* the Tranſports, came here the 17th from Portſmouth ; he 
© faid, he came over on Purpoſe from thinking it his Duty to 


L inform me, the Tranſports were not ſufficient for the Num- 


© ber of Troops; I own his Converſation much puzzled me, 
© as I knew our Expedition ſhould meet with no Delay on 


© one Hand, and that the Preſervation of the Soldiers Healths 


* ought, on "the other, to be thought on. At length I recol- 


© lected two of the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty were at 


© Portſmouth, to whom I ſent a Letter, a Copy of which I 


_ © now incloſe to you: Though I have ſince heard nothing 


* from the Commiſſioners, or Mr. Thames, I thought it my 
< Duty to mention this Circumſtance to you, being informed 
* laft Night, by a Letter from Sir Edward Hawke, that an 
© Exprels 1s ſent to the Navy Board upon this Occaſion. 

© 'The Troops are in great Spirits, and wait Oy for | 


7 Merdaunt. ? 


_ © the Tranſports, 6 lam, © 


« Majeſty's principal Secre- 
tary of State,” 


Copy of a Lowe from Sir Yohn Mordaunt to Thomas Orby 


Hunter and Gilbert Eliott, Efqrs, Lords Commiſſioners of 

the Admiralty, at Portſmouth, dated Head-Quarters, New- 
_ port 17th Augu/t, 1757, Wedneſday Night (being incloſed 
In the laſt mentioned Letter to Mr, Pitt, and as ſuch de- 

fired to be read by Sir Fobn Mordaunt, though not infiſted 
_ upon as material to the preſent Queſtion) viz. 


COL n EA 
* Mr. Thames, Agent for the Tran arts; has juſt been with 
© us, and ſays, he thinks it his Duty to mention, that the 
* Tranſports are not ſufficient to carry the Number of 


_ © Troops. 


* We ſend him with this Letter, that he may explain his 
: Reaſons for the Opinion he gives, and, if you find them fſa- 
* tisfaQtory, 


B. 3 2 
© tisfaftory, we flatter ourſelves ſome Method may be found, 


£ without occaſioning Delay, to redreſs the Grievance. 
© I am, Gentlemen, Ec. 


| FEE _ : (Signed) F. Mordaunt.” 
© 'To Thomas Orby Hunter and £ 
© Gilbert Eliett, Eſqrs. Lords 
© Commiſſioners of the Ad- 
© miralty, at Portſmouth. 


A Letter from Mr. Secretary Pitt to Sir Fobn Mordaunt, dated 
Whitehall, 5th Sept. 1757, Four o'Clock in the Afternoon, 
the like being at the ſame Time wrote to Sir Edward 
Hawke, mutatis mutandis, proved by Mr. Wood) wiz. 
* $10, | 


that his Majeſty expeQs, with Impatience, to hear, that the 
Troops are embarked ; but, if by any Delay the Embarka- 
tion ſhould not be compleated, when this Letter reaches 
you, I am to ſignify to you the King's Pleaſure, that the 
mot particular Diligence be employed in getting the Troops 
on Board, and proceeding, without the Loſs of a Moment, 
to the Execution of your Orders and Inſtructions with re- 

gard to the Expedition under your Care. | ho 
_* His Majeſty being informed, that ten Battalions under 
© the Orders of Sir fobn Ligonier, were all compleatly em- 
© barked at /hamſtad?t within the Courſe of the twenty four 
« Hours, in which they arrived at that Place, the King ex- 
"M + to hear, by the Return of this Meſſenger, that the 
£ Fleet with the Troops under your Command on board have 


a ® A A 1k a 6a «a B 


< proceeded to Sea, in caſe the Wind permits, agreeable to _ 


_ © your Orders and InſtruQtions. T att, Ofc. -: 

| Terria EO Ss W. Pitt. 
© P.S. The Meſſenger that carries this has my Orders to 
© ſlay to bring an Account of the Fleet's ſailing.? 


A Letter from Sir Fobn Mordaunt to Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated 
Portſmouth, 6th September, nine at Night (the Receipt bein 
| proved by Mr. Jad, and admitted by Sir Fohn Mordaunt) 
VIZ, | i 
© SIR, | GD 
' © Thad this Morning the Honour of yours of the 5th Inſtant, 
* and can aſſure you, that not a Minute's Time has been loit 
* jn embarking the Troops, oY 
£ Though 


© The Wind m_—_ been fair for the Tranſports going to | 
Sþithead, ever ſince Friday Morning, I am to acquaint you, 


CM 
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* Though the firſt of the Tranſports did not arrive at 

Cowes till Sunday Evening, we began the Embarkation at 

Day-break the next Morning,, and continued putting the 

Troops on board, till after it was dark. We have followed 

the ſame Method to day, and by that Means I have now 

the Pleaſure to acquaint you, that I finiſhed the Embarka- 
tion of the laſt Regiment at about {1x this Evening. | 

© I beg you will do me the Favaur to mention to his Ma- 

jeſty, that we were obliged to march the Troops and Bag- 
gage five Miles to the Place of Embarkation, and that we 
were then forced to put the Men in ſmall Boats, in which 
they were rowed above a Mile, before they could embark 
in the "Tranſports: Whereas at William/ladt the 'Troops | 
marched directly from the Quay into the Tranſports with- 
out the leaſt Poſſibility of a Delay. _ 

* It is both my Duty, and the Pride of my Heart, to ex- 
ecute with the utmoſt Diſpatch and Diligence the Orders 
* his Majeſty has honoured me with, and I flatter myſelf a 
* very ſhort Time will now ſhew it. 1 am, Oc. 


t- Mordaunt. E 
c''The Right Hon. JFm. Pitt. 4 
A true Copy of a Letter from Mr. iy Pitt to Sir Yobn 


© Mordaunt, dated Whitehall, 15th September 1757 (the like 


being at the fame "Time wrote to Sir Edward Hawke, mu- 
tatis mutandis, being proved by Mr. Rivers, _ Aenuntgd 
by our Joon PET Ng | | | 


F Rig | _ 
© His Majeſty, by TH ſecret tltraions: dated the Noth 
6 Day of ' Auguſt laſt, having direted the Return ' of the 
© Troops under your Command, together with the Fleet 
& ſo as to be in England at, or about, as near as may be, the 


 *© End of September, unlefs the Circumſtances of the Forces 


= and Ships ſhall neceſſarily require their Return ſooner,” 
© 1 am now to ſignify to you the King's Pleafure, that you 


© do not conſider the above-mentioned Time, limited. for 


+ your Return, as intended, in any Manner, to affect or in: 


© terfere with the full Execution of the firſt and principal 


© Obje& of the Expedition, namely, * attempting, as far 
«' 25 ſhall be found praQticable, a Deſcent on -the French 
* Coaſt at or near Rechefort, in order to attack, it praCQtica- 
&« ble, aud, by a vigorous Impreſſion, force that Place, and 


« to urn and deſtroy, to the utmoſt of your Power, all | 


be " IO Mts Mayazines, and ont that A 
L _ S 


[17 ] |: 
© be found there, and exert ſuch other Efforts, as ſhall be 
« judged moſt proper for annoying the Enemy.” And with 
© regard to any other particular Attempt, which, agreeably 
to your Orders, you ſhall have commenced, and in the 


his Majeſty's Pleaſure, that you do not deſiſt from, or 


Time limited for your Return by the Inftruftions above- 
mentioned ;—but that, notwithſtanding the ſame, you' do 
continue with the Troops during ſuch a farther Number 
of Days, as may afford a competent Time for the Com- 
pletion of any Operation under the above Circumſtances 
after which you are to take Care to return with the Forces 
under your Command, and the Fleet, in the Manner di- 
rected by your former Inſtructions.” To 
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A Paragraph of a Letter from Sir John Mordaunt fo Mr. 
Secretary Pitt, dated Ramilies, Rade de Baſque, oth 


September 1757, acknowledging the Receipt of the laſt 

mentioned Letter (the Receipt being proved by Mr. Wood, 

and admitted by Sir Fobn Mordaunt) viz. 

= EY | way 

© Laſt Thur/day T had the Honour: of yours of the 15th 
© Inſtant, and am pleaſed with thinking, that before the Re- 
© ceipt of it, we had judged right in reſolving to attack £Z*//e 
 D'Aix, tho? it could not poſſibly be done, without breaking 
© in ſome Meaſure into his Majeſty's Orders in regard to the 
s Time of our returning to England.” Wk 


THREE of the Papers above-mentioned (as- containing In- 
telligence proved by Mr. Secretary Pitt to have been commu- 


nicated to Sir Fobn Mordaunt at ſeveral Meetings, before 
he went upon the Expedition) were then read, viz. 


I. A Letter from Captain, now Lieutenant-Colonel, Clark to 
Sir Fobn Ligonier, dated, London, July 15th 1757. 
LS 15 3 | | 


© You have deſired me to put down in writing, what C 


© mentioned to your Excellency in regard of Rochefort, + 


© In returning from Grbraltar in 1754, I went along Part : 


* of the weſtern Coaſt of France, to. ſee the Conditions of 


© ſome of their Fortifications of their Places of Importance, 


_ © on purpoſe to judge, if an Attempt could be made with a 
* Probability of Succeſs, in caſe of a Rupture, and of the 
© French drawing away their Troops to Flanders, Italy, 'and 
* Germany, in the ſame Manner as they did in the laſt War. 
* I had heard that Rechefert, tho? a Place of the utmoſt Im- 

| | ___ .$ portance, 
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Execution whereof you ſhall be aQtually engaged, it is alſo | 


break up the ſame, merely and ſolely on Account of the 
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| MS > 
E portance, had been very much negleQed. TI went there, 
and waited upon the Governor in my Regimentals, told 
him, that I was upon my Way to England from Gibraltar, 
and that I came on purpoſe to ſee the Place, the Dock, 
_ and the Men of War. He was very polite ; I was ſhewed 
every Thing, went on board ten Ships of the Line new 
built, and an Engineer attended me in going round the Place, 
< I was ſurpriſed to find, that tho? there was a good Ram- 
| part with a Revetement, the greateſt Part of it was not 
flank'd but with Redans; that there were no Out-Works, 
no Covert-Way, and in many Places no Ditch, fo that the 
Bottom of the Wall was ſeen at a Diſtance; that. in other 
Places, where the Earth had been taken out to form the 
Rampart, there was left about them a good Height of 
Ground, which was a Diſadvantage to the Place; that 
for above the Length of a Front there was no Rampart, 
or even Intrenchment, but as the Ground was low and 
marſhy at that Place, being next the River, there were 
ſome ſmall Ditches, which were dry however at low Water, 
yet the Bottom remained muddy and ſlimy. I, 
© Towards the River, there was no Rampart, no Parapet, 
no Batteries on either Side. 'Towards the Land-fſide, there 
was ſome high Ground very nigh the Place, perhaps at the 
Diſtance of about 150 or 200 Yards. 
© The Engineer told me, that the Place had remained in 
that Condition for above 70 or 8o Years. 
© | got no Plan of the Place, and put nothing down in 
© writing, for I found that the whole Town had been talking 
© of me, and thought it very extraordinary, that I ſhould be 


6G a6 
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| © allowed to go about and ſee every Thing. 


© I burnt even ſome Sketches and Remarks I had by me 
upon other Places, that they might have no Hold of me, 
in caſe they ſearched my Baggage ; and therefore could 
only expoſe themſelves, as I had done nothing, but what 
was open, above board, and with Permiſſion” 
© However, as to Utility, I was as much ſatisfied, as if I 
© had gota Plan. In regard of the Profil indeed, I have 
© thought ſince, that it would not have been amiſs, if I 
© had known for certain the exact Height of the Rampart: 
© I think that it could not well exceed 25 Feet. In Marti- 
© niere's Geographical Diftonary it is called only 20: Feet 
* high. Perhaps the Parapet is not included. wr 

© T told your Excellency, that I had never ſeen any Plan 


_ © of the Place; but as there had been no Alteration in the 


* Works for ſo many Years, I made no Queſtion, but that 
Ee | __ © ſome 


[ 19] 
© ſome old Plan of it might be found, which would corre- 
© ſpond exaQly with what I ſaid. In the Forces de L* Europe, 
© which I have, there is no Plan of Reachefort, but I found 
© one in the Duke of Argy/?”s Edition, which I borrowed 
| © and ſhewed to your Excellency. It agrees exaQly with 
© what I ſaid, and with the Sketch I drew of it before you 
© from my Memory, except that a regular Ditch is repre- 
< ſented every where, which is not the Caſe. We 
© 'The River may be about 130 Yards broad. The En- 
trance is defended by two or three ſmall Redoubts, which I 
did not ſee, nor could I venture even to go down, and ex- 
mine the Coaſt. 


Aa = 


| 
© What I mentioned to your Excellency of the Method 
of inſulting the Place, conſidering it upon the Footing of 
| an immediate Aſſault, I have not put down ; for tho? it 
| may be reaſoned upon in a general View, yet many 
| Things can only be fixed and determined immediately upon 
the Spot. I was told, that there are never any 'Troops at 
Rochefort, but the Marines, "There might be about 1000 
at that Time. ER: 
_ © By the Expedition to Port L*Orient in 1746, it appeared 
| 
| 
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to me, that the Country People in Arms are very little . 
better than our own, and that an Officer, who poſſeſſes 
himſelf, might march ſafely from one Fnd of a Province 
to another with only five Companies of Grenadiers, where 
there are no regular Troops. They imagine at firſt they 
can fight, and their Intentions are good, till it comes to 
the Point, when every Body gives Way, almoit before the 
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firing of a Platoon, 

© In writing this T have obeyed with Pleaſure, as IT have 
< always done, your Excellency's Commands. 

- . -- © Tam, Sc. | Rabert Clark? 
To Sir Fobn Ligonzer. 


IL A TRANSLATION 
| of the Paper, intituled 
«© Memoire ſur la Force 
&« actuelle de la France, et | 
_ & Jes Services, auxquels 
«© Elle eſt employee dans 
« L*Anne 1757,” (the ] 
| ſame being proved by Mr. | 
| Wedd to be a faithful Tran- | 
ſlation, and the Original 
being at the ſame Time ' | EINER 
| laid} Ba MEMOIRE 
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© Frenck Foot 98,330 
_ © Artillery - 4,100 
* Foreign Foot 25,589 


N64 4.24 :442 


Ear ns PO E—_— 
_— Wong EETININS' OMDekn. > 


Pd 


laid before the Court for | 


their SatisfaCtion.) vis. 


MEMORIAL {| 


* Of the aQual Force of 
* France by Land, and the 


* Serviccs. on which it is | 
© employed in the Year | 


* ITC5. 


.C 

C the Beginning of the 
« preſent 'Troubles, conſiſted 
© only of 157,347 Men, not 
© including the Militia and 
© the Invalids. It was com- 
© poſed in the following Man- ! 
© ner3- -. 


* King's Houſd. Horſe 3,210 


« French Horſe 14,520 | 
« Foreign Horſe 960 
© Dragoons = 7,680 
. * Huſlars  S: 800 
_ © Light Troops 2,158 
157-347 | 


© In the Morith of Auguſl } 


1755, an Augmentation was 

made of four Companies of ' 
45 Men each, in every Bat- 
talion of the King's Regpi- ; 
ment, and of four Compa- | 
nies of 4o Men each, - in 
every common Battalion of 
French Foot, which made 
in all 29,620 Men. 


© About the ſame Time an | 


Augmentation was made in 
the Dragoons, which made 
up every Regiment four 
Squadrons of 640 Men, ma- | 
king in all 2560 Men. 

© In the Month of Decem-. 
ber, of the ſame Year 1755, 
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HE French Army, at 1 
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MEMOTIRE 
Sur la Force attuelle de Ia 
France par Terre, et les 
Services auxquels elle eff 
employee dans Þ annee 17 57. 


I, frmet Francoiſe, au Com- 

© mencement des Troubles 
preſentes, ne conſifloit qu'en 
157,347 Hommes, non com- 
priſe la Milice et les Invalides. 
Elle etoit compoſee de la Mani-_ 
ere ſuivante 3 LEONE 


 Infanterie Francoiſe 98,330 
Artillerie | 4,100 
Infanterie Etrangere 25,589 


Maiſon du Roy, Caval. 3,219 


Cavalerie Francoiſe 14,520 
Cavalerie Etrangere g60 
Dragons - - 7,080 
Huſſars = . = 800 
Troupes Legeres, 2,158 
157347 


Au Mais d Aoit 1755, on 
fit une Augmentation de 4. Com- 
' pagnies de 45 Hommes chacune 
dans chaque Bataillon du Re- 
giment du Roy, et de 4 Gom- 
pagnies de 40 Flommes chacune, 
dans chague Bataillon ordi- 

naire de P InfanterieFrancoiſe: 
| ce gut faiſoeit en tout 29,620 
 Hommes. © | | 

Environ le meme Tems, une 
Augmentation ſe fit dans tes 
Dragons, qui porta chaque 
Regiment a 4 Eſcadrons de 
640 Hommes montant en tout 
a 2,560 Hommes, | 

Au Iois de Decembre de la 
| meme Annee 1755, une Aug- 


an Augmentation was alſo 
« made | 


| mentation ſe fit pareillement 
ns dans 
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© made in the Horſe of 10 


Men a Company, in all 
$;860 Men.” :- - © 

© The Royal Volunteers 
and Fiſcher's Corps were 
alſo augmented ; we do not 
know exaQly to what Num- 
ber ; but, according to our 
Advices, this Augmentation 
came to 680 Men, or 
thereabouts. "Theſe ſeveral 
Augmentations amount to 
38,420 Men; and conſe- 


quently, the French Army . 
(without reckoning the Mi- 
| Iitia and the Invalids, which 


[ put at above 67,000) 1s 
compoſed of 196,000 Men. 
'They have, it 1s true, raiſed 


two new Regiments in the 
Country of Liege ; but not- 


——_——— — 


withſtanding that, their re-. 


gular "Troops are under 
200,000 Men. | 

6 The Iſlands of Minorca 
and Corfica, with the Colo- 


mes in America, take up | 


25,000 Men at leaſt ; they 
embarked in the Spring, 3, 
or 4000 Men for different 
Services in the two Indzes ; 
Marſhal de Etre&s Army, if 
the Regiments were com- 
pleat, would amount to 


 92,000Men ; MarſhalR:che- 


lieu's 1s 32,065 ; a Body of 
6 or 7000 Men mult alſo 
be reckoned, which they are 


obliged to keep in Garriſon 


at Toulon, Marſeilles, Cette, 
Antibes, &c. at Hand for 
that Part of the Coaſt. 

« According to this Cal- 
culation then, there are 
160,000 regular Troops em- 
ployed; there will remain 


£ about | B 3 


| 


> M— 


| dans la Cavalerie, de io Hom- 
mes par Compagnie, en tout 
5,560 Hommes. _ 
Les Valontaires Royaux, et 
les corps de Fiſcher, furent 
auſli augmentes ; nms ne fa- 
vos pas au juſte de combien, 
mats, ſelon nos Avis, cette Aug- 
mentation alloit a 680 Hom- 
mes, ou environ. | 
Toutes ces differentes Aug 
mentations mantent a 38,420 
Heommes; et par conſequent 
F Armie Francoiſe (ſans comp- 
ter la Milice et les [nvalides, 


eft compoſee de 196,000 Hom- 
mes. 4ls ont, a la verite, leve 
deux Nouveaux Regiments dans 
le Pais de Liege ; mais malgre 


| Mille Hommes. 


| Les Iſles de Minorque et «dz 


Corſe avec les Colonies en Ame- 
rique, occupent au Mains 


embargquer, au Printems, 3 ou 
4000 Hommes pour differens 
Services aux deux Indies ; 
P Armee ade Moufieur te 
Marechal d'Eſtrees, /i les Re- 
gimens etotent complets, iroit 4 
92,000 Hommes ; celle du 
Marechal de Richelieu ef de 
32,665. MU! faut auſſi compter 
| une Corps deb ou 75000 Hommes, 


| Garriſon ag Toulon, Marſeilles, 


de cette Partiz de leur Cate, 
Selon ce Calcul, donc vaila 
| 160,000 Hommes de Troupes 
| reglees employees ; 1! reſtera en- 
viron 40,000 Hommes pour 


tous 


que je mets au dela de 67,000) 


| tout cela, leurs Troupes reglees 
ſont au deſſous de deux Cent 


25,000 Hommes ; 11s ont fait. 


qu'ils ſont obliges de tenir en 


Cette, Antibes, &c. a portee 
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' about 40,000 Men for all | tous les Garniſons depuis Sedan 


c 

© the Garriſons from Sedan to 
© theFrontiers of Swiſſerland; 
© as alſo for thoſe of Roufillon 
© and Guienne, without ſpeak- 
c 


© ing of Flanders and the 


© Coaſt. | 

© We reckon about 20,000 
Men placed from St. Valery 
to Bergue; ſo that we have 
all the Reaſon to believe that 
there cannot be 10,000 Men 
more from St. Yalery to 
Bourdeaux.* 

WI. Tae MinvuTE taken in 


A Aa a n «a Aa 


| juſgwaux Frontiers de la Suiſle, 
| de meme que pour celles du Rou- 


fillon et de la Guienne, ſans 


| parler de Ia Flanders et de la 


Cote. 


Nous comptons environ20000 
Hommes places depuisSt.Valery 
Juſqu” a Bergue, de fagom que 
nous avons tout. lieu de crore, 
qu'il ne peut pas y auvoir1 0,000 
Hommes de plus, depuis St. 


Valery juſqu* @4 Bourdeaux.. 
Arlington-ſftreet, Auguſt 1757, 


containing the Examination of Joſeph Thierry, a French 


Pilot, (a Tranſlation being 


at the ſame Time laid before 


the;Court, but not offered to them as authentick) v/z. 


© Lord Anſon, 
© Sir Fd. Hawke, 


© Lt. Gen. Sir ]. Mordaunt, 


«£ Major Gen. Conway, 


© Lord Holderneſle.” 
Bu Op nomme Foſepb Thi- 
> 


erry Pilote Frango:s, 


© Natif de 


c | Proteſtant de 


© Religion, aiant etE examine, 
£ dit—Qu'll a exerce le me- 


'© tier de Pilote ſur les Cotes 


« de France au de la de vingt 
© ans, qu'il a fervi comme 
£ premier Pilote a bord de 
* divers vaiſſeaux du Roi de 
France, & nommement du 
© Magnanime, ſur le quel il 
© a ſervi pendant Þ eſpece de 
< yingt et deux Mois ;z qu'il 
© & conduit le dit vaifſeaux le 
« Magnanime plufieurs Fois 
* a Rade de Þ Je & Aix, 
© et qu'il connoit bien Pen- 


* tree & la ſortie de la dite | 


Arlington-ſlreet, Auguſt 1757. 


© Preſent, 


Mr. Secretary Pitt, 

Gen. Ligonier, 

Adm. Knowles, 

Capt. Clarke. END 
TRANSLATION. 


i; JOſeph Thierry a French 
iS Pilot, born | 


| _ of the Proteſtant 
Religion, baving been examin= 
ed, ſaith, That he has 
been for above 20 Years in the 
Employment of a Pilot, on the 
Coafts of France, and has 
ſerved as firſt Pilit on Board 
ſeveral of the French King's 
Ships, having been for twenty- 
two Months on Board the 
Magnanime, which ſaid Ship 
he has ſeveral Times brought 
into the Road of the Ile d'Aix, 
and knows very well haw to go 
in and out of the ſaid Road; 
that the Channel between the 
Ilaids of Rhe and Oleron 7s 
3 Leagues broad, and _ ho 
| | as 
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© Jes Iſles D* Oleron, & de 


© Rhz a trois lieves de large ; 


© quiil y a louvoie ſur le Mag- 


© nanime ; que les Bancs qu'll 
faut eviter ſont pres de la 
terre; qu'on en peut diſ- 
tinguer les Briſans a une 
diſtance conſiderable ; qu'il 
y a une Banc nommee le 
Boiard, dont on me courre 
pas grand riſque, motennant 
les Briſans, qui annoncent 
ſa ſituation ; Que pour en- 
trer a la Rade 4? Aix, 11 n? 
y a pas de telles difficultes, 
qu'il ſoit neceſlaire d'avoir 
un Pilote pour y conduire 
des grands vaiſſeaux ; qu'll 
y a bon moulliage tant en 


en Mer a 12 & 14 Braſles 
d'eau juſqu*a Bayonne. 

Que He & Aix aen- 
viron ſept Miles d* Angleterre 
de circuit, & une quaran- 
taine de Cabanes, ou Mai- 
ſons, raſſembles dans une 
eſpece de village; qu'il y a 
une Batterie de vingt qua- 
tre a vingt ſix canons de 24 
Ib, de Bale, mais qu*il n'y 
a point de Fortification ; 
que les plus gros vaiſſeaux 
Ppeuvent en approcher de 
bien - pres, & que le vaiſ- 


pourroit en peu de temps 
deſtruire la dite Batterie. 


© Que le plus gros vaiſ-| 


eaux peuvent monter julſ- 
qu*a Yergerot, a deux miles 
Angl1iſes de P embouchure 


a a a 2 £6 


nons, & Equipage ; que la 
s Riviere eſt fort etroite. 


* Que 


dedans la Rade queen dehors | 


\ ſeau le Magnanime /ſeul | 


de la Riviere avec leurs Ca- 
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© Rade; que le chennel entre 


has turned in and out in the 


Magnanime, That the Shoals, 


which are to be avoided are 


near the Land, and the Breakers 


are diſtinguiſhed at a conſider- 
able Diſtance ; that there is a 
Sheal called the Boiard, which 
is not very dangerous, as the 
Breakers ſhew its Situation ; 
that the Entrance into the Road 
of Aix, is not fo difficult as to 
require a Pilot to bring in great 


' Ships ; that there is good An- 


chorage both within the Road, 
and out at Sea, in 12, and 14. 
Fathom Water, quite to Bay- 
Onne., | | 


That the Ile & Aix is about 
ſeven Engliſh Miles in Cir- 


cumference; there are about 
40 Huts or Houſes together in 
a kind of Village ; that there 


is a Battery of 24, or 26 Guns, 


24 Pounders, but that there is 
no Fortification; that the largeſt 
Ships may come very near its 
and that the Magnanime, 
alone, might deſlroy the ſaid 
Battery in a very ſhort Time. 


That the large/t Ships can 

0 up as far as Vergerot, two 

Engliſh Miles from the Mouth 

of the River, with their Guns 

and Men, that the River is 
Very narrow, | 


B4 That 
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© Que on peut mettre du | That Men may be landed to 
Monde a terre au nord d* | the North of a Battery called 
une Batterie nommee de | de Fourras, out of Sight of the 
Fourras ſans etre vu du Fort, | Fort, 6n a Meadow where the 
dans une praierie, ou le | Ground is firm and level,. and 
tertain eſt ferme ct uni, a | withiz Random-Shot of the 
Ia grande Portee des Canons | Ships Guns. 

des Vaiſſeaux. 4 Ds | | 
© QuedePendroit, ou Pon | That fromthe Landing-Place 
met pied a terre, juſqua | z9 Rochefort, is five Engliſh 
Rochefort il y a cinq miles | les, the Road dry, and not 
Angloiſes, le Chemin ſec, | interſeed wither by Ditches, 
& welt point coupe par des | or 4oraſs. 

foſſes, ny des marais. | 
© Que la ville eft prefque | That the City is almoſt ſur- 


entourree par un rampart, | rounded with a Rampart, but 


c 

© mais que Pendroit, quiabou- | that on both Sides, in that 
© tit a la Riviere des deux | Place which ends at the River 
© cotes, il n'y a point de mur {| there is no Wall for the Length 
© Peſpace de ſoixante pas, | of ſixty Paces, the Inchſure 
« 


quin*eſt ferme ſimplement | being only -a Bar or Paliſade, 
© que par une Barriere ou | and the Ground to come up to 


© Paliſade,” et que le terrain | the Paliſade is not interſeted 
© pour aborder les dites Pali- | by any Foſſe, 
© ſades reſt coupe 4 aucun | 
* Kola”. -- 1207, 
LituTENANT CoLoONEL ROBERT CLARK who was em- 
ployed as principal Engineer on the Expedition, being ſworn 
and queſtioned, Whether he was at any 'Time at Rochefort 2 
Anſwered, Yes, in the Year 1754. by 
B. Whether he at any "Time wrote a Letter to Sir Fobr 
Ligonier touching the State or Strength of Rochefort ? | 
A. He didin the Month of Juhby laſt. 
'The Letter before read, which bears date the 15th of 


_ Fuly 1757, being ſhewn to him, he ſaid, that the fame is of 
His Writing, and is the Letter he now refers to; the Contents 
_ of which he remembers perfealy. _ 


Being deſired .to diſcloſe to the Court any Matter, other 
than contained in the ſaid Letter, which he judges material 
for the Information of the Court, as tending to ſhew the 
Practicability or ImpraCticability of an Attack upon Roche- 


Fort, fo tar as the ſame was communicated to Sir Fohr 


MAdordaunt; 
He depoſed, that on the 26th of September laſt he went to 
the Iſle of A;x to examine ſome of the principal Officers of 


the Fort, to ſee if he could procure from them any Informa- 
tion. 


A Ge I Co OT CO EE ET PI IT URTIETIeTS: 
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tion in Regard to Rochefort. He examined two or three at. 


firſt, but found they would give hin no diſtinct Anſwer, on 
which he reſolved to dine with them, and paſs the Day.— 
After Dinner, he told them, that Le had ipoke to two or 


three of the Company in Regard to the Strength of Rcchefort 


and other Places on the Coaft, but that they ſeemed very 
much afraid of giving him the ſmalleft Degree of Information, 


but that their Caution vas needleſs, as he knew the State of 


thoſe Places as well as any of them : On which he tons out 
his Pencil, and drew a flight Sketch firit of Rachelle, deſcrib- 
ing 1ts weak Parts, and then began and detcribed in the ſame 
Manner the 'Town of Rochefort. He did not immediately aſk 
their Opinions to confirm what he had ſaid, but took the En- 


_ gineer with him, who was one of the Company, and walked 


round the Fort; and in the Way told him, that there - had 


| been a Diſpute between him and one of his Acquaintance, 


who knew nothing of the Place, but by Hearſay, whether 
Water could be thrown round the Town of Rechefort, and 
the Ditch filled : The Engineer anſwered, it was impoſſible, 
upon Account of the Height of ſome Parts of the Ground : 


_ The Engineer added, that he had often been at Rochefort, 


but that he could not give ſo particular an Account of it, as 
he had done ; for he had not examined it with the ereateſt 


Attention, having always conſidered it, as an open Place.— 


This Circumſtance, he (Lieut. Col. Clark) communicated to 
Sir Febn Mordaunt the next Day (being the 27th) at 9g 
o*'Clock in the Morning, and likewiſe to Major General Con- 
Way, as they were walking together on the "Top of the 


Donjeon over the Gateway of the Fort at the Iſle of Ax. 


'The Anſwer Sir John Mordaunt gave him at the Time was, 


| that he was of Opinion, no Credit could be given to what 


a French Engineer ſaid on ſuch a Subject, and aſked the De- 
ponent, if the was in the French Engineer's Situation, whether 
he would have given any Information of that kind: He re- 


plied, © Different Men have Gifferent Characters; ior my 
4 Part I believe him.” 
| Being aſked, Whether he was ſent by Sir Jobn Mordaunt 


to the Ifle of 4ix at this Time to get Information ? 
Anſwered, No: not at this "Time. 


Aſked, Whether he had any Recommendation to the Go- 


vernor of Rechefort, which procured him the Cmlity he met 
with in being permitted to view every Thing ? 

Anſwered, No; that he appeared in his Regimentals open- 
ly ; that he has travelled a great deal in France, and always 
in his Regimentals, and never was retuſed lecing any wy; es 
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| but once at Cette, and that by a very particular Man, who 


| refuſed the Ladies Permiſſion to walk in the Gardens. 
Being queſtioned (at the Deſire of Sir Fohn Mordaunt) What 
is meant by the Expreſſion of ©* a Front” uſed in his Letter ? 


Anſwered, He reckons it at a common Medium ; thinks 


$229 or 400 Tan... | 

D. It an able French Engineer had as many Workmen as 
he wanted at Rochefort, how long it would take to throw up 
fuch an Entrenchment, as would make it equally ſecure, 
againſt a Coup de Marin, with the reſt of the Works ? 

A. Every Body knows the Difficulty of anſwering a Queſ- 
tion of this Kind, as it depends much on the Nature of the 
Ground ; likewiſe, what may be the Opinion of a very able 


Engineer, much ſuperior to what he pretends to be, might. 


not entirely agree with his Sentiments; for his Part, he 
reckons, that Rampart was conſtrued in fo abſurd a Man- 


ner, and the Circumſtance of the Ditch ſuch, that he imagines _ 


it not impoſſible, that ſuch an Entrenchment might be thrown 


up, ſo as to put it on a Footing with the reſt of the Place in 


a few Days Time; he cannot anſwer the Queſtion with more 
| Preciſion. | 
It being Three o'Clock, Adjourned till Tomorrow Morn- 
Sod g® - rr OT | 
_ ___ TrvursDAY, DECEMBER Is, 1757. 
THE COURT being met purſuant to Adjournment, 
Lieutenant Colonel Clark was again called in, and queſtion- 


ed, as mention is made in his Evidence of the Height of ſome 
Part of the Ground, — Whether the Inequality of the Ground 


at Roch-fort is ſuch, that any part of the Ditch muſt be con- 
federably above High Water Mark ? 20 


Anſwered, He conceives, the upper Part is conſiderably 


hig"er, than the High-Water Mark ; though it 1s very difh- 
cult to judge of the Level of Ground with the Eye. 


9. Whether he made any Enquiry into the State of Roche- 


fort, after their Arrival in the Baſque Road, before the 25th 
of Sept-mber. | FD | oy 


__ A. On the 24th, he was ſent by Sir Fohn Mordaunt from | 
the Ramilies, which was lying in the Road of Baſque, to the 
Iſle of Aix, to examine what Priſoners he could find, who 


had been at Recbefort ; and, at the ſame "Time to reconnoitre 
the Point, which runs out from Fouras: He went to the 
Iſland, where he found Captain Hami/ton, Aid de Camp to 


Major General Conway; who told him, that Major General 
Conway had taken ſuch Priſoners, as he found capable of giv- 


ing any ſatisfaCtory Account, on Board Ship with him ; upon 
which, after ſpeaking to ſome of the Priſoners, and not re- 
| | | { cerving 
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LL 9 ] | 
ceiving any SatisfaQtion, and giving himſelf the leſs Trouble, 
as Major General Conway had done that Part already, he 
went on Board a Ship; and, after Dinner, aſked Captain 
Hou to go along with him to reconnoitre the Point of Fouras ; 
and propoſed to him to go on Shore, which was agreed to ; 
They went accordingly, as did alſo Mr. Boyd and Mr. Wil- 
| liams; and after walking a Couple of Miles over a ſpongy 
Neck of Land, which 1s overflowed at High- Water, they 
came upon the ſolid Continent, when be thought it not pro- 
per to proceed any farther ; leſt, if they ventured beyond the 
Neck of Land, they might be ſurrounded, or cut off, "They 
ſaw Fouras diſtinaly, that 1s to ſay, the Walls; they could 
not fee the Fortifications, as they viewed it by Moon-light, 
and believes, upwards of an Engliſh Mile diſtant ; they alſo 
ſaw a Fire, like the Flaſh of a Pan, about a Mile off, which 
made him propoſe to return on Board Ship: Mr. Boyd ſaid, 
he heard a Fuſee go off; but the Deponent cannot ſay, he 
did : They heard afterwards, from a Battery or Redoubr, 
(which 1s called Fort d*Arguille) a Beating to Arms; they 

heard it very diſtinaly ; but he cannot fay at what Diſtance. 
©. Vf hecan recolleQ, how the Wind was at that Time ? 
A. It was perfeQly calm. * ES 
_ ©. Did he make any Obſervations in that Walk ? | 
A. He don't remember any Thing of Conſequence ; he 
reported it next Morning to Sir Fohn /dordaunt. 
©. Whereabouts he went on Shore ? | | 
A. At the Point of Land called Ifle Denis; it runs out 
from Fort Fouras. | 
©. Did heland immediately on the Shore ? 
A. They landed on a Rock, between which Rock and the 
ſolid Continent is the ſpongy Ground he has ſpoken of. _ 
9. When did he leave Gibraltar ? Ss 
A. In September 1753, | OE, 
9. Ashe mentions in his Letter having been at Rochefort 
in the Year 1754; Whether he has at any Time in the In- 
| terval of three Years, between that and 1757, mentioned 
the Obſervations he made there ? Es cg, 
A. He has ſpoke of them to one or two People, who, he 
believes, may have mentioned them ; and inde<d, he ſpoke _ 
of them with an Intention they ſhould be mentioned. The 
Letter to Sir John Ligonier was wrote by Sir John's Order, 
and aroſe from ſome Converſation, which had before palled 
on the SubjeQ, Sir Fobn deſiring him to put his Obſervations 
in Writing, TE” | 
8. Whether he had any Diſcourſe with Sir Job Ligonier, 
in Relation to Rochefort, before Fuly 1757, being the Month, 
in which his Letter is dated? _ 4A. He 


-— —_— 
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A. He does not know, that he mentioned any Thing of 
Rochefort to Sir John Ligoner in particular, before Fuly 1757. 
D&. (By Deſire of Sir Fob» Mordaunt) Could he obſerve 


| any Bank or Dyke at Rechefort, which ſeparated the dry 


Fofle from the wet one ? 
A. He remembers none ; he 1s abſolutely clear in his Opi- 
nion, 1t was impoſſible to let the Waterin all round. 


9. (by the Court.) Whether if he had been in Rechefort, 


and the Defence of the Place had been left to him, as an. 
Engineer, and he had ten Days Notice of a Force marching. 
up, he could have put it in a ſufficient Poſture of Defence | 


againſt a Coup de Main? ' 


A. No; but that depends greatly upon the Number of the = 


Garriſon. He explained, that, what he underitands by a 
Coup de Main is taking a Place i in one, two, three, or four 
Days 'Time, without a regular Attack. 


2. Could it have been attacked without opening Trenches? F- 


MIS. 
. Had they ſcaling Ladders with them | ? 
4. They had ſcaling Ladders 3o Feet high; and the Ram 
parts at Rochefort were but 25 Feet at the higheſt, taking in 
the Parapet; for in his Letter to Sir fobn Ligonier he put 


down every thing at the higheſt, 


D. If Rechefort could not have been taken under three or 
four Days, whether Artillery would not have been mecklary 
to facilitate the taking of the Place ? | / 

A. Undoubtedly, Artillery would have been | proper ; but 
perhaps not abſolutely neceſlary. 

©. Had they ſuch Artillery ? 

A. They had Artillery for that Rs. ; and as much, as 
he judged proper, viz. Six 24 Pounders, and four 12 Pounders, 


together with ſpare Carriages. 
©. Does he think the Artillery could have been landed 


with tolerable Eaſe? 

A. He thinks, very eaſily, at Chatelaillon Bay. 

©, Whether that 1s on the Rochefers Side of the Charente? 9 

A. Yes. 

9. How near could the Tranſports come, in order. to 
land the Troops? 

A. "The Report of the Rear-Admiral and Captains of Men 
of War anſwers that Queſtion, 

D. (At Sir Fobn Mordaunt's Deſire) W hat Day he made 


himſelf Maſter of the Nature of the Coaſt ? 


A. "The firſt he heard of the Report of the Rexr- Admiral 


and Captains was from Captain Buckle on the 25th; and he 


was afterwards more fully informed on the 28th, and in the 


Way bome. | | 2. Does 
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9. Does what he ſays, in regard to landing the Artillery, 


ariſe from an Opinion he formed upon the Spot, or what he 

has heard ſince? | 

A. He formed that Opinion on the Spot ; on any ſandy 

Beach, he imagines, wherever Troops can land, Artillery can 
be landed. Ts | Fo”, NC nan 
&. Was he ever preſent and afliſting at the Attack of any 

Place ? 


A. He was at the Siege of Bergen-op-zoom, a Volunteer, | 


and taken Priſoner the Day of the Aſſault; he was alfo at 
Port i'Orient, Engineer in Ordinary, which now gives the 
P.ank of Captain; and went a Volunteer with Sir John Mor- 
daunt to Oftend, but they did not arrive, till after che Siege z 
he ſaw the Attack, and was afterwards in the Trenches. 


' COLONEL FAMES WOLFE, (employed asQuorter-Maſ- 


 ter-General on the Expedition) being ſworn, and deſired to de- 
clare whatever he knows material for the Information of the 
Court, tending to ſhew the PraQticability, or Impracticability, of 
a Deſcent on the French Coaſt, in Order to an Attack vpon Roche- 
fort at any Time while the Expedition was on Foot, —Depoſed, 
That Sir Fobn Mordaunt ſent Colonel Howard, Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Murray, and himſelf, on the 29th of September, to view the 


Bay of Chatelaillon. They went firſt on board the Viper 
Sloop, which anchored neareſt to the Land, and had but a 


very imperfe&t View of the Land from thence ; Colonel Ho- 


ward in particular had a good deal of Converſation with the 


Captain of the Sloop, with regard to the Obſervations he had 
made. Not thinking they ſaw any thing diſtintly enough 


from thence to make a'Report upon, they went in a Boat, 


and rowed within the great Bay of Chatelaillon, within a 


Mile and a half of the Coaſt, being as near as they could 


venture with Safety; and the Report they made to Sir Fobn 
 Mordaunt, when they returned, was, that they had not ſeen 
any Entrenchments, Redoubts, Batteries, or 'Troops, to pre- 
_ vent their landing in the great Bay of Chatelaillon : That they 


:2ad ſeen ſix Pieces of Artillery upon the Point of Chatelaillon, 


and that the Sand Hills on the Shore were high enough to 
conceal the Motions of any Troops behind them (even Horſe 
he believes) from Boats rowing to the Shore. They further 


reported, what Information they had received from the Cap-_ 


tain of the Yiper, namely, That ſome Days before that, he 
had ſeen a Number of Men on the Coaſt with Colours (but the 


Captain could not aſcertain the Number) marching from the 


Side of Rochelle to the great Bay of Chatelaillion, down to the 
left of the Point, and that thoſe Men had been working * 
| I: | | the 
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the Sand Hills three or four Days, he is not ſure which, and 


had changed the Form of them.—He added, that before 


they went out of the Yiper, they ſaw ſome Guards, or Poſts, 


upon the Shore of the leſſer Bay, juſt upon the Edge of the 
Coaſt. | | 


Being aſked, Whether their Report was made previous, | 


or ſubſequent, to the Reſolution taken of returning to Eng- 
land ? | | | | 
Anſwered, It was made about Five o'Clock in the Evening 


of the 29th; he cannot ſay, whether before or after that Re-_ 


ſolution, as he does not know at what Time of the Day that 
Reſolution was taken. þ: 
Being aſked, Whether ever he was ſent out to reconnoitre 
before the 29th ? RES Ke 4 TE 
Anſwered, 'That he was not ſent out to reconnoitre before ; 


but went out by Sir Fobn Mordaunt's Leave, rather than being 
| ſent, about one o* Clock of the 23d, during the Attack of the Iſle. 


of Aix, and came to the Fort a little while after it ſurrendered. 


He landed, and got upon the Ramparts, and from thence 


viewed Fouras and the Land about it ; he ſtayed as little while 


as he could, and then returned immediately to .the Ramilies, 
which was anchored at a conſiderable Diſtance from the Iſle of 
Aix, and made a Sort of a Report, of what he had obſerved, 
_ to Sir Edward Hawke and Sir Fobn Meordaunt. He mentioned | 
_ the Situation of Fouras, as it appeared to him, and took No- 


tice of what he thought to be the Strength of it, to the Ad- 


miral and the General, which he was induced to do, as no- 


body elſe within his Knowledge had done it, and took the 


Liberty of ſaying to Sir Edward Hawke, that he believed, if 


the Depth of Water would allow of coming near enough, a 
Ship would batter it down very eaſily, or at leaſt would ſo far 


take the Fire of the Fort upon the Ship, that the Troops 


might very fafely land round about it ;—what he ſpoke of the 


Land on the other Side of the Fort was from Conjecture only. 
Sir Edward Hawke at that Time ſeemed to embrace the Pro- 


poſal with a great deal of Warmth, and Sir Fobn Mordaunt 


ſo far approved of it, that he has been told, that Sir Febn and 


the other Generals the next Day made the Propoſal in a more 
formal Manner to the Flag-Officers.— The Deponent believes, 
he ſaid to Sir Edwerd Hawke, that, as he ſuppoſed, the Pilot 


of the Magnanime could very well inform him of the Depth 


of Water; and as the Admirals and Generals did not appear 
to diſapprove of his ſpeaking upon that Point, he juſt hinted 
to Sir Edward Hawke, that it might not be amiſs to cauſe 
ſome Diverſion on the Side of Rochelle, to divide the Enemy's 
Attention, which he apprehended might be done by means of 
| | tne 
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the Bomb-ketches ; he mentions this particularly, as Sir Fd- 
avard had ſo far agreed to it, that he ſent both for the Pilot and 
| the Bomb-ketches up from the Ifle of Aix that Night, as he 
believes, the Deponent having ſuggeſted to him his Opinion, 
that there was not a Moment's Time to be loſt. —The next 
Morning the Deponent, not having been able himſelf to ſee 
the Ground on the other Side Fouras, ſpoke to the Pilot, and 
aſked him ſome Queſtions concerning that Ground, particu- 
larly, whether any Body of Men being conveyed in Boats or 
Cutters, could be landed during the ſuppoſed Attack by Sea, 


between Fouras and Fort la Pointe, fo as to cut off the Com- 


' munication from Rocheforft. 'The Pilot ſeemed clearly to 
underſtand his Notion of the Attack, and of landing at the 
fame Time on both Sides the Fort, and told the Deponent he 
could, or believed he could, (he cannot fay poſitively which) 
take the Magnanime up to batter the Fort; as-alſo, that the 
landing between Fouras and la Pointe was very practicable, 
ſuppoſing the Fort to be attacked, as propoſed, at the ſame 
Time. | : | 

Being aſked, at the Deſire of Sir 7:hn Mordaurnt, whether, 
on the Evening of the 23d, Sir Edward Hawke did not tell 
him, that he intended the next Morning to ſend up a Ship 
to batter Fouras ? TD ed | 


Anſwered, He underſtood Sir Edward Hawke's Intentions to 


be ſuch. En | 
Aſked, (by the Court) What Number of Men he appre- 
hends could have been landed in the Boats ? 
Anſwered, In all the Boats of the Fleet he conceives 22 or 
23 Hundred Men; he means, Infantry. Ig SE 
Aſked, (by defire of Sir F+hn Mordaunt) What Number 


of Troops, under a good Officer, might have been ſufficient 


to prevent their Landing in Chatelaillion Bay out of Boats ? 
Anſwered, This 1s only Matter of Opinion, and depends 
intirely on the Goodneſs of the Officer ; but according to his 


Notions, he ſhould imagine a thouſand regular good Foot and 


two or three hundred Horſe, excluſive of Artillery, would 


make it very difficult for 22 or 23 Hundred Men to land 
there. on - 


Aſked, (by the Court) when the Men were in the Boats, 


how far had they to row to Land? 
Anſwered, The "Tranſports were anchored at different Dif- 


tances; they were, one with another, about four or five 
Miles from the Shore. ond | 


Aſked, In what Boats the Men were intended to be landed? 


| Anſwered, In the Long-boats of the Men of War and. 


Tranſports, which muſt have been towed by the Row-boats 
HOSTS | and 
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and Pinnaces, as the Wind was off Shore, on the 28th. When 


the Wind was fair, he believes it might be poſlible to ſet 


ail for the Purpoſe of landing.—'The 'I ranſports had each of 


your a Long-boat, and moit of them two or three rowing 
oats, | 

Aſked, How near he was at any Time to Fort Fouras ? 

Anſwered, The neareſt Diſtance he ever was to Fort Fouras 
was on the Donjeon at the Ifle of Aix, which 1s about five 
Miles from the Fort, as he judges. 

Aſked, How near the Sand Hills were to the Water ? 

Anſwered, they ſeemed to be pretty near at High Water ; 
rl are, as they ſay, about Fifty Yards from High Water 

ark 

| Aſked, At what Diſtance the landing could be made from 
the Six Pieces of Artillery mentioned-in his Evidence ? 

Anſwered, "That depends on the navigating of the Boats ; 
but he conceives it poſſible to land intirely out of the Reach of 
that Artillery. 

Aſked, How does he compute the 22 or 23 hundred Alanis 
which he ſuppoſes could have been landed at once ? 

Anſwered, Sir Fohn Mordaunt, by his Orders on the 28th, 


| had provided, that the Boats ſhould not be too much crowded 


and the Deponent took fome Pains to enquire, how many Men 
had been embarked, and how many were intended to be em- 


ed; and from thence he made this Calculation, but cannot 


pretend to be exact. 


REAR-ADMIRAL THOMAS BRODRICK being ſworn, 
was aſked, What Day the Fleet, ſent out upon the EPRaniens 
arrived off the Coaſt of France 8 

Anſwered, Thinks, the 20th. 

DB. What Day they got within the Baſque Road ? 

A. The 22d or 23d; thinks the 23d ; the Attack of the 


Ile of Aix was made the fame Day. 


&. Whether he was at any Time ſent out to reconnoltre, 


and make Soundings ? 


A. He was ſent out the 2 2d i in the Afternoon by Sir Ed- 


evard Hawke, and was upon that Service all Night, and con- 


tinued upon it, he thinks, till 3 or 4 o'Clock the Afternoon 
following, w hen he returned, and, immediately made his 
Report to Sir Edward Hawke. 

A PAPER, purporting to be a Copy of the ſaid Report, 
being produced and ſhewn to Rear-Admiral Brodrick, he per- 
uſed and conſidered the ſame, and informed the Court, that 
he believes it to be an exact Copy of the Report made by 


him to Sir Egware Hawke, jointly with the tures Ns os 
ent 


[-33-] 
ſent with him upon that Service, which was then read in 
Words following : 


* In Purſuance of an Order from Sir Edward Hawke, Knight 
* of the Bath, Admiral of the blue Squadron of his Ma- 
< jeſty's Fleet, &c. Dated the 23d of September, 1757 3 

E the under written went and ſounded the French 
s | Shore from Rachelle to Fort Fouras, and find as fol- 
© lows: 

* From the ſouth Point of the Entrance of Rochelle, (on 
which Point there are 27 Guns mounted en Barbet) to the 
Point of the Ang-lin, we find it a rocky Shore, and ſteep 
Clifts, with Shoals near two Miles off; from Angolin to Cha- 
relaillon, we find a fair, hard, ſandy Beach, with a Flat ly- 
ing off near two Miles, having but three Fathom at High 
Water at that Diſtance, but clear Ground, along which 
Beach are Sand Hills about Fifry Yards from the Top of 
High Water. On the Point of Chatelaillon are two Guns 
en Barbet, which can no Ways annoy the landing of the 
Troops in the Bays of either Side of it; and off which 
Point runs a Riff of Rocks Weſt two Miles, which are 
dry at low Water; and round the faid Point, about half a 
Mile to the Eaſtward, there is a ſmall ſandy Bay near half 
a Mile long, and the Land over the faid Bay riſes with an | 
eaſy Aſcent about a Quarter of a Mile to a Church or Con- 
vent, with a few Houſes near it; from the ſandy Bay, along 
toa ſquare Fort on the ſouth Part of the Bay, lies a long 
flat Mud which is dry near two Miles at low Water. 

* It is our general Opinion, the Tranſports cannot come 
| © nearer to either of the foreſaid Bays (in order ro land Troops) 
© than a Mile and an half, as we tound three Fathoms only. 
© at that Diſtance at High Water. 
© The ſquare Fort on the ſouth Side of the Bay we could 
© only ſee two Sides of; the Face to the North-Weſt had nine 
_ © Embrazures, and that to the North-Eaſt only two. 

* Given under our Hands, on board his Majeſty's Ship | 
© Ramilies in Baſque Road, this 24th of Septem- 
: ber, I757. - 
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C THOMAS BroDRIck. 
« Jamgs DouGLas. 

* Per. DENIs. 

< MaTrT. BUCKLE.? 


Rear-Admiral Brodrick being aſked, as the Report only 
mentions Tranſports, how near the Men of War could come 
- to the Shore ? 
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© Anſwered, In his Opinion, not nearer than 'Two Miles. 
9. W hat Sort of landing 4here was for Boats, in the great 


| Bay of Chatelaillon ? 


A. Tt was a fair ſandy Bay, hard Ground, and a landing 
might have been made with Eaſe, in his Opinion. 


Q. Whether he ſaw any Troops to obſtrudt the landing, 


had it been Rab ſoon alter his Return from the Sound- 
2ngs ? 


A. When he was fontding, he did obſerve Troops to the 


| Northward of the Bay of Chatelaillon, to the beſt of his Judg- 
ment, about four or five hundred Foot drawn up on a Hill, 
_ and in the Bottom, to the Northward of the Hill, were about 


one hundred and fifty Horſe, as near as he could judge. 

©. How far, according to the beſt Information he received, 
is the great Bay of Chatelaillon from Rochefort ? 

A. It is about 9 Miles, as he was told, from Rachefort, and 

9 Mite: from Kochelle ; but cannot take upon himſelt to ſay, 
it 26 fo... 

__ D. (By Deſire of Sir John Mordaunt) Could the Men of 

ar have covered the Landing and the Retreat? _ 

A. He don't think they could do either the one, or the 


9. Does he think, ſeparated as the Fleet then was, nk; 
dering the Wind and Tide, (of which Circumſtances he is the 


moſt proper Judge) that all the neceſſary Preparations could 


have been made, ſo as to have effected the landing that Night? 

A. He does not think they could. _ 

9. (By the Court) Could he, by the help of a Glaſs, obſerve 
how the "Troops were cloath'd, whether in Regimentals, « or 
otherwiſe ? 

A. "They were at too great a Diſtance to diſcover that. 

9. What Number of Men, in his Opinion, not crowding 


the B Boats, could have been landed together ? 


A. It was generally thought, in all the Boats, they could 


| have landed from fifteen to eighteen hundred Men ; they put 
but very ſew in the Boats, that were to tow the Long-boats; 


but this is only Matter of Opinion he cannot poſſibly aſcertain 
the dire Number. 


©. In caſe 1800 Men —_ put on board the Boats; wt | 


ther he does net imagine, there would be a conſiderable Diſt- 


ance of 'Time between the diſembarking the firſt Men, and 


the laſt of the ſame Embarkation ? 
A. He ſhould have thought it his Daty to have —_— 


fo, as that all the Boats ſhould have landed together. "il 
9. Suppoſing it moderate Weather, (upon the 25th of _ 


$ef .omber tor Inlance, if that was iuch Weather) what would 
. have 
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have been the Diſtance of Time between the firſt and ſecond 
| Diſembarkation ? 

A. He cannot pretend to fay'; ; he never conſidered it in mo- 
derate Weather; and as to the 25th of September, he cannot 
particularly recolle&, how the Weather was that Day.—On 
the Night of the 28th, in which Preparation was made for 


landing, it would have taken at leaſt fix Hours ; but not near 10 
ſo much in good Weather, 7p il; 


THE EVIDENCE i in Support of the Charge being reſted 4 
here, Sir FOHN MORDAUNT was told it was now | | | 
Time to make his Defence ; who informed the Court, that 
he had cauſed ſome Thoughts to be Þut in Writing, which, 
as he had an Heſitation in his Voice, he prayed the Court 

} would permit to be read ; and the ſame were read accord- 

3 ingly, as follows, v/z. 


. - bf TIE cata -" 0 — _ s 9 n th TT: 
- 7D FRETS. > < q / j ; 7 Py "1 
. _ . 
—— 1% 
wm a ” 
was O09 Rs hag. 1 12. 
Wei? oh tv Pet 7 


« My Losmp, 
© His Majeſty was pleaſed to confer upon me the Com- 
mand of the Land-Forces appointed to co-operate with a 
Squadron of Ships of War,. commanded by Sir Edward 
Hawke, to be employedmupon the late Expedition : The 
Enterprize proved ineffectual. Soon after my Return I was 
ſummoned to appear before a Board of General Officers, 
whom his Majeſty had appointed to enquire into the Cauſes 
of the Failure of the Expedition, | | 
< ] appeared upon the Enquiry, and was conſidered as 4 [þ 
Perſon accuſed, and from whom a Defence was expeQted. {141 
« 'The Enquiry had all 'the Appearance of a Publick Trial, 1191 
except in two Circumſtances, — The Witneſſes were not ex- I | 
amined upon Oath, and I, who ſtood accuſed, was examined; | 
which Examination might, in its Tendency, produce, if the 81 
Caſe would bear it, a Charge againſt myſelf. iq} 
© I am now called upon in a Court-Martial to atiſwer to 4 | WH 
« general Charge of Diſobedience of his Majeſty's Orders. No 141 
* Intimation was given me, to what particular Inſtances of nt 
© Diſobedience it would be applied. | 
«-] do not complain of theſe Proceedings; my own ConduRt 
; gives me nothing to apprehend; and his Majeſty” s Govern- 
| « ment 15 incapable of Oppreſſion. 
; « I am not ſenſible, that any Error, I am ſure, no AR of = 
J © Diſobedience will be found in my Share of the 'Tranſa&tion. 
' © ] am now accuſed of Diſobedience of the ſecret Inſtruc- 
| £ tions. It is a criminal Diſobedience that is imputed to me, _—_ 
| s anda criminal Diſobedience implies a poſitive DireQtion. 1414 
* It is upon this Ground, "on the Prolecuter has pr |] 
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and in order to make out the Charge, there have been pro. 
duced certain Papers and Witneſſes, which ought to be con 
ſidered in two Lights.—1ſ{t. Some relating to a "I'ranſattion 
previous to the Expedition, as Colonel Clark's Letter, the 
Pilot's Examination, the Paper relating to the French 
Forces, and the Evidence of Mr. Secretary P:tt. | 

© Theſe are only introduCtory, and the Ground of the 
Fquipment, and prior to the InſtruQtions ; and therefore al- 
though they are ſufficient to ſhew the Reaſons, why the 
Adminiſtration ſent out the Fleet and Forces, yet ſuch Evi- 
dence can never be applied to prove a ſubſequent Diſobe- 
dience to poſterior Orders ; and that this Reaſoning is juſt, | 
appears from the very Article on which the Charge 1s / 
founded. _ s 
« For notwithſtanding the Miniſters were poſeſſed of all 
| 'Þ : * this Evidence, and aQted upon it, yet my InſtruQions were 
Wl! | © not poſitive ; but the Operations were expreſsly left to what 
\1 | © ſhould bediſcovered of the PraCticability of the Attempt. 
li. '© The ſecond Sort of Evidence was by ſome Witneſles to 
| prove, That in FaQ there was ſufficient Ground newly dif- 
covered, after the Fleet got into the Rade de Baſques, to ſhew 
that the Attempt upon Recbefort, mentioned 1n the Inftruc- 
tions, was practicable. 
© "This Sort of Evidence has been corciad down to the Morn- 

* ing of the 29th of September, and no later. 

© The Evidence under this ſecond Head is the only y Evi- 
« dence, that can legally and juſtly be applied to prove the 
© Charge againſt me. 
« That Fvidence conſiſts of Colonel Clark's Account of a 

* Converſation with a French E Engineer upon the 26th of Sep- 

* tember in the Afternoon. 
© Whether the Evidence of this ſingle French Engineer de- 
ſerved the Weight, which the Proſecutor ſeems to lay on it, 
will appear very clearly when I have opened my Detence, 
and the Court is fully poſſeſſed of all the Fa@ts relative to 
this Subject. 

© In the mean Time this may be obſerved, That Colonel 
Clark, the Chief Engineer in the Expedition, produced no 
new Intelligence *till the 27th, altho? he arrived on the 23d, 
was examined at the Council of War on the 25th, procured 
this Account on the 26th, and did not communicate it till 
| the 27th. 
8 c Colonel Wilfe's Evidence 1s confined altogether to the | 
Obſervations he made upon the 29th in Conſequence of the 
 CO:ders I had given him to examine the Coaſt ; and what was 
done upon the 29th will appear ta the Court, and be ac- 
.countcd for hereafter. | 6 'Thus 
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* © Thus much may be here obſerved, 'That we had unani- 
' mouſly determined upon the 28th to attempt a Deſcent in 


the Bay of Chatelaillon. The Attempt was diſappointed, 


and not renewed for the Reaſons that will be mentioned, | 


when I come to that Part of my Defence. 
* A Memorandum has been delivered in by the Secretary of 


State, ſhewing the Number of the Land-Forces in France in 
1757. By that it appears, (allowing the Account to be juſt) 
| that 40,000 Regular Troops remain at Home for the De- 
fence of their Country, which are ſuppoſed to be diſtributed 


in ſuch a Manner, that only 10,000 are left to guard the 
whole Coaſt from St. Yaleri to Bayonne. ? Tis evident from 


reading the Paper itſelf, that the Diſtribution of the Regular 
- Troops 1s Matter of Gueſs and Computation, not of Intel- 


ligence. Beſides the Regular Troops, it is allowed that 
there are 67,000 Mila, Invalids, &c. which are not ac- 
counted tor. 

© A few RefleQtions will ſuffice to ſhew the Weakneſs of 
this Reaſoning. In the firſt Place, Why ſhould the Court 


of France place 30,000 Regular 'Troops in Garriſons, where 


they have nothing tofear? For Inſtance, on the Frontiers next 
the Dominions of the Empreſs, who is entirely at their 
Mercy ; or on the Coaſt of the Mediterranean, where they 


have. no Deſcent to fear from a Fleet that has no Land 


Forces on board ; or on the Borders of Spain, with whom 
they are at Peace, and but too well allied, only to leave her 


Coaſt in the Channel expoſed to our Pleets, who are pro- 


feffedly watching for an Opportunity of inſulting them. 


Why might not the 67,000 Militia, who appear to have no- 
thing elſe to do, be employed 1n guarding the Coaſt ? And 


we muſt take care not to form a Notion of their Militia from 
our own. Many Regiments of them have ſeen Service in 


the Field ; moſt of them have been in Garriſon. 'I'wo Re- 


giments of the Militia were employed in the Siege of O/tend. 


Now why might not 30,000 of them be placed in the Fron- 


tier Garriſons, where no Enemy was apprehended, and an 
equal Number of Regulars be drawn down to the Coaſts ? 


Theſe along with the reſt would form a Body of 40,000 re- 
gular 'Troops, and 37,000 Militia to guard the Coaſt againſt 
our Ten Battalions. "This Meaſure, which we ſuppoſe 
them to have taken, was prudent, obvious, and practicable. 
The Preparations we were making in England, pointed out 


to them the Expediency of it, and the Delays that attended 


our Preparations allowed them T'ime to execute it. 


* Here the Proſecutor has thought fit to reſt his whole 


Charge, and cloſe his Accuſation, | | 
C 3 | 6 And 
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© Andin order to ſhew the Weakneſs of it,” the Court will 
conſider the InſtruQions, under which TI took the Command, 
and the Circumſtances under which I was s obliged to form 
my Judgment. | 


< 'The Inſtructions have been hon and it 15 the ſecond Ae: 


© ticle alone, by which the Charge againſt me 1s to be ſupported. 


© A 


">.  @ --A  % KC 


”n 


6 Wy. 0 


6 
6 
6 


. 


.n 6 


"6 A La) La) 6 


But beſides this Article, the fifth Article of the InftruQtions' 


is equally material, and deſerving the Attention of the Court. 


© 'The Words of the ſecond Article are exceedingly plain, 


and ſhew, that I did not ſet out under peremptory, poſitive: 


Orders, but that every Attempt was left contingent to be de-_ 


termined according to the Practicability to be judged of upon 
the Spot. I fay, to be judged of upon the Spot, becauſe it is 


very material to remark, 'That it was not judged of, or de- | 


termined upon here at Home. 


. © 'The Court will alſo obſerve, who was the Perſon to Hades; . 


certainly the Commander in Chief, But as in a Cale of ſo 
much Importance, his Majeſty thought it proper to aſſiſt 
that Commander with a Council to be compoſed, as in the 
fifth Article, I may confidently aſſert, that the Judge-Advo- 
cate will not contend, that I could difobey his Majeſty's In- 
ſtruQions by taking the Aſliſtance of a Council ſo appointed. 
* It could not be Diſobedience to doubt. 

* It could not be Diſobedience to deſire Afliſtance to clear 
up that Doubt. 

« If it was poſlible for the Court to heſitate upon the proper 
Senſe of theſe InſtruQtions, Mr. Secretary Pitt's Letter of 
the 13th of Augu/? makes it clear toa Demonſtration; in 
which he ſays, He is commanded to ſignify his Majeſty's 
. Pleaſure, "That you ſhould, in Conformity to the Latitude 
given by his Majeſty's Inſtructions, judge of the PraQticabi- 
lity of the Service upon the Spot, according as the contingent 
Events and particular Circumſtances may require.” 

* If this could require further Explanation, what ariſes 
upon the third Article of Inſtructions relative to Port / Orient 
would eſtabliſh it. 

* The DireCtion to attack Port Orient is expreſſed in the 
ſame Manner as the ſecond Article, with regard to Rechefort, 
that 1s,” © If it ſhould be judged practicable. 


£ Yetit will appear, that one of the. Generals mentioning 


the State of Pert POricat to Mr. Pitt, Mr. Pitt ſaid, That 


though Port POrient was named among(it other Places to be 
attacked, the Inſtructions were not meant to confine me, 
but that I was left to my Diſcretion to attempt it, or not, as 
I thought proper. 


« Under thelc lyſtructions, and with this Latitude, I took 


© the. 


A a 


os. i 5. Sk  %  S. © 


SC, 


--"oþ 


LY 


1 


the Command of the Land-Forces, and before I produce to 
the Court that Judgment, which was formed upon the Prac- 
ticability upon the Spot, I muſt detire your Attention, whilſt 


TI ſtate the Circumſtances under which it was neceſſary tor 


me to determine. 

* The only Place for landing the Forces, which had ever 
been mentioned, or. come under Conſideration in England, 
was a Spot near Fort Fouras; that was the Place mentioned 
by the French Pilot. His was the only Intormation of any 
Place to land at, at all : With the View of landing there, we 
ſet out; but when we came there, we found a Fort erected 
—_ the very Spot, of which he appeared to have no Know- 
edge. 

© Upon the 23d the Iſle of /ix was taken; and that ſame 
Evening Sir Edward Hawke declared his Intentions to bont- 


| bard Rochelle, and lay up a Ship to batter the Fort of Fouras, 
and he ſent for the Pilot of the Magnanime to inform himſelf 


concerning the beſt Manner of doing it ; and the Converſa- 
tion of this Evening was upon taking the Fort, and upon the 


| Method of landing the 'Troops. 


© Earlyin the Morning of the 24th the Pilot of the Magna- 


Anime came. on board the Ramilies, and was examined 1n.the 


Preſence of Sir Edward Hawke and Admiral Knowles; he then 
ſaid, He would undertake to bring up the Barfleur, or the 
Monnanime, within « Quarter of a Mile of Fort Fouras vIr 
Edward Hawke appapyed of the Propoſal, and ſaid, *+ That 


$6 will do.” 


* 


wn» > 


© 'Theſame Morging Major General Conway came on hes d 
the Ramilies, when we conlidered of a Plan he had concerted 
for the landing of the Troops near Fouras, whillt the Ships 
were employed:to ſilence the Cannon of the Fort, and þ Feints 
were to be made in another Part to amuſe the Enemy. 


* Major General Conway wrote the Particulars of the Plan, 
"and gave it to Sir Edward Hawke, who did not approve of. 
it, 'The Reaſons he gave for not attempting to attack Fouras 


by Sea were peculiar to his own Profeſhon, and I am no 


Judge of them. This I know, that had the Fort been. at- 
tacked by Ships, Iſhould certainly have attempted to have 


landed the Troops near that Fort. 


© The ſame Day about three or four o'Clock in the After- 


GO ea} * a 


noon Admiral Bredrick, with three Captains of the Navy, 
who were ſent out to ſound the Shore from Rechelle to Fort 
Foruras, came on board the Ramilier, and made their Report z 


the Subſtance of which was, "That there were only two land-_ 


ing Places, one on each Side of Chatelaill;n; that there was 4 


nerd ſandy Beach, and that behind the Beach there were 
C 4 * Sands 
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© Sand-Hills about fifty Yards from the 'Top of high Water ; ; 
that the Tranſports could not come nearer to either of the 
aforeſaid Bays, in order to land the Troops, than a Mile and 
a half; and that there was but three Fathom Depth at high 
Water, near two Miles from the Shore. From this Report 
it appeared, That the Fleet could not approach the Shore 
near enough to cover our landing, and Troops and Artillery 
might eaſily be concealed behind the Sand-Hills to oppoſe 
us ; and we had the more Reaſon to expect an Oppoſition, 
as the Rear Admiral had ſeen Troops marching on the 
| Shore : Add to this, that the Garciſon of Rochelle was within 
two Leagues, and might detach a conſiderable Body of Men 
toattack us; at the ſame "Time, the Ships were at too great 
a Diſtance to ſecure our Retreat, or preſerve a Communi- 
cation with us. Thierry, the Pilot of the Magnanime, alſo 
affirmed, that he had been fix or ſeven Wecks on board in_ 
that Road, in all which Time it was impoſſible from the 
Swell of the Sea to ſend a Boat on Shore : This great Swell 
is owing to weſterly Winds ſetting into the Bay from the 
Ocean ; which Winds were now daily expeCted, it being 
near the Time of the Equinox. 

© And what great Attention ought to be paid to the Security 
of our Retreat, and the preſerving a Communication with 
the Ships, will appear from a Paper given me by Sir fobn 
Lizonier, now Lord Viſcount Ligonier, Commander in Chief 
of his Majeſty” s Land Forces, whoſe long Experience and 
great Abilities in the Art of War, will ſurely vindicate any 
Officer, who is guided by ſo good an Authority : [This 
Paper, containing his Obſervations on the intended Expedi- | 
tion, was, as I remember, read before the Council, and, 
when I defired a poſitive Order, he ure me 2—_ Paper. 


© The Paragraphs are as follow.” 
© If an Attempt is to be made on Reochefort, it will be 
© the Part of the Admiral to know the Coaſts, to bring the 
«« 'Trocps to the neareſt Place, to cover the Landing by the 
*© Diſpoſition of his Ships, and to deftroy any Barbette Bat-. 
< teries, which the Enemy may have on the Shore, ſtill 
« remembering, that if the Troops are landed at too great 
& a Diſtance from the Place, the Deſign will become dan- 
« gerous, and probably impraCticable. 
* A fafe and well ſecured Communication between the 
| © Camp and the Sea, from whence you are to receive your 
_« Supplies of all Kinds, is abſoJutely neceſſary——the 
* whole depends upon it ; But this being done, I ſhould not 
* bemuchin Dow for the daſety of the 'I roops ; an inferior 
___ «© Namyozr 
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© ber dares not approach you, and one ſuperior will not 


© beeaſily aſſembled without your knowing it, and at all 
_ « Events you have ſecured a Retreat to the Ships. 


© Tho? the Succeſs of this Enterprize depended entirely 


upon the Suddenneſs of its Execution, yet it was apparent 


from many Circumſtances, that we could not hope 'to find 
the Enemy unprepared. [I had already received Intelligence 
from the Admiral, that Captain Cleviand, on the 17th of 
Auguſt, had ſpoke with a Dutch Convoy from Rochelle, and 
that the Firſt Lieutenant of a Man of War came on board 
him, and told him, that the French expected the Engliſh at 
Rochelle. 

* Captain Proby alſo had reported to the Admiral, that he 
had, on the 11th of September, ſpoke with the Maſter of a 
Dutch Ship from FYannes to Dort, who told him, that the 


French expected to be attacked at Rochelle, or St. Martin's, 
by the Engliſh, and that an Embargo was laid on all Ship- | 


ping in France. 

« After the Tranſports had been taken up, and the Troops 
aſſembled near two Months, we failed the 8th of September z 
and the Alarm was given on the 20th, in the Neighbour- 
hood of Rochefort, by the Arrival of our long expected 
Fleet; from the 20th it muſt have been at leaſt eight 
Days hefore we could have come to Rochefort, and as there 
was Intelligence from two Perſons, that the Ditch round 


| the Town was capable of being filled with Water, an Ef- 


calade could not be attempted with any Hopes of Succeſs ; 
nor could it be ſuppoſed, but that, after ſo long Notice of 
an Enemy's Approach, the Town. would be put in a g00g 
Condition of Defence. 


© There was a Marſhal of France da at Rechelle or 
Rochefort, and by the Accounts of the Priſoners, there was | 
an Army aſſembled ; one ſaid he had feen ſeventeen Batta- 


lions 1n the Iſle of Rhe, and eleven at Rochelle. There are 
always Marines there, the Place is very populous, and the 
Men uſed to Arms ; the Dock-men are very numerous, and 
the Crews of the five Ships then in the River, amounted 


if compleat, to near three Thouſand Men. 


© As for the Opening mentioned by Colonel Clark and the 
Pilot, it 1s plain from its Situation on the Banks of the 
River, that it was defended by the Fire from the Ships, 
and the Enemy in two or three Days "Time might eaſily 
have raiſed an Entrenchment in that low marſhy Soil, that 


would be a {ufhicient Deience againſt a Coup de Main. 
6 NL gcks 


_ 
a 


"ye » actin was PIE ; 
"bed Alcan UG Aut AA; Rite + AR eo ae} v7 at A 


524406 Eo wont 


A CHIC SS ITS 


eau a ng mT LS 


c 


c 


[ 42 ] 


- © Admiral Brodrick ſaid, that it was impoſſible to land. 


the 24th. 

© I now found myſelf in the Situation I had mentioned to 
Mr. Pitt in my Letter of the 11th of Auguf?, having attu- 
ally been ſeveral Days off the Coaſt without being able to 
get into the Road, and the Alarm was already given. 
had acquainted Mr. Pitt, that I looked upon this as a deli- 
cate Situation, ſince the Succeſs of the Enterprize depended 
on the Suddenneſs of its Execution, and had deſired parti- 
cular DireQtions how to att. In his Anſwer, Auguſt 13, 
he ſays, he has laid my Letter before his Majeſty, and that 
he is commanded by the King to ſignify to me his Majeſty's 
Pleaſure, that I do, in Conformity to the Latitude given by 
his Majeſty's InſtruQtions, judge of the Practicability of the 
Service upon the Spot, according as the contingent Events 
and particular Circumſtances may require, the King judg- 
ing it highly prejudicial to the Good of his Service to give 
particular Orders and DireQtons with vegrnd to poſſible con- 
tingent Caſes, that may ariſe. 

* From this Anſwer I thought it evident, that TI was im- 
powered to aQt, as Events and Circumſtances required; and 
it appearing by the Circumſtances abovementioned, that 
we had been already ſeen for many Days on the Coat, ſo that 
the Coaſt was thoroughly alarmed ; that by the ſmall Quar- 
tity of Artillery, we could not attack the Place in Form, and 
by the Circumſtances relating to it, there were no Hopes of 
ſucceeding by ari Eſcalade; and alſo that there was no Secu- 
rity at all of a Retreat for the Troops, or of any Commu- 
nication with the Ships; not chuſing to depend upon my 
own Judgment in ſo difficult and important an Aﬀair, 1 
thought it my Duty, agreeable to his Majeſty's InftruEtt- 
ons, to defire a Council of War, to iake into Conſideration 
the further Steps proper to be taken in Execution of his 
Majeſty's ſecret Inſtructions. The Council was defired by 
me; dir Edward Hawke furmmoned it, and preſided at it ; 
and I feel true Content of Mind, that at that Council I con- 
curred in an unanimous Opinion with ſeven Land and Sea Of- 
ficers, whoſe Characters, whoſe Rank, Experience, and whoſe 
unſtained H. nour are ſo well known to the World. 

© Theſe were the C ircumſtances, under which I called the 


* Council of War, I did not in cning it Giohey my In- 


ſtructions. ' 

* The Judgment was unanimous, and upon this Judgment 
TI muſt reſt my Defence, and infiſt, that it cannot be im- 
« peached, and, whilſt it remains, I cannot be found dif- 

« obedient 
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[43] 
obedient of Orders, which named the Judges, and referred 
the Attempt to my Determination with ſuch Aſiſtance. 
* 'Thus the Attempt upon Rechefort was determined upon 
the 25th of September, and the Judge Advocate has pro- 


duced nothing ſubſequent to that Day, but what the French 


Engineer ſaid to Colonel Clark upon the 26th, and the Ob- 
ſervations of Colonel Wolfe on the 29th. 

* I ſhould not apprehend much was neceſſary to ſatisfy the 
Court, that this Story, which Colonel Clark himſelf made 


{o light of as not to mention to me till the 27th atg in the' 


Morning, although it had been told him on the 26th in the 


Afternoon, ſcarce deſerves an Anſwer. 
* That Story ſurely was not ſufficient to induce me either 


to require a Review of, or a&t contrary to, the unanimous 


* Opinion of the Council of War. 


© I thought the Account not deſerving fo much Attention ; - 
it was my honeſt Opinion, and if I have erred, I have this 


Satisfaction, "That I know, I have not diſobeyed. Bone 
© But this appears from the Evidence of Colonel Clark, 
that I was ſeriouſly attentive to the Execution of my Or= 


ders, and accordingly employed him on the 24th, to re- 
connottre and gain Intelligence. 


* Colonel Clark ſays, that there was nothing in the Ditch 
to let in, or keep in the Water; whereas. it appeared by 
Mr. Bonnewille*s, and the Pilot of the Neptune's Informa- 
tion, that there were Sluices for that Purpoſe. The ical- 


ing Ladders were in all 80, 20 of which were of 25 Feet, 
and the reſt of 30. 


$ Colonel J/olfe has mentioned a Propoſition of an Attack, 


that I and General Conway made to Sir Kdward Hawke 
upon the 24th ; the Part which belonged to my Province | 
in that Plan I embraced cheerfully, and was ready to exe- 
-cute with Diſpatch; but my Part of it was but ſecondary z 


the Grounds upon which the primary Part failed of Execu- 
tion, did not relate to my Share m the Operation, therefore 
1 do not preſume to make any Obſervations upon it. 

© 'The Council of War of the 28th came to a Reſolution 


to land with all poflible Diſpatch, to attack the Forts lead- 


ing to, and upon the Mouth of, the River Charente; and 
it being judged moſt expedient, that the Deſcent ſhould be 
made in the Night, the neceflary Orders were immediately 
given, and about One o'Clock the Grenadiers, and great 
Part of the Troops, who were to have landed with me in 
the firſt Embarkation, were on board the Boats, when a 
ſtrong Wind blowing from the Shore, the Officers of the 
Navy appointed to conduct the Landing, repreſented, that 
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it was with Difficulty the Long Boats, which were to be. 


towed on Shore, could make way, and conſequently the 
'Troops would be a long Time expoſed to the Fire of the 
Enemy ; That the Tranſport-Boats, which were rowed by 
Soldiers, would be ſtill flower, and more expoſed ; that it 
would be Day, before the firſt Embarkation could get on 
Shore, and that it would be ſix Hours more before the 


_ Troops firſt landed could be ſupported by a ſecond Embark- 


ation : The Generals judging the landing under theſe Cir- 
cumſtances not to be expedient, agreed not to attempt it 
that Night. 


© 'The next Morning Sir Edward Hawke acquainted Gene- 


ral Conway and me, that if the General Officers had no 
farther military Operations to propoſe, conſiderable enough 
to authorize his detaining the Squadron under his Com- 


mand longer there, he intended to proceed with it for En- 


gland, without Loſs of Time; I made Anſwer, that I 
would ſummon the General Officers to conſider of it, and I 
defired him to ſignify his Intentions in Writing, which he did 
in a Letter to me the ſame Day ; I recolleQted that it would 
be proper to ſummon a Council of War, and applied to 
Sir Edward for one accordingly, who declined it, and ſaid, 
that Seamen were no Judges of Land Operations, which 
were to be performed by the 'Troops on Shore. In Conſe- 
quence of this Converſation, I ſummoned all the Land 
Officers, who had been of the Council of War, and laid 
Sir Edward Hawke's Letter before them. 

* We conſidered the Uncertainty of landing, if the Wind 
ſhould blow as it had done the Night before, and the Ac- 


count we had that Day received from the Captain of the 


Viper Sloop, who had informed Colonel Howard, that he 
had ſeen a conſiderable Body of "I'roops near the Landing 
Place, whoſe Numbers he did not exaattly know, but he 
had obſerved five Pair of Colours; that he ſaw them in 
Camp; that the next Morning the View of the Camp 
was interrupted, ſo that he could not ſee them again, which 
he attributed to the Enemy having thrown up ſome Ground 


\ on the Beach, and that he ſaw the Sand Hills on the Beach 


conſiderably higher than they were on Sunday, when he 
came there, Colonel Howard, in his Return from re- 
connoitring, reported this to me. 
* It farther appeared to us, that the Attempt upon thoſe 
Forts at this "Time, could not juſtify the ill Conſequences 
of detaining the Fleet in that Bay, at a Time when from 
what we had learnt from the Converſation of the Sea 
Z Toms s Officers 
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Officers, two great French Fleets were expe&ed home ; 
that at this Seaſon of the Year, ſo near the Equinox, ſuch 
weſterly Winds were to be apprehended, as might detain 
the Fleet there many Weeks; that the Foundation, upon 


which the Reſolution of the ' Council of War upon the 


28th was taken, was, that it might be done during the ne- 
ceſſary Detention of the Fleet in the Demolition of the 
Fort of Aix, and thereupon was dire&ed to be done with 
all poſſible Diſpatch : That the Demolition of the Works 
of the Ifle of Aix was compleated that very Day, and that 
the Wind was then fair for the Fleet to return; add to 


this, that the Time limited by his Majeſty's Inſtructions 


was now expired, and that the "Time was not prolonged 
by Mr. Pitt's Letter, which allowed us only to compleat 
ſuch Operations, as we had already begun, _ 

© Upon all theſe Conſiderations, not thinking it a Meaſure 
either adviſeable or juſtifiable in us to take upon ourſelves 
the Conſequences of detaining the Fleet any longer in 


thoſe Parts, we came unanimouſly into the Admirals Pro- 


poſal of returning to England. 

© This Meeting of all the Officers, who were properly 
under my Command, tho? I do not call it a Council of 
War, I look upon equal to one. 


© Sir Edward Hawke, the Commander of the Sea Officers, 
declined calling them ; I was not certain, that I had Power 


to doit. Sir Edward Hawke's Reaſon for declining to call | 


the Council was, that the Sea Officers could form no Judg- 
ment. Their Preſence therefore, at a Council of War, 
could only be matter of Form; the Land Officers could 
only determine, and, tho* ſummoned by me, did deter- 
mine. | | 

© T have now opened to the Court the Defence which I 
propoſe to make out in Evidence; and I cannot conclude 
without obſerving to. this Court the Singularity of my 


' Caſe. XN; | 


© I ſtand before you a Commander in Chief, ſent out upon 


an uncertain contingent Attempt, with a Power in my In- 
fſtruQtions to judge upon the Circumitances, as they thall 


appear. 
© His Majeſty, beſides the Latitude given me, aſſigned 
me a Council of able and experienced Officers; I aQted by 
their Advice ; and though I am charged with Diſobedience 
of Orders, in every Article of that ſuppoſed Diſobedience, 
I have the SanCtion of the unanimous Judgment of thoſe 
whom the King appointed to a{liſt mine. 
| « I beg 


« ] beg Pardon for having taken up ſo much Time. f 
& have endeavoured to avoid Prolixity, but if I have erred 
<« in this reſpect, I hope the Situatron I ſtand in will be my 
&«& Apology : "The Patience and Atrention with which this 
 «&. Court has heard this Trial, and the known Honour and © 
<« Integrity of every Member of it, leave me no Room to 
« doubt, that they will remember throughout, that I am 
* accuſed ot difobeying Orders, and that they will make a 
« juſt Concluſion from the Premiſes that have been laid be- 
« fore them.” | ER | 

The Rt. Hon. Major General Henry SEyMour Con- 
way being ſworn as a Witneſs, at Sir Fohn Mordaunt's De- 
fire, and queſtioned, Whether he recolleQts any Converſation 
between Mr. Secretary Pitt and him, about Port L*Ortent 
and the Inſtructions? *- | $7 

A. He does recolle& a Converſation with Mr. Pitt, which 
he helieves was had on the 6th of Auguſt, the ſame Day Sir 
Fobn Mordaunt ſet out for the Ifle of /Yight + Having heard 
that the Government had received ſome Intelligence relative 
to Port L*Orient, which ſhewed that Place not to be in ſuch. 
a Condition, as to admit of an Attack by the Force ſent upon 
this Expedition, he, Major General Conway, had had ſome 
Diſcourſe with Lord Anſon on the Subje&, and told his 
Lordſhip, he thought it was Pity, if Port L'Orient was in 
the State deſcribed, that it ſhould remain, as he underſtood 
it did, an Article in Sir fohn Mordaurt's InſtruQtions to 
attack it : His Lordſhip ſaid, to the beſt of his RecolleQtion, 


that he did not think Port L*Orzent was ſeriouſly thought of 


_ at that Time, but, in regard to Sir Fohn Mordaunt”s Inſtruc- 
tions, referred him to Mr. Pitt, "The Deponent thereupon 
took the Liberty of mentioning to Mr. Pitt, what he had 
heard of the State of Port L'Orient, who ſeemed to agree 
to it. He then obſerved, in like Manner as he had before 
_ done to Lord Anfon, that it appeared to him rather hard upon 
Sir John Mordaunt, that the Order for attacking Port Z*Ori- 
ent ſhould remain in his Inſtructions, if it was not ſeriouſly 
_ thought of: Mr. Pits Anſwer, to the beft of his RecolleQti- 
on, was, that Port L'Orizut was named amongſt other 
Things, but that he did not apprehend, it was meant to con- 
fine Sir John; that he had a Latitude to act in regard to that, 

as he ſhould judge proper. | 14 
. Whether at the Cabinet-Council Mention was made of 
laying a Ship to Fouras ? Ri | 
A. Is pretty poſitive, it was; Threrry the French Pilot was 
©, Did 


examined in regard toit, 
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_ ©. Did he take Notice, whether Fort  Aiguille, (which 


is near to Fouras ) ſeemed to be a new Building or not ? 


A. The Work of it did appear very freſh to him. 


©. Did Thierry the Pilot ever make Mention of that Fort 


in his Examination before the Connell ? 

A. He can't recollect he did. 

9, Was that Fort near the Place, where T hierry mention- 
ed in the Council he thought there was a Poſſibility of landing ? 

A. It was near the only Place he ever heard him mention, 
as a Landing-Place ; it was near the Point of Land called the 
Point of Fouras. 

&. Does he remember coming to Sir John Meordaunt on 
board the Ramilies, and what Converſation paſſed? 

A. He can't very particularly remember the Converſation 
that paſſed then ; he had taken ſome View of that Coaſt him- 


felf, having been up at the Ile of Aix, and mentioned to Sir -: - 


Jobn Mordaunt his Ideas, how a Landing and Attack upon 
Fort Fouras and Fort d' Aiguille ſhould be made ; he wrote 
down a Plan for that Purpoſe, which he aftewards ſhewed, 
or read, to Sir Edward Hawke and Sir Fobn Mordaunt. 

. Was not the Propoſal, that if Sir Edward Hawke 


| would ſend a Ship to attack Fouras, they would endeavour to 
land the 'Troops at the ſame Time ? 


A. It was to that Effe& : That was Part of it, that they 


ſhould land the Forces as near Fouras as poſhble, and aſſault 
Fort d* Aiguille : there were other Particulars, that a Diver- 
fion ſhould be made at the ſame Time on the Side of Kachelle 
_ and the Ifle of Rbz. 

' 9, Did not Sir Edward Hawke decline that Propoſal? 

A. He made ſeveral Objections to it. 

2. Does not he recollect, that the attacking Fort Fouras 
was mentioned more than once ? 
- MF. Several Times. 
©. Did Sir John Mordaunt feverdt Times deſire from 

Lord Ligonier poſitive Orders before his leaving London? 

A. He is very ſure he did hear Sir Fohn ſay, he wiſhed, 


or hoped, upon ſo important a Caſe as this, that he might 
have a poſitive Order. | 


9. Does he recolle&t Lord Ligonier” $ Aaboar i ? 


A. Thinks he ſaid, that poſitive Orders were never given 
in Caſes of this Kind, or to that Effet. 


&. Does he remember a Paper of Obſervations of Lord 


Ligonier's upon this Occaſion ? ? 
A. Yes. 


©. Does he remember that Paper to have been read at 
the Council, when they were all preſent ? 


A. To 
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A. To the beſt of his Recolle&tion, Lord Ligonier did pro- 


duce that Paper at Lord Holderneſſe's, where the Cabinet- 
Council was held, and read it. 


©. What Day they firſt made Sight of Land ? | 

A. On the 20th they made the Ifle of Oleron about One. 

Being deſired to give an Account of what paſſed on board 
mn Ramilies the 28th, the Tg on which they intended to 
and ; 

He ſaid, that Orders were given for landing that Night; 
he remembers, that being on board the Ramilies with Sir 
Fobn Mordaunt, waiting for the Time to go to' the Rendez- 
vous, Captain How came on board, and ſaid that he was 
ſorry to tell them, there was a very ſtrong Wind ſprung up 


| from the Shore, which would probably obſtrut their Land-_ 
ing ; Sir Fobn Mordaunt, notwithſtanding, reſolved to go to 


the Rendezvous, which was on board the America : The De- 
ponent accompanied him thither. As foon as they came on. 


board, Adm. Brodrick, to the beſt of his Remembrance, was 


the Perſon who ſpoke ; 3 he can't be poſitive, whether the 


Admiral gave any Opinion of his own in regard to it, but he. 
mentioned, that, the high Wind which was ſprung up from 
_ the Shore, would make the Landing very tedious. Several 


of the Sea Captains repreſented, that the Wind was fo ſtrong, 
that the Boats which were towed up full of Men, could ſcarce 
make head againſt; that it would be Day-light before the 
firit Embarkation of the Men could get on Shore ; and that 


a ſecond Embarkation would not be able to arrive # iv: under 


ſix Hours more. He remembers, one of the Captains par- 
ticularly ſhewed him one of the ms Kay wg that was then tow- 
ing up empty, which moved very ſlowly, and, as they ſaid, 
could hardly proceed. 

. Was it not his, Sir Fohn Mordaunt”s Intention, and 
were not his Orders given out accordingly, that the Landing 
ſhould take Place juſt at the Break of Day? 

A. No: He apprehended it was meant for a Night Land- 
ing, and the whole to be compleated before Break of Day, 
if poſſible ; and the Reaſon he apprehended to be, that the 
Ships of War could not lye up to afſiſt the Landing, and that 
the Landing-place was fo near the 'Town of Rochelle, that 


| beſides the Troops of the Country, the Garriſon from that 


Place might have been ready to oppoſe the Landing of the 
Troops, if the Diſpoſitions had been made for landing in the 
Day. 
D, At what Hour the Men were to be in the Boats ? 
A. He thinks about Eleven o'Clock. 
2. On 


tai 


Q. On the 24th, what was done after the Receipt of Ad- 
miral Brodrick*s Report ? 

A. It was propoſed to go to the Iſle of Aix, where they 
had a View of the Coaſt near Fouras, and where moſt of the 
French Priſoners were, in order to examine them. 
 __ Q. How did the Men of War and Tranſports lie at that 

Time? 


A. The Diviſion under Admiral Knowles, which went up. 


to attack Aix, laid up near the Ifle of Aix; Sir Edward 
Hawke's Diviſion, and his Ship, the Ramilies, laid at the 
| Diſtance of ſome Leagues ; three or four. 

Q. Whether after being at the Ifle of Aix, on the 24th 
in the Evening, they went on board the Neptune on purpoſe 


to examine more Priſoners ? 


A. They did. 
. How late was it before they parted ? 
A. Thinks pretty late, cannot remember the Hour. 


| It being on the Stroke of Three, - Hs pair till 


To-morrow Morning Ten o'Clock. 


Friday, 16th of December, 1757. 


THE COURT being met purſuant to Adjournment, Mas 
_ jor General Conway was farther examined. 


Q. Whether he does not think that all proper Methods 


were taken for getting early Intelligence, as ſoon as the Iſle 


_ of Aix taken ? 
A. He believes they were ; the Deponent himſelf was ſent 


upon Command to the lfle of Aix, ſo that he was not at that 
Time with the Commanders in Chief, Sir Edward Hawke 
and Sir Fobn Mordaunt : The Deponent examined many Pri- 
ſoners himſelf there, and reported to Sir Fohn Mordaunt, when 
he waited upon him, what ſeemed moſt material in their Ex. 


amination. 

Q. If he remembers what any French Priſoners might ſay, 
| In regard to there being a wet Ditch at Rechefort ? 
A. Heremembers one did ſay poſitively the Ditch could be 
flowed all round. 


Q. Whether he recolle&ts what any French Priſoners told 


him in regard to Troops in that Neighbourhood ? 

A. They gave various Accounts of the Number of Troops 
moſt of the Officers and Soldiers faid there were a great. ma- 
ny ; as alſo that there was a Marſhal of France in the Place, 
meaning Rechefort, Marſhal Senefterre; there was a Man 
whv ſaid he had ſeen eleven Battalions at Rochelle; the Priſo- 
ners in general made them a great many. 
ps 'D Q.Did 
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 Q. Did any of the Priſoners mention their having been at 
work at Rochefort 2? 

A. There was one Man in particular, who, on the 24th, 
or 25th, in the Morning previous to the Council of Was 
faid, they had been at work there ſome time. 

Q. Can he recolle&t at any Time, when he was reconnoi- 


fring at the Iſle D*A:;x, whether he could diſtinguiſh from the 


Unitorm, that there were Swifr, or other "Troops, at Fort 


| Fouras : 9 


A. Either at Ze D* Aix, or on board Ship, he does re- 
collect to have ſeen ſome upon the Coaſt near Fouras in red 
Cloathing, can't take upon him to ſay they were Swiſs; he 
ſaw particularly an Officer or two riding upon the Coaſt ; 
imagines. they came from ſome other Place or Command, out 
of Curioſity, down to the Shore. He ſaw a great many 
others in other Uniforms, particularly white and blue. 
The Numbers were different at different 'Times; ſome 
Hundreds certainly at laſt, he ſaw as many as from 800 
to 1000. 

Q. Was not the Intelligence of the Pilots of the Magna- 
nime and Neptune, and of Captain Bonneville, and of all the 
Witneſſes who were afterwards examined at the Council. of 
War on the 25th (except that of Lieutenant Colonel Clark ) 
known to them before they met at the Council of War ? 

A. He imagines, they were moſt of them known; moſt of 


them, he believes, were examined by Sir Fehr Mardaunt, on 


board the Neptune, the Evening before. 


Q. Were not ſeveral of the Members of the Council of War 
_ Preſent on board the Neptune at that 'Time ? 


A. Yes, ſeveral were. 


Q. Whether they had Artillery | proper to attack Rochefort 


in Form ? 
A. He apprehends wot; by what he has heard of the Artil- 


lery of the Place; he ſpeaks of the Train of Artillery they 


bad with them on the Expedition, not of the Ships. 
 Q. Whether proper Artillery to attack Rechefort, in Form, 


was not mentioned and deſired by the Generals at the Cabi- 


* 


net Counci|] ? 
A. It was, as he remembers. 
Q, Whether a Council of War was held on the 25th? ? 


A. Yes. 


Q. (by the Cuurt) How fie it appeared to him from the 
Pilot's Examination at the Cabinet Council, that the Poſſi- 


bility of Ty Fouras by Sea could be depended on? 


A. He 


" th 


"T-52. ] © 
_-— A, He thinks the Pilot's Anſwer was doubtful; that he be- 
lieved a Ship could lie up within half a Mile. | 
Q. What Objeftions Sir Edward Hawke made to the Pro- 
poſals for an Attack, mentioned in the former Part of his 
_ Evidence ? | 


A. He can't be quite poſitive whether at that Time Sir 
Edward faid a Ship could not lie up to Fouras; ſome Time 


after it was laid aſide, as an impraQticable 'Thing : He ob- 


jected particularly to the Ships being ſent down, to make a 
| Feint towards Rochelle and the Ifle of Rbz, as imagining that 


Operation was not practicable, or not proper, he is not cer- 
tain which, Sir Edward talked of bombarding Rochelle, as 
he remembers, but that was not the ſort of Diverſion the 
Deponent propoſed. The Report of the Rear Admiral and 
Captains, which faid there was no landing near Fouras, was 
not received at that Time. _ | 


Q. As he has only mentioned the Situation of Vice Admi- 
ral Knowles's and Sir Edward Hawke's Diviſions, on the 24th 


in the Evening, how did Rear Admiral Brodrick's Diviſion 
lay at that Time? _ | | | 

A. The Deponent was in Vice Admiral Knowles's Diviſt- 
on, and cannot ſay poſitively, but imagines Rear Admiral 
Breodrick's laid in the Rear, near Sir Edward Hawke's ; per- 
haps a League diſtant. En | 
Q. Were the Examinations of the Priſoners reduced to 
Writing ? By . OO. | 

A. Some of them were, but thoſe Minutes he has not now 
with him. _ | 7 

Q. What Accounts were given by the Priſoners, of the 
Ditch at Rochefort, in general ? 


A. He does not remember, whether any denied the Prac- 


ticability of the Ditch being made wet; they gave, in gene- 
Tal, very confuſed Accounts of the Place. | 

Q. When it was that he ſaw the "Troops mentioned in his 
Evidence, particularly the greateſt Number, which he re- 
putes to have been between 800 and 1000? _ 

A. He ſaw Troops at all Times, ſome more, ſome leſs, 
but that greateſt Number was ſeen at laſt on the 29th. 2 
 _ Q. What Time he refers to, when he ſpeaks as having 
| heard of the Artillery of the Place (meaning Rochefort ? ) 
| A. Before'the Expedition left England ; all the Accounts 
of the Place agree in it; they have great Founderies of Can- 
non there, or in the Neighbourhood, which furniſh Cannon 
to all the Ships that are fitted out there ; he imagines, they 
coud mount almoſt any Number of Cannon on the Ram- 
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_ parts and open Embrazures, as they pleaſed, as the Ram- 


part was ſolid round the Place. 'The Deponent ſays, he 
heard Lieutenant Colonel Clark ſay, the Artillery there was 


very conſiderable. 


Q. If a Council of War was deemed neceſſary, could it 
have been convened on the 24th, after receiving the Report 
of the Rear Admiral and Captains? | | 

A. He believes it was poſlible, but it would have been 
yery late, becauſe the Gentlemen who were to compole it, 
laid in the different Diviſions of the Fleet, and might not 
have been found on board their Ships at that Time. _ 

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES of two ſeveral Coun- 
Cils of War, the one held on board the Neptune on the 25th 
Ot September, and the other on board the Ramilies on the 28th: 
of September 1757, which were mentioned by Mr, Secretary 
Pitt, to be delivered to him by Sir John Mordaunt, were now 
read at he we Merdaunt's Deſire, (being firſt authenticated. 
by Major General Conway) viz. TG 


© At a Council of War held on board his Majeſty's Ship 
© Neptune, at Anchor off the Iſle of Aix, September 25, 
wy} jr NE 

| © Preſent, _ : ht | 

ce Knight of the Bath, Admiral and 
Commander in Chief of his Ma- 
jeſty's Ships employed on the pre- 
ſent Expedition. 


Knight of the Bath, Lieutenant 

General of his Majeſty's Forces, 

* Sir John Mordaunt, and General and Commander in 
NW | Chief of the Troops on the pre- 
ſent Expedition. | » 


© Charles Knowles, Eſq; Vice Admiral of the Red. 
© 'The Rt. Hon. Major General Henry Seymour Conway, 
© Thomas Brodrick, Eſq; Rear Admiral of the White, 

© Hon. Major General Edward Cornwallis. | 


« Captain George Bridges Rodney, 
« Colonel George Howard, 


- © The Fortifications and Iſland of Aix, belonging to the 
© French King, having ſurrendered to his Majeſty's Arms, 
« the Council proceeded to take into Conſideration the far- 
« ther Steps proper to be taken, in Execution of his Ma- - 
« jeſty's ſecret Inſtructions to Sir Edward Hawke and Sir 


© Fehn Mordaunt, Commanders in Chiet of his Majeſty's 


« Forces 
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Forces on the preſent Expedition ; and the firſt Obje&t 
being to determine, Whether a proper Place could be 
found for landing the "Troops, Sir Edward Hawke produ- 
ced a Report by Rear Admiral Brodrick, and the Captains 


_ Douglas, Denis, and Buckle, whom he had ſent to ſound | 


and reconnoitre the Coaſt from La Rochelle to the Point of 


Fouras, near the Embouchure of the River Charente, which 


Report is: hereunto annexed, | 


© The Council having taken the ſaid Report into Conſi- 


deration, and examined the Pilots, it appears, that there 
are but two landing Places; and that the 'Troops could not 
be reimbarked from either of them in bad Weather, the 
Swell of the Sea making ſo great a Surf on the Shore, 
that no Boats could be able to approach it to take the 
Troops off; the ableſt Pilot having informed the Council, 
that he had been at Anchor ſeven Weeks in this Road, 
and not a Boat been able to paſs or repaſs: And it hke- 


wiſe appears to the Council, that in caſe the Troops 


ſhould be overpowered by ſuperior Numbers of the Ene- 


my, they could have no Prote&tion from the Cannon of 


the Fleet, the ſhoal Water preventing their coming with- 
in Gun-ſhot | _ | 
© The Probability of Succeſs in the Attempt againſt Roche- 
fort, in caſe the landing was effeQed, being then taken in- 
to Conſideration, Lieutenant Colonel Clark, Chief Engi- 
neer, was called in, and being aſked his Opinion, decla- 
red, That when he ſaw the Place in the Year 1754, he 
thought no Place was more capable of being taken by Al- 
fault : what Alteration may have been made in the Place 
ſince, he has not ſufficient Information to judge ; that he 


does not imagine any regular Attack was intended againſt 
that or any other Place, the ſmall Quantity of Artillery we 


had not being ſent upon that Plan. © Being aſked, if the 
Ditch were flowed with Water, whether he ſhould then 


' think it praCticable to take the Place by Eſcalade ? ſaid, | 
he thought not ; but that when he ſaw the Ditch, it did | 


not appear to him capable of being flowed. 

£ Monſieur de Bonneville, Volunteer, being aſked what 
he knew of Rochefort, ſaid, that he was there about nine 
Years ago; that the Ramparts were of Earth, and that 
there are Sluices there, by which they can flow the 
Ditch, and that it was full of Water all round when he 
was there. | | 


© The Pilot of the Neptune being called in, ſaid, That 


o 


he had been very TEPanny 


3 s manded 


at Rochefort 3 that he com- 
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© manded a ſmall Veſſel there many Years ; that they have 
© Sluices near the Hoſpital, by which they can fill the Ditch 
« with Water; that they raiſe them ſometimes to cleanſe 
© the Ditch ; and that he has ſeen Water 1n it quite round 
© the Town. "6 ns Es £2 

© The Informations of ſome French Priſoners were then 

\ © produced, confirming the ſame; as alſo, that they had 
© been working on the Fortifications there for ſome 'Time 
ne” lou aero fon on 6 ah 
| E The Intelligence received from ſeveral neutral Veſlels, 
© ſpoke with on the Paſſage, was alſo produced, declaring, 
© 'That the French had been for ſome Time in Expectation. 
© of a Deſcent from the Engliſh in thoſe Parts ; all which 

. © being taken into Conſideration, together with the long 
< Detention of the Troops in the Ile of W7ght, and our 
< meeting with contrary Winds, Fogs, and Calms upon 

_ © our Paſſage, the ſeveral Informations received of 'Troqps 
< aſſembled in the Neighbourhood, and the great Impro- 
© bability of finding the Place unprovided, or of ſurpriſing 
< it, and conſequently ſucceeding in an Enterprize founded 
< on the Plan of an Aſſault, or Eſcalade merely; and the 
« Uncertainty of a ſecure Retreat for the Troops, if landed 

' © the Council are unanimouſly of Opinion, that ſuch an At- 
£ tempt is neither adviſeable nor practicable. 


© Fdw. Hawke, Tho. Brodrick, 
Wl" - © F. Mordaunt,  Edw. Cornwallis, 
3” | © Cha. Knowles, G. B. Rodney, 


Bo H. Seymour Conway, G. Howard.? 


i} ; © At a Council of War held on board his Majeſty's Ship 
| It Ramilies in Baſque Road, this 28th of September 1757, _ 


1 
| | | KR 2- Preſent, < YT Ns Ws IRR te STS Ne Hg 
'C Knight of the Bath, Admiral and 
Commander in Chief of his Ma- 
jeity's Ships employed on the pre- 
ſent Expecitions 
' CKnight of the Bath, Lieutenant 
| | | General of his Majeſty's Forces, - 
s Sir Fobn Mardaunt, Y and Commander in Chief of the 
op Troops employed on the preſent _ 
>. Expedition. ©.” RB che 


*' Charles Knowles, Eſq; Vice Admiral of the Red. 


s The Rt. Hon. Major General Henry Seymour. Gonway. 
| | * 7 bomas 


$ - 


© © Sir Edward Hawke, 


88-3 
© Thomas Brodrick, Eſq; Rear Admiral of the White. 
£ Hon, Major General Edward Cornwall:s. 
_ © Captain George Bridges Rodney, ft, 
© Colonel George Howard, 


© 'The Council of War being aſſembled, at the Deſire 
of Sir Fohn Mordaunt, proceeded to take under Confide- 
ration, Whether it is adviſeable to land the Troops to 
attack the Forts leading to, and upon the Mouth of the 
River Charante ; and after mature Deliberation are una- 


a a _ a 


© nimouſly of Opinion, That it is adviſeable to land the 


© Troops for that Purpoſe with all poſſible Diſpatch. 


E Fdw. Hawke, Theo. Brodrick, 
© 7. Mordaunt, _  Edw. Cornwallis, 
© Cha. Knowles, Gee. Bridges Rodney, 


« H. Seymour Conway, G. Howard.” 


A PapPxk was then tendered by Sir Fobr Mordaunt to the 
Court, as containing Obſervations of Sir Fohn (now Lord) 
Ligonier, mentioned by Major General Conway to. have 
| been read at a Meeting of the Cabinet Council ; and it be- 
ing admitted by the Judge-Advocate, that the ſaid Obſer- 
vations, or Hints, were written by Sir Fobn Ligonier jp—— 
(but prior to his having any Knowledge of the Diſpoſition 
_ of the French "Troops, afterwards produced at the Cabinet 
Council)!——and that a Copy thereof had been given to Sir 
| Fohn Mordaunt at his own Deſire ; the ſaid Paper was read 
as follows : $7 Pb 


«© 'THERE 1s a Chance in the beſt concerted Military En- * 
& terprizes, which every Man of long Service muſt have 
_ © experienced ; what Share then muſt be left to Fortune in 
« an Expedition, where neither the Country, nor the Num- 
*© ber of Troops you are to att againſt, is known with any 
& Preciſion, | | | 
© The Capacity of the Generals may ſupply this want of 
\ 6 Intelligence ; but to give them any poſitive Plan or Rule 
« of Action under ſuch Circumſtances}*I apprehend would 
_ «© be abſurd. | F: FRed's | En 
« If I am rightly informed, the great Point his Majeſty 
© has in View by this Expedition, and the alarming the 
«© Coaſts of France, is the Hopes of making a powerful 
«« Diverſion in Favour of H. R. H. the Duke, as well as the 
« King of Pru//ia, who deſires and preſſes much this very 
6 very Meaſure, Tt 
D 4 | « In 


cb 0-4 = 
& In the Execution of this General Plan, a ProjeQ of 
& giving a mortal Blow to the naval Power of France is in 
* his Majeſty's Thoughts, by attacking and deſtroying, if 
= =" ay the Dock, Shipping, and naval Stores at Roche- 
6 foxrf, | Se ty GE ; 
* A Plan of that Place given by one of his Majeſty's En- 
' gineers, who was there in 1754, ſeems to encourage the 
« Attempt; and it muſt be owned, that without ſuch Au- 
< thority it could hardly be believed, that a Place of that 
«© great Importance could be left in ſo defenceleſs a Condition. 
& In all doubtful dangerous Military Attempts, the Advan- 
tages, that may accrue from Succeſs, ought to be weigh- 
& ed againſt the Damage and Misfortunes, that may be 
< the Conſequences of a Repulſe, and that well conſidered 
© may in Prudence determine the Choice. _ 

&« If an Attempt is to be made upon Rochefort, it will be 
the Part of the Admiral to know the Coaſts, to bring the | 
& 'Troops to the neareſt Place, to cover their landing by the 
 <© Diſpoſition of his Ships, and to deſtroy any Barbet Bat- 
teries, which the Enemy may have upon the Shore, ſtill 
"© remembring that if the Troops are landed at too great a 
* diftance from the Place, the Deſign will become dan- 
« gerous, and probably impratticable. Og 

« Suppoſing the "Troops landed, it muſt be left to the 
<© Conſideration of the Generals, Whether they ſhould not 
<* march with the proper Precautions, dire&ly to Rechefort, 
to prevent any Succours being thrown into the Place, at 
< the ſame 'Time, that the Marines ſhould be employed in 
< making a good Entrenchment for the Security of the 
_ <© Stores to be landed from 'Time to "Time, as well as of a 
£ Retreat in Caſe of Neceſſity. | | 
* We are told, the Country in the Neighbourhood 1s low 
& and marſhy; that Circumſtance might be of great Advan- 
* tage in this Undertaking, becauſe in that Caſe Troops can - 
not march by Overtures dans la Campagne, but muſt follow 
the Dykes, or Cawſeys, which may be eafily defended by 
« Coupures, or Redoubts. TI 6s ES 
* A ſafe and well ſecured Communication between the 
Camp and the Sea, trom whence you are to receive your 
F« Supplies of all Kinds, is abſolutely neceſſary ; the whole 
* depends upon it : — But this being done, I ſhould not be 
 F much iti Pain for the Safety of the 'Troops, an inferior 
Number dares not approach you, and one ſuperior will 
be eaſily aſſembled without your knowing it; and, at 
all Events, you have ſecured a Retreat to the Ships. 
Ce « 1] would 


Tok 


« ] would adviſe to procure Guides upon the Spot, and 
<* paying them greatly when faithful ; there are Numbers of 
«© Proteſtants in that Province, that wiſh you well, and 
* would be glad to go on Board with you. 

* As for a Coup de Main, it may, perhaps, ſucceed beſt 
at your coming up, as the Enemy may be in great Hurry, 
Surprize, and Conſternation at ſuch an unexpeQed Viſit, 
and not have had Time to make his Diſpoſitions ; but if 
that is not thought proper, it may ſucceed as well after 
* the Place has been thoroughly reconnoitred, and you have 
* fixed the Spots where you deſign to direct your greateſt Ef- 
forts, and if the Enemy ſee any Preparations for a regular 
Attack, they will leſs ſuſpeC& a Coup de Main. 


6c Bergen-oþ-Zoom was taken by Pl Coup de Main, after a 
« long Siege. 


cc 
CC 
cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 


« Main, though the Garriſon was 3000 ſtrong, after a Siege 


k. ' of 56 Days. 


<« 'The Neceſlity of dividing a {mall Garriſon in a Place of | 


ans - foch Circumference as Rochefort, may facilitate the QUC- 
5 ceſs of a bold Attempt.” 


The Hon. Lieut. Col. James Murray being ſworn, 


was aſked, what he ſaw in the Ifle of Rhe ? 
A. The Morning of the 23d, the Day of the Attack on 


_ the Ile of Aix, he went on board the Ramilies, and from the 


Poop of that Ship, with Col. Hodg fon, and Col. Wolfe, took 
a View of the Ifle of Rhz; they ſaw a Body of Men with 
two Colours, he thinks, equal to a Battalion of 600 or 700 
Men, marching along Shore to Fort Sablanceau; they ſaw 


them lodge their Colours juſt by the Side of rhe Fort, and. 


immediately fall to work upon the Fort on the Outſide of it : 


They viewed this with Teleſcopes. They ſaw likewiſe Veſ-_ 


ſels paſſing from the Ifle of Rh to the Continent, or the Con- 
tinent to the Ifle of Rhs, is not certain which ; the Veſlels 


ſeemed to be about ſixty or ſeventy Tons, as near as he 
could judge. 


Did he view the Coaſt towards Fouras, hes the 


Tranſports laid at the Ifle of Aix ? 
A. Yes, he did with a Teleſcope. 
Q. What did he obſerve ? 


A. The Morning of the 25th from his Tranſport, which 


laid of the Ifle of Aix, he took a View of the Coaſt of the 
Peninſula, upon which Fouras 1s ſituated, from the Point 
- Kext to the Ifle d' ZEnet, which 1s the northernmoſt Point of 


that 


« & Philip” s was taken by ſcaling Ladders and a Coup de 


Y 
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that Peninſula, as far South, as his Eye could reach 5 It ap- 


peared to him, that there was a very fair Bay for Landing 
very near that North Point ; but that there was a Stone Battery 


there, or Redoubt, (does not know which it was) which de- 


fended that Bay; he diſtinguiſhed ſeven or eight Embrazures 
with Guns ; likewiſe Guns, en Barbette, is not poſitive, as to 


the Number. Between this Battery, or Redoubt,” and Fou- 


ras, there was an Encampment ; the Deponent could count 


thirty Tents ; the full View of the Camp was intercepted by 


a Wood; he ſaw about 4 or 500 Men at Work upon the ſaid 
Battery, and in the Bay between that and Fouras, whom he 


imagined to belong to that Encampment. He alſo ſaw Men 


at Work upon Fouras ; and upon a rifing Ground above 
Fouras, he ſaw 11 or 12 Guns naked (no Parapet.) 'The 
Shore to the Southward of Fouras was rocky, and did not 
ſeem to afford any proper Place for a Debarkation : 'The Di- 
ſtance between the ſaid Stone Redoubt, or Battery, did not 


ſeem to exceed a Mile and a Half. Upon the Ifle Ma 


dame he ſaw People at Work, alfo two Officers Tents upon 


a riſing Ground, juſt above the Sea; he was at too great a 
Diſtance to give a diſtin Account of the Iſle Madame ; this 
was all he could ſee there. h 


Q. Whether he was near enough to diſtinguiſh from the 


Walls, whether Fort d' Aiguille was built lately or not ? 


A. It was Maſonry and appeared new; it was either new, 


_ or newly cleaned up. 


Sir Fohn Mordaunt obſerving, that Lieut. Colonel Murray, 


if he recolleQs right, was wounded at Offend, during the 
Siege, and left at Ghent, defired he would inform the Court, 
whether there were not French Militia employed at the Siege 


of Oftend, and likewiſe in Garriſon at Ghent ; and, from 


what he ſaw of the French Militia, What 1s his Opinion of 
them ! | > : 


Lieut. Col, Murray anſwered, he can't take upon him 
to ſay, there were any French Militia employed at the 
Siege of Oftend, as he was confined : but he heard there _ 


were three Battalions, as well as he can recollea. At 
Ghent, where Sir Fobn Mordaunt left him behind, he ſaw ſe- 


veral Regiments ; the Regiment of Normandy was at the ſame 
*T.ime in the Garriſon there; theſe Militia in their Cloaths and 
Appearance were like the other 'Eroops, but he had no Oppor- 
tunity of knowing any Thing of their Quality. "The Militia, 


if they were ſuch, which oppoſed our 'Troops, when they made 
he Deſcent in Britany, were a deſpicable Rabble, and made 


no 
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no Reſiſtance, they ſeemed to him to be the Poſſe Coputatus, and 
he believes them to be different from the Militia ; they were 
neither regularly cloathed, nor armed. 

Q. (by the Court.) At what 'Time he reported, or com- 
municated to Sir Fohn Mordaunt, what he had ſeen from the 
 Ramilies in the Iſle of Rhe? | 
| A. He don't recolle& that he mentioned it to Sir Fobr 
Mordaunt at all ; Colonel Hodgſon, and Colonel Wolfe being 
both there, he took it for granted they would. 

Q. At what Time he reported, or communicated to Sir 
 Fobn Mordaunt, what he ſaw from his Tranſport off the Iſle 
of Aix, on the Morning of the 25th ? 

A. He made no regular Report ; believes, he mentioned 
it one Day in the Admiral's Cabin, when every Body was giv- 
ing an Account of what they had ſeen ; but is not certain of 
that neither. 


Capt. PaTRICk Tony, Aid de Camp to Sir Fobn Mor- 
 daunt, being ſworn, and. defired to give an Account of what: 
Converſation paſſed on board the Ramzlies on the Evening of 
the 23d, about the attacking of Fort Fouras ; depoſed, that 
in the Evening after the Ifle of Aix was taken, he ſaid to Sir 
Edward Hawke, that the next Step that appeared neceſſary 
to be taken, was, to attack Fouras by ſome of the Ships, to 
bombard Rachelle, or give any other Diverſion, or Jealouſy . 
to the Enemy, and that the "Troops, in that Caſe, might be. 
| landed at Chatelaillon, or any other Spot, that might be found 
out thereabouts. "The Admiral ſaid, a little 'Time, after what 
the Deponent has now repeated was ſpoke to him, that he 
would lay a Ship along-ſide of Fouras, bombard Rochelle, and 
the Troops might land ; he recolle&s, that Col. Wolfe im- 
mediately took up the Converſation, and the Diſcourſe con- 
tinued between him and the Admiral. 


Capt. Trxomas Oszexr MorbaunT, Aid de Camp to 
Sir Fobn Mordaunt, being ſworn, and aſked, Whether he 
was preſent at any Converſation with Sir Edward Hawke, 
on the Evening of the 23d? _ 

Depoſed that he remembers being preſent at a Diſcourſe 
that Evening, but can't now take upon him to deliver what 
paſſed ; buton the Morning of the 24th, he received a Meſ- 
ſage from Sir Edward Hawke, deſiring him to come down to 
him in the Cabin, where he found the Admiral, the Vice- 


Admiral, and the Pilot of the Magnanime ; Sir Edward 
Hawke 


[ 60 ] 

Hawke deſired the Deponent, as he did not underſtand French 
himſelf, to aſk the Pilot ſome Queſtions, and explain his An- 
ſwers to them.—Among other Queſtions, he aſked particu- 
Jarly about the Approach of Ships of War to Fort Fouras ; 
the Pilot ſaid, he would undertake to carry the Magnanime 
within half a Mile, even within a Quarter of a Mile of the 
Fort, but then he muſt run her upon the ſoft Mud, from 
whence the next Tide would bring her off. Sir Edward 

aſked the Pilot, if by lightning the Barfleur he could bring. 
her as near ; he anſwered, he could, but had rather go with 
the Magnanime : The Admiral ſeemed ſatisfied with this 
Diſcourſe, ſaying, that would do, or to that Effe&t. 
.  Q. Does he recolle&, whether the Pilot ſpoke of a Prench 
Mile, or an Engliſh M le? 

A. The Deponent aſked him particularly, What Miles he 
meant ; and the Pilot anſwered, © Miles of England.” 
__ Vice Admiral CHARLES Knows being ſworn, and deſi- 
red to inform the Court, what Thierry the Pilot told him of the 
Swell of the Sea in the Road of Baſque; ſaid, he has declared 
that in the Council of War held on the 2 $th of September. 

Q. Does he recolle&, when he firſt mentioned it ? 

A. Hecan +; recolle&; it muſt have been before the Coun-' 
_ cil of War, or elſe he could not have mentioned it there. 
The Paſſage he refers to in the Minutes of the Council of 
War 1s this «© 'The ableſt Pilot having informed the 
 & Council, that he had been at Anchor ſeven Weeks in this 
© Road, and not a Boat been able to pals or repaſs.” 


'The following Liſt of Ships ſent out under the Commange 
of Sir Edward Hawke on the Expedition being, by Deſire of 
a Member of the Court, ſhewn to Vice Admiral Knowles, he 
informed the Court, that all the Ships contained in the ſaid 
Liſt, except the Southampton, were in the Baſque Road, 
which Ship having taken a FRgNGs the Admiral ſent her in- 
to Port, viz. 


_ Rate Guns Men Ships PRs Commanders 
_ I——-100—870——Royal George Matthew Buckle 
2— go—780——Ramilies James Hobbs 
770——Neptune James Galbraith 
750—— Namur - Peter Denis 
B4—770 Royal William Witt, Taylor 
80—700 Barfleur Samuel Graves 
34——80—666 —Princeſs Amelia Stephen Colby 


74—700——Magnanime Hon. Richard Howe 
790 Torbay Hon, Aug. Keppel 
Cov ———Dublia Geo. B. Rodney 


70 
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Guns Men 


Rate Ships 
70——520—— Burford 
64——500——Alcide 

4th—00——420 America 
420——Achilles 
420 Medway 
 420— Dunkirk 
gth—32—220 Southampton 
bth—28—200 Coventry 
Fri rgate—18—120 Cormorant 
120——Poſtillion 
120 Beaver 
16— 80——Pelican 
14— 80 Eſcort 
Bomb— 8— 60——Firedrake 
_ 60-——Infernal 
Fireſhip — 45—Pluto 
_ 45 Proſerpine | 
Buſs — 645 -=Canterbury 


| ;——Medway 
Hoſp. Ship 22—100-—Thetis 


Hunter Cutter 


: Vice Admiral Knowles being aſked (by the Court) has 
many Men, as he thinks, could have been landed in one Em- 


barkation ? 


A. He was on another Bervice entirely diſtant from that 
of the Embarkation, and cannot anſwer that Queſtion. 

Q. What occaſioned the Fleet not coming into the 
| Road ſooner than the 23d, leeing they made the Coaſt on 


the 20th ? 


A. He will give the beſt Account he can, without his | 
but for want of them cannot be # | 
-In the Morning of the 20th, 
Sir Edward Hawke gave him the following Order, viz. 


 Log-Book and Journal ; 
particular as to the "ma 


_ J. Gilchritt 


Commanders 
James Young 
James Pol 
Hon. John Byron 
Hon. S. Barrington | 
Charles Proby | | 
Robert Digby | 


Carr Scrope 
Benjamin Clive. 
William Cooper 
Edward Gaſcoigne 
James O'Hara 
Charles Ingliſs 
Owen Edwards 
James WKenzie 
John Lindley 
Francis Banks 
Thomas Lempriere 
Charles Lucas 
John Moutray 


© By Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of the Bath, Admiral of [ | 
© the Blue Squadron of His Majeſty's Fleet, &c. | 


«© Ifin ſtanding in between the Ifles of Rb# and Oleron, 1 
© ſhall find the Winds and Weather will admit of proceeding 


© to Baſque Road, and attacking the Ifle of Ax, I will hoiſt | 84 
© a red Flag on the Flagſtaff at the Foretop-gallantmaſt- IJ 
© head, and fire three Guns ; then you are hereby required 
© and direQed, without Loſs of Time, to ſtand in as near to | 
© the ſaid Ifle of Aix, as the Pilots will carry you, with all, 
© or as many of the Ships of your Diviſion, as you ſhall think 
« ſufficient for that Service, and batter it, till ſuch Time as 11 
© the Garriſon ſhall either ſurrenger, or abandon it. In either 


« Caſg 


\% 


6 ] 
«© Caſe you are to Land a Number of Men ſufficient to de- 
« moliſh it with all poſſible Diſpatch, ſending me the earlieſt 
« Intelligence of your Proceedings, For which this ſhall be 
« your Order. | oh 
< Given under my Hand on Board His Majeſty's 
* Ship, Ramiltes at Sea, this 20th Sept, 1757. 
no *FED.HAWKE-: 

© 'To Charles Knowles, Eſq; Vice- - 7 

Admiral of the Red Squadron 

of His Majeſty's Fleet _ | | 

© By Command of the Admiral, © 7. Hay.” 


'The Signal being given, the Deponent about Noon, took 
his Leave of Sir Edward Hawke, and made Sail with his Di- 
viſion. "The Medway, which was a-head by Sir Edward's 
Order, to look out for the Land, about two or three o'Clock, 
as near as he can remember, made a Signal for ſeeing the 
Land ; very ſoon after the Deponent ſaw it himſelf : As his 
own Ship and thoſe of his Diviſion were ordered to prepare 
for the Attack, the Lieutenant, or the Captain, came to ac- 
quaint him, the Ship was clear, and ready for ACtion ; this 
was about Four o'Clock, the Wind at that Time, and to 
the beſt of his Remembrance the whole Day, was about 
N. F. As he looked upon a Ship cleared, and in Order for 
Battle, to be a very entertaining Sight, he defired Major 
General Conway to go down to fee his Ship between Decks : 
While they were viewing her, one of his Lieutenants came _ 
down, ſent by the Captain, to acquaint him, Capt. Keppel 
hailed the Ship, and told them, there was a French Man of 
War ſtanding in for the Fleet ; for ſome ſhort Space of Time 
the Deponent took no Notice of it, thinking it impoſlible, 
the Fleet ſhould not fee her ; a ſecond Meſſage was ſent him 
down to the ſame Purpoſe, he then immediately went upon 
Deck with General Conway, and was ſhewn her by his Capt. 
when with their Glaſſes they plainly diſcovered her to be a 
two-deck'd Ship ; ſhe ſoon made a private Signal by hoiſting 
a Jack at her Mizen-topmaſt-head ; the Deponent was in 
Doubt, whether to make a Signal to any of his Diviſion to 
chace, being ordered on a different Service, which he took 
Notice of to Major General Conway, and to his Captain ; 
he judges, he was then at leaſt five Miles a-head of SirEdward 
Hawke, and the Enemy's Ship much nearer to him and his 
Diviſion, than they were to Sit Edward Hawke and the reſt 
of the Fleet ; and he plainly ſaw, if ſome of his Diviſion did 
not chaſe her, none of the others could poſſibly fee her, fo as 


Wn --- 
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to chaſe her, when Night came on. 'The Magnanime was 
then about two Miles to Leeward of them, on which he threw 
out her Signal to chace, and hailed Capt. Keppel in the Torbay, 
and direQed him to chace alſo ; obſerving at the ſame 'Time, 
to Major General Conway and his Captain, that if Sir Fdward 
Hawke did not approve of what he had done, he would cer- 
_ tainly call them in again; but, inſtead of that, Sir Edward _ 
threw out their Signals to chace, by way of confirming what 
he had done ; and in Addition made the Royal -/lliam's 
Signal alſo, belonging to his Diviſion ; two more Signals for 
Ships in the reſt of the Fleet were thrown out afterwards, and 
very ſoon recalled. Early the next Day in the Morning, 
Sir Edward Hawke ſent the Deponent the following Order 
to take under his Command three other Ships in the Room of 
thoſe three Ships that were detached to chace, viz. 


. © By Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of the Bath, 

© Admiral of the Blue Squadron of His Ma- 
6 jelly's Fleet. CR 

| © You are hereby required and direfted to 
* Dublin, * take under your Command the Ships named in 
* Burford, © the Margin ; the Captains of which have my 
* Achilles. © Orders to follow your DireQtions; and proceed 
© without a Moment's Loſs of Time, to put in_ 
© Execution the Orders you received from me 
© Yeſterday, For which this ſhall be your Order. 


6-"T'< SY « Given under my 
* Charles Knowles Eſq; Vice- © Hand on Board his 

* Admiral of the Red Squadron « Majeſty's Ship Ra- 
© of His Majeſty's Fleet, © milies, at Sea, this 


© 21it Sept. 1757. 


© By Command of the of 

« Admiral, BD. HAWKE. 
(EL MAE. =. ek nb 

In Obedience to that Order, the Deponent proceeded 
with his Diviſion with all the Sail they could carry, to get 
| In, and make, what land it was ; he judges it was about | 
9 o'Clock, when they were got within about two Miles of 
the Land, in eleven Fathoms Water, very hazy thick Wea- 
ther, that as his Pilot deſired, the Ship might be tacked 
and laid with the Head off till it cleared, ſo as he could ſee 
his Marks. Whilſt he was laying to, he made a Signal for 


the Captains of his Diviſion, and ordered them to m_ for 
cir 
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their Pilots, no two of whom agreed, what Land it was ; 
their ſeveral Examinations he took down, and immediately 
ſent them to Sir Edvard Hawke, who by that Time was ad- 
vanced nearer to him by two or three Miles than he was be- 
fore, as he the Deponent laid with his Head off Shore. In 
his Letter to Sir Edward he acquainted him, that not 
one of the Pilots would even take Charge to lead in with a 
twenty Gun Ship ; if they would, his Diviſion ſhould have 


followed her. . Soon after his Boat went away, he made a 
Signal for ſpeaking with the Admiral, ſeeing he continued 
_ under Sail, and did not {top to take up his Boat. At the 


ſame time he made fail with his Diviſion towards him, and 
by about twelve joined him ; when the Deponent got on 
board him, he was ſurprized to ſee Mr. Keppel on Board, and 
alſo to find the Magnanime and Royal William had joined him 
again, which the thick weather had prevented the Depo- 
nent's knowing. Sir Edward Hawke, upon the Deponent's 
acquainting him with what had happened, (for he thinks he 


\ got on board, before his Letter) immediately ſent for the 
Pilot of the Magnanime, at the ſame time telling the Depo- 


nent, he judged what was the Matter when he ſaw him 
bring to, for his Pilot had refuſed carrying his Ship in: When 


_ the Pilot of the Magnanime came on board, he immediately 
told them what land it was; and after offering to carry 


the Fleet in, returned on board his own Ship, and led the. 
Deponent's Diviſion in, the Admiral and the reſt of the Fleet 
following. The Wind was pretty freſh all this Day, till to-_ 
wards the Evening, when about fix o'Clock the Tide of 


' Flood being ſpent, the Magnanime made the Signal to an- 
Chor; they were then in the, Mouth of the Pertuis of 4n- 
 tioche > About 8 o'Clock Sir Edward Hawke made the Signat 


for the Fleet te Anchor, and they continued working in, and 
anchored, as they came into proper Births, all Night — 


| Farly in the Morning of the 22d the Magnanime made the 


Signal, when the Neponent weighed with his Diviſion, and 


| Sir Edward Hawke and the reſt of the Fleet weighed alſo: 
About 11 o'Clock it falling calm, the Signal was again 


made to anchor ; about 'Two or Three a ſmall Breeze 


ſpringing up weſterly, the Magnanime made the Signal and 
weighed again, and the Deponent ran in with his Diviſion, 


till between 9 and 10 o'Clock at Night, Sir Edward Hawke 

and the Fleet of Tranſports all following, when the Depo- 

nent's Diviſion came to an Anchor. | | 
Q. When was the Demolition of the Iſle of Aix em 
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A. About 5 o'Clock in the Evening of the Day be- 
fore that, on which they ſailed for England. 

|  Q. Whether a Council of War, if thought neceſſary, 
could have been held on the Evening of the 24th, after re- 
ceiving the Report of the Rear Admiral and Captains ? 
A. As to the Poflibllity of it, or notz he can't anſwer, 
the Council of War wanting the "Teſtimony of ſeveral E- 
 vidences, of whom he cannot ſay, where they were, or 
| when they could have been collefted together ; beſides, Ad- 


miral Brodrick was: juſt returned - from Sounding, and had 
been up all the Night before, and, Colonel Howard, one 


of the Members of the Council, who was in the Fort at the 
Tſe of Aix, muſt have been ſent for, which would have 
takenup 3 or 4 Hours, it being 9 or 10 Miles diſtant. 
 Q. (At Sir John Mordaunt's Defire.) Whether that F- 
 vening was not employed on board his, the Vice-Admiral's 
Ship, in getting proper Intelligence concerning Rochefort © 
A On the 24th in. the Morning, the Day after the At- 


tack of the Iſle of 4:x, the Deponent ſaw his Signal out on 


board Sir Edward Hawke ; on which Major General Conway 
and he went away immediately; Sir Edward Hawke, on 
their coming on board, told the Deponent, Admiral Bro- 


' drick and three Captains were gone reconnoitring for a 


Landing-Place, and he wiſhed for their ſpeedy Return. As 
that Signal, which was out on board Sir Edward, was for 
the Rear-Admiral as well as the Deponent, being a Standard 
at the Enſign-Staff, and the Veſſels, which Admiral Bro- 
drick had with him, were not in Sight, he begged of Sir 


Edward to make the Signal for all Land and Sea General 


Officers, which is the Standard at the Mizen Top-maſt 
Head, that being moſt diſcernible at a Diſtance, and to re- 
peat firing a Gun every Hour, which he did; Before Four, 


Admiral Brodrick and the Captains returned, very much fa- 
tigued, and drew up their Report. Aﬀer taking a Morſel 


of Dinner they all got into their Boats and went away tothe 


' He of Atix (excepting Admural Brodrick) in order to colle&t 


what Intelligence they could from the Priſoners taken in the 
Fort ; a Number of the .Priſoners were {ent on board the 
Deponent's Ship, and examined, one by one, by General 


Conway, he ſpeaking French, till near 1x o'Clock at Night, 


when Sir Edward Hawke and Sir Fohn Mordaunt went a way; 
and the Admiral declared his Intention of holding a Council 
of War on board the Deponent's Ship the next Morning, 
which was accordingly done. 
. Q. Whether the Pilot of the Neptune was examined that 
Night ? ' A. Be 
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A, He cannot remember. 
'Q. Does he recolle& any Thing lating to ag Report, 


_Captain-Proby made to the Admiral, of his having ſpoke to a 
. Dutch Maſter, in relation to the French having made great 


Preparations at Rochelle and St. Martins ? 
A. He conceives, that is contained in the Minutes of the 


Council of War of the 25th, among the Reaſons aſſigned 
for the Opinion of that Council ; but in regard to what paſ- 
| ſed at that Council, he informed the Court, that he took 


very exact Minutes, - which he has now with him, and 


he. laid the ſame before the Court, in the Words following, 
VIZ, 


© Sir Edward Hawke O InftruQions read, dated the 5th. of 


K Auguſt, 1757, as far as 1s found oraQticable (2uere, Intel. 
© ligence if to be conſidered, or believed before Trial.) _ 


« dir. John Mordaunt”s InftruQions read—— conformable to 


© theother——dated the 3d of Auguſt. 
| Ahriteney to Mr. Secretary Pit, 
* dated 11th of Augu/t, 10 o'Clock at Night, Iſle of 


© Letter from Sir Zohn 


* Wight, —— regarding contrary Winds | preventing the 
* ſudden Execution of 'his Majeſty's InſtruQiions. 


<5"; Secretary Pitt's Anſwer read, dated the 1 38 of 
* Auguft, 


clear, as to Power of j by udging. 
* Mr. Secretary P:tt's Letter to Sir 


* ſtruction of Rochefort, and clear as to Limitation of time. 

© DP. to Sir Fohn Mordaunt -D. D. 

© Report Admiral Brodrick. 

© On Examination of Col. Clark, all that cont be ga- 
© thered is, that the Army are to march up to ſee, if Roche- 
* fort can be eſcaladed or not, but that all opening of 


© Trenches for carrying on of a regular Siege were not 1 in his 
© Plan for attacking it. 


© Bonneville a Ditch. | | 
« Pilot Neptune——a Ditch and Sluices. 
© Prifoners—Ditto— t& Contra, and worked on Fortifica- 


- unfiniſhed, 


© tions about a F ore 


- © 12 Broke up, 


It being 'Three o*Clock, 


 ADJOURNED till To-Morrow, at T en in the Mor-. 


ning. 


SATURDAY, 


| dward Hawke, dated | 
_ © the 15th of September—urging the Attempt for the De- 
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SATURDAY, 17 DECEMBER, 1757. 


«HE COURT being met, and Vice Admiral Knowles 


not being yet come ; 
-_ - Tax ForLowin Letters of the 18th and 19th of Auguft 
laſt, from Captain Archibald Clevland, to John Clevland, Eſq; 
Secretary to the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, 
and proved by him to have been received on the 19th of the 
ſame Month, were read by Deſire of Sir John Mordaunt, viz. 
| ow Gibraltar, Tpeinved, Auguſt 19th, 1757. 

56. IR, 

«© Be pleaſed to inform the Lords Commiſſioners of the 


ec Admiraty of the Incloſed ; I ſhould have ſent it Yeſter-= _ 


"We nb but thro? Hurry I had miſlead It. 
RE  *. -» 
« Your moſt Humble Servant, 


« ARCH. CLEVLAND.” 
« Gibraltar, Spithead, Auguſt 18th, 1757.4 © 


Mn | 
50> 'On Wedneſday the 17th of Auguft, about 12 o'Clock at 
© Noon, I ſpoke with a Dutch Convoy from Rochelle, there 


&« were two Men of War, one of 60 Guns and one of 44 
« Guns, with 55 Sail of Merchantmen ; the firſt Lieute- 
& nant of the 60 Gun Ship came on board me, and told _ 


© me, that the French expeCted a Viſit from us at Rochelle, 
« but made no Preparation. 


_ « I am your moſt humble Servant, | 


«© ARCH. CLEVLAND. ” 
_ Lievr. WilLam Roy Engineer being ſworn, was 


aſked, if he had as many Workmen as he choſe to bave, 


how long Time it would take to throw up a Work of three 

hundred Yards, ſo as to make it defenſible againſt any ſud- 
den Aſſault ? 

A, He believes it extremely difficult to determine any 

_ Thing of that Kind exa&tly, becauſe it muſt depend on the> 

Nature of the Soil where the Work is to be thrown up, 

and on the Number of Men, which can be employed on 


that Work, but he is nevertheleſs of opinion, that in any 


ordinary Soil, ſo ſmall an Extent of Entrenchment as 60, 
IOO, or ZOO Yards might be thrown up, and in the Space of 
two or three Days made ſo ſtrong, as to render it unaſlail- 
able, till ſuch Time, as it was battered and laid open by 
Cannon, and in the ſame Time he thinks even a covered 


E 2 | Way, 


k / OW iy 
Ln OR ns RCW oy AST CO eg 7 
fo | Be er Rnnatn co ——__ 


> 


ee ns - "ha -* 2 
< - 


- Senn 5 on. g 
*. = _ - - GL IEES & - =} Ce c , 
- ALI ASET e y te 4 : ag : 
J RE IIS 17-00 oo ER wo Ef rs : ; 
ft aw on het . ; — —_ - — 6 q 
EET . ——_ And —— . =dr- 00 NY 
ET II - 
, 
NR a - 


COS Y 


— "0. CREE yr 1 her cd get one UT Is ey 
—— —— 
Ta, _ - SISSY 
gr - IE 


: - - * " 
SAC - A —— 
Ws 5 dio +» = 

— _—__— ——— 4 > — —roaO — —_ þ. Wy 
: —_ _ - ——  —— _ py 
> 9 | GR Wn art 99h yt a" wr = 


D certain of the Number of each. 


— p_ % 4 £ 
CCRCR__Prxrx— HE, IK 
Mi 50> 4s Seattcs vg 
Coq mg 70S 
eter en erg LLCLNKCGEY 


— 
C—— 
COIL _ _—_ 


le, and Magneſs in a Manner to attemptit. The Deponent | 


[ 68 ] 


Way, Glacis, and perhaps an advanced Ditch might be 
- made, 


Q. Had the Expedition "Train of Artillery ſufficient to 
oppoſe to the Cannon of a fortified 'Town ? | 

A. He imagines not ; believes, they had only 12 Pieces of 
battering Cannon z is not certain, — 

Q. Of what Calibre were the Cannon ? * _ 

A. Twelve Pounders and 'Twenty-four Pounders, is not 
A RETURN from the Ordnance Office being inſpeQted, 
it thereby appeared, that the Ordnance ſent out on the 
Expedition 1s as follows, viz. | 


Ordnance Heavy. | Proportion. 


Braſs, mounted ;on travel- ED 
ling Carriages, complenes3 24 Pounders  ——— 6 
_ with Limbers, &c. he "TR 5 4 
__ Oragnance Light. 
Braſs, mounted on travel- | 
ling Carriages, with Lim-J 6 Pounders —— IO 
bers, Ammunition, Boxes, } 43 ——— — 6 
and Elevating Screws, | | 


10 Inches mn—_—_—— 


| Moxrtars on their Beds, ; 8 — —— 2 


4+ Cohorns m— 20 


Lieut. Roy being aſked, what Number of Artillery Horſes 


there were? _ bf 
+ Anſwered, He does not know exaQly the Number, never 
having ſeen the Return of them. 


. ir Fohn Mordaunt informed the Court, the Number of | 


Artillery Horſes were Forty, 


The Honourable MaJor-GENERAL EpwarD. 
Cornwallis being ſworn, and deſired to inform the Court, 
what he knows in regard to the Opinion of the Sea Officers, 


as to the Difficulty of landing in the Night of the 28th, de- 


poſed, that he went on board the America, the Ship ap- 
pointed for the Rendezvous, about 'Ten or Eleven o*Clock- 


that Night, and was there ſome Time before Sir Fohn Mor- 
daunt came ; there were ſeveral Captains of Men of War on 


board, and the Deponent found by them, that the landing. 


in their Opinion, would be dangerous, almoſt impraQtica- 


1.09 1 
had much Diſcourſe with Capt. How in particular, who ex- 
preſſed himſelf with a great deal of Warmth, and ſeemed 
yoo uneaſy at the Undenaking ; he ſaid there would be at 
leaſt ſix Hours in towing to get tothe ſhore againſta Head-Sea, 
and likewiſe five or ſix Hours more before a ſecond Embarkation 
could be made to- ſupport the firſt ; that the Boats might be a 
conſiderable Time under the Enemy's Batteries, if they had 
any, the Men ſtowed ſo in the Boats as not to be able to. 
make uſe of their Arms, ſo as to make any ſort of Defence, 
and no Ships to prote& them. Captain How ſaid, though he 
was not upon that particular Duty, yet he thought it of ſuch 
Conſequence, that he could not het declaring his Opinion, 
and that he would mention it to the Commander in chief, 
when he came on board. This likewiſe ſeemed to be the 
general Opinion, particularly Captains Denis and Buckle, 
ſhewed diſlike to the Attempt. After Sir Fohn Mordaunt 
came on board the America, and heard the general Opinion, 
_ as to the Difficulty of landing, he talked with Major General 
Conway, Colonel H:ward, and the Deponent, on the Subject, 
and they all agreed, that the Attempt would be wrong as 
the Wind then was. Sir Fohr Aer deunt thereupon ordered 
_ the Troops to reimbark, from the Boats on board the 'Tranſ- 
ports, many of them having been ſome time embarked, and 
then returned on board the Ramilies. The Deponent ſtaid 
at his Poſt till it was Day-light, and until Sir Edward Hawke 
had ordered all the Boats to. their different Ships again, and 
then went on board his own Ship the Princeſs Ame/ra. 

Q. (By theCourt)Upon the 25th, if it had then been thought 
adviſeable to land, would the ſame Difficulties have occured ? 

A. He does not particularly recolle& ; as to the Weather 
and the Head-Sea he thinks not ; but as for the Diſtance of 
_ the Tranſports from the Place, at which it was intended to 

land, they were on the 25th as far, and, he rather thinks, 
farther of | On To ns 

Q. At what Place the landing was intended to be made on 
the 28th? -— ED 
A. In the Bay of Chatelaillon. | 

Q. How many Days Proviſion were the Troops to take on 
Shore with them? _ 

A. He thinks, four Days Proviſion, 

Q. At what . Time were the Boats ordered back again to 
the 'TI'ranſports and Men of War ? 
A. Hecan't eaſily fay ; thinks Sir Edward Hawke's Order 
for that Purpoſe was about an Hour and an half, or two Hours 
after the Return of Sir John Mordaunt on board the Ramilies. 
 Q. Whether the Purport of the Memorial of the Diſpo- 
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ſition of the Troops of France, which repreſents ten thouſand 
Men only upon the Coaſt, from $S?. Valery to Bourdeaux, was 
communicated by Sir Fohn Mordaunt to the Council of War 
of the 25th? 
A. He can't recolleCt ; the rather thinks not. 
Q. How many Debarkations would it have taken to com- 


pleat the whole ? 


A. The Boats, as he underſtood, would have contained | 
from 1500 to 1800 Men: and ſuppoſing all the Boats to have 
returned ſafe to the Ships, the ſame Number would have been 


| Janded in the ſecond embarkation, and by that Reckoning, it 


would have taken four or five Debarkations. 
Q. After the Soldiers were diſembarked, whether it would 
not have required another Embarkation at leaſt for the Ar- 


_ tillery, Stores, and Horſes ? 


A. It wonld have taken, as he conceives, more than one 
Embarkation for the Artillery and Stores; and the Horſes he . 
doubted of their heing able to land at all; he thinks they muſt 


| have been landed in Long-boats, or ſwam on Shore, if it 


could have been effected at all. 
 Q. Would the Flux and Reflux of the Tide have cauſed 


_ any Alteration in the Matter ? 


A. He is not a competent Judge. 

Q. Did he attend the Cabinzt-Council, or any of the Meet- 
ings before they went upon the Expedition ? 

A. He attended the firſt Cabinet- Council, 

Q. From the Converſation he had there, did he not expeRt 


: great aſſiſtance from the Fleet ? 


A. Yes, he certainly did ; but they appeared at that 
Meeting ſo totally ignorant of the Bay, of the Place of Land- 
ing, or of the Coaſt, that it finiſhed with ſending for the Pilot, 
(T bierry, as he believes; it was a Pilot then at Sprthead.) The 
other two Councils he did not attend, being ordered to the 
Ile of Fight, to take the Command of the Troops there. 

+ Q. Were any of the Admirals or principal Sea-Officers 
preſent at that Meeting ? 

A. Sir Edward Hawke and Vice Admiral Knowles were there. | 

Q. (By defire of Sir Fohn Mordaunt) Was application 


_ made at that Viecting for additional Strength of Artillery ? 


A, He can't directly ſay, whether for more Artillery or 
not ; ſome demands were made ; he thinks for more Troops. 

LizUTENANT COLONEL MURRAY, being again called 
jn, was examined. 

Q. On the 29th, when he was ordered by Sir John Mor- 
aaunt to reconnoitre the Coait, what Obſervations he reported 
to Sir Zohn ? A. Colonel 


Ef 1 

_ - A. Colonel Howard, Lieutenant Colonel Wolfe, Captain 
| #lw, and the Deponent, went on board the Y*per Sloop, 

which Sloop lay neareſt the Shore in the Bay of Chate/aillon, 
"They viewed the Coaſt from the Top of the Awning,(which. 
is elevated above the Deck) and ſaw a 'Tent and fix Guns 
naked upon the bluff Point of Chatelai/lon, From that Point 
to the Point Angolin they computed it to be about three Miles 
_ and an half, or four ; all which afforded a good Landing ; . 
but there was a Ridge of Sand-Hills, that ran from Point to 
Point quite along the Bay, within about forty Yards of High _ 
Water Mark, to the beſt of his Judgment. Theſe Sand-Hills | 
ſeemed to be about 25 or 3o Feet, in general, perpendicular 
Height, and capable of concealing any Number of Troops 
from their Sight. They ſaw no "Troops, Redoubts or Bat- 
teries, (excepting the Battery he has mentioned) to oppoſe 
a Debarkation, The Captain of the Viper Sloop told them, 
that upon the 26th he had ſeen a conſiderable Body of 
Troops, with ſeveral Pair of Colours, march along the Shore 
from Rochelle, and that they encamped in the Bay that After- 
noon behind the Sand-Hills ; which Sand-Hills the Captain 
of the Y:per called an Entrenchment ; that the Men went to 
Work the ſame Afternoon upon theſe Sand-Hills; and the 
next Day their 'Tents were more covered, intercepted by the 
Work they had thrown up, and at laſt they were intirely 
covered, ſo that he could not ſee them from his Awning. 
That, however, the 28th, (the Day before their coming on 
board) he had ſeen them from his Main-top ; but that Capt. 
Hiww had been that Morning of the 29th to his Main-top, 
but ſaw neither Troops nor Encampment. Captain Cooper, 
_ Commander of the Ship that laid next to the Yiþer Sloop, . 
told them he had ſeen the Troops from his Top-gallant- 
maſt-head that ſame Morning, that being an higher Ship.— 
From the Viper Sloop they rowed into the Shore, as near as 
they thought it prudent ; but ſaw nothing more from the 
Boats, than they had done from the Awning of the Ship. 
When they returned, they reported this to Sir Fohn Mordaunt, 
_ and, as heremembers, alſo mentioned to him, that theGround 
| beyond the Sand-Hills was ſuch, as Calvary could aCt in. - 

Q. At what Time of the Day did they make this Report 
to Sir Fohn Mordaunt ? 

A. About Five o'Clock in the Afternoon of the 29th. 

Q. (By deſire of Sir Fohn Mordaunt) As he reconnoitred 
that Coaſt, what Number of Troops, under a good Officer, 
does he imagine ſufficient to have defended the Bay of Chate- 
iaillen againit their Landing, had it been attempted ? - 
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A. It is Matter of Opinion, that depends greatly on the Ca- 
pacity of the Officer; he thmks, againſt two bined Men, 
which he believes was the whole Number the Boats could 
have embarked at once, one Batallion of Infantry, and two 
Squadrons of Dragoons, with fix Field-pieces, might have 
rendered their landing ineffeQtual, had it been made on the 
29th, when the Wind was as ſtrong, as it was on the 28th. 
— [In his Opinion, if the Wind was to the Weltward, they 
_ could not have landed at all. 

Q. (By the Court) How near was it neceſſary for the 
Boats to have gone to the ſix Pieces of Cannon mentioned 
In his Evidence ? 

A. Had they gone down to the Angolin, they might have 
been entirely out of the reach of the Guns, and had they 
gone direaly under the bluff Point, they would not long 
have been annoyed by them. 

Q. Did he ever hear, how far it was from Rochelle to the 
| Place, where they were to land ? 

A. From the Point of Angolin does not appear to be above 
three Miles from Rochelle, as far as he could judge from the 
_ Eye, and from the Map he has ſeen 3 but to the Cod of the 
Bay, believes, about five Miles. - 

 Q. Whether the Captain of the Fiper mentioned the Num- 
ber of the Troops he had ſeen? 
_ A. He thinks the Captain mentioned having ſeen ſix Co- 
| tours; he can't take upon him to ſay, whether he mentioned 
how many 'Troops. 

MajorR-GENERAL CornnwaLLIs was further examined. 

Q. Whether Sir John Adordaunt did fummon all the Land- 
Officers of the Council of War to conſider of a Letter of Sir 
Edward Hawke, propofing a Return to England ? 

A. On the 29th of September, the Deponent received a 
Letter from Sir Foba Mordaunt in the Middle of the Day, 
deſiring he would attend him that Afternoon on board the 
| Ramilies. The Deponent went accordingly, and after having 
been there fome Time, Sir John Mordaunt (he believes it 
was then about the Hour of Seven) fent in for him and Colo- 
nel Howard, Major-General Conway being already with him. 
_ Sir Fobn told them, that he had received a Letter from Sir 
Edward Hawke, which he gave the Deponent to read, and 
which he beheves to be the ſame, as now produced in 
Court, Vtz. 


ade  Ramilias, Baſque "IP Sept. 29, I757. 


 Shonld the General Officers of the Troops _ 
«© ther 
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<« ther military Operations to propoſe, conſiderable enough 
<« to authorize my detaining the Squadron under my com- 
« mand longer here, I beg Leave to acquaint you, that I 
<« intend to proceed with it for Eng/and without Loſs of Time, 
ho I am, SIR, ; 1 | 
© Your moſt Obedient, 

To Sir John « Moſt Humble Servant, 
 Mordaunt. | © ED. HAWKE.” 

And he aſked the Deponent's Opinion, as alſo that of the 
others, what was proper to be done upon it ; the Deponent 


_ told Sr Jouns he knew pretty well his Opinion ; for that he 


had conſtantly been againſt landing, ſince the Council of War 
of the 25th, and that every Day and every Hour they ſtaid, 


he ſhould be more and more againft it ; that there was no Ser- 
vice of Conſequence to be done, and therefore he was of Opi- 


nion to return. 

Q. Did they not all unanimouſly concur in Opinion to re- 
turn ? | | 
A. He thinks Major-General Conway did heſitate upon it ; 


but did afterwards come into the general Opinion for returning. 


Q. (By the Court) Whether Sir Edward Hawke was on 
board at the Time? | 
A. He was on board; but not preſent at the Council, or 
Meeting. "A | | BE 
Q. Were not they, who were aſſembled, the four Ofi- 
cers appointed for the holding Councils of War at Land? 
A. Yes, as he underſtood it. | | 


Q. Can he give any Reaſon, why the Admirals and the 
_ eldeit Sea-Captain were not at that Council of War ? | 


A. He cannot. | 


Q. Did Major-General Conway, when he heſitated, urge 


any Objeaions ? 


A. He thinks ons new, or that tended to convince the 
id not propoſe any Operations, as he 


Deponent at all ; he 


Q. What was doing the 26th, and 27th? 
A. A Propoſal was made, as he believes, on the 26th, is 


not ſure, by Major-General Conway about landing on the 


Ifle of Oleron ; Sir Edward Hawke made ſome ObjeQtion ; 


the Deponent likewiſe was of a different Opinion, as think- 
' Ing it tended to nothing of Conſequence. | 


Q. (By Sir Fobn Mordaunt's Deſire) What was his, Sir 
Fohn Mordaunt's, Opinion at that Conſultation ? 

A. Sir Mordaunt ſaid, that, if it was the general 
Opinion, he ſhould concur 1 it. s 
an 
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In regard to the 27th, the Deponent informed the Court, 


that he received a Meſſage from Sir Fohn Mordaunt that Day, 
to come down to the Ifle of ix ; he accordingly went there 
m the Morning, where he met Sir Fohn Mordaunt, with Sir 
Edward Hawke, Vice-Admiral Knowles, and Major-General 


Conway (whether Colonel Howard was there, he can't ſay) 


they ſeemed to be employed in viewing Fort Fouras with Spy- 


ing-Glaſſes and Teleſcopes, to ſee what they could make of 


that Fort ; the Deponent could make nothing of it himſelf at 


ſo great a Diftance, fo as to form any Kind of Judgment a- 
bout it. After having been there ſome Time, the Deponent 


afked Sir Fobn Mordaunt if he had any Commands for him, 


and Sir John anſwering him, that he had not, he returned on 


board his own Ship. _ Ls 
_ © Q. (By Sir Fobn Mordaunt's Deſire) Did he receive a Sum- 
mons that Evening to attend a Council of War the next Day, 
to conſider of an Attack of the Forts on the Mouth of the 
 Charente? cet 


" A. He did receive a Summons to attend a Council of War 


the next Day ; can't ſay now, what it contained.  _ 
Q. (By the Court) While they were at Ax on the 27th, 
was there any Conſultation between the Generals and Ad- 
mirals ? ee RX | | 
A. Theydid at Times talk together, but the Deponent did 
not hear that Diſcourſe z there was no general Conſultation. 
Vict-ApmtRAL KNOWLES was again called in, and 


it being obſerved ta Sir Fohn Mordaunt, that the Minutes of 


the Council of War, which ſpeak only in general Terms of 
« feveral Informations received of 'Troops aſſembled in the 
< Neighbourhood,” would not be ſufficient to eſtabliſh any 


particular Intelligence, he might think material for his De- 


tence ; Sir JFobn Mordaunt deſired, that his Queſtion of Ye- 


ſterday might again be propoſed to Vice-Admiral Knowles, viz, 
 Q. Does he recollect any thing relating to a Report made 


to the Admiral by Capt Preby, of his having ſpoke to a Dutch 
Maſter, who informed him, that the French had made great 
Preparations at Rochelle and St. Martin's? = 
The Vice-Admiral anſwered, that he cannot particularly 
charge his Memory, who it was that was mentioned to have 
given the Report ; but that Sir Edward Hawke did deliver in 
ſeveral Papers of Intelligence, which he had gained during 
the Paſſage; and amongſt them mention was made of the 
Enemy's having Knowledge of their Approach ; and it was 
taken for granted at the Council of War of the 25th, that the 


French had Intelligence of their Defigns z and the Deponent : 


is 
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is confirm'd in their having a Knowledge of it at Breſt, be- 
cauſe he read ſeveral Letters taken in the Emerald, the South- 
ampton's Prize, giving an Account thereof, and of what Pre- 
parations the French were making. | 
Being deſired to explain his Anſwer, whether from' the In- 
telligence he refers to, he underſtood, that the French had 
"Knowledge of any particular ObjeCt of this Expedition, or 
| Whether they apprehended fome Attempt upon their Coaſts in 
general? and whether the Preparations were confined to Breſt, 
from an Apprehenſion that the Armament might be intended 
againſt that Place, or whether they were general along the 
Coaſt ? DO | 
He ſaid, that he cannot be certain, as to the whole of the 
Intelligence ; but from thoſe particular Letters taken in the 
Emerald, he underſtood, that the French had Notice of a De- 
ſign ſomewhere upon the Coaſt, and were making Prepara- 
tions in general. , SL 
Some of the Witneſſes having mentioned Vice-Admiral 
Knowles as being preſent, when a Diſcourſe was had by Sir 
Edward Hawke, touching an Attack intended to be made 
_ upon Fort Feuras by Sea, he was defired to inform the Court, 
what he knew concerning that Intention, or the PraCticabi- 
lity of ſuch Attack : ; = 
Sir Fobn Mordaunt deſiring, that unleſs the Anſwer tended 
to make either for him, or againſt him, it might be waved, 
as it would prolong the Tryal, | 
Vice-Admiral Knowles took that Opportunity of declaring, 
that if he knew any thing againſt Sir John, he would declare 
it publickly, and not bring it out by Piece-meal ; but that he 
does not : On the contrary, he does in his Conſcience believe, 
Sir 7ohn has done every thing, that becomes an experienced 
General, to the beſt of his Judgment, for the Service of his 
King and Country, and would have done more, if it could. 
| have been done: - _ = = 
The Vice- Admiral then depoſed in Anſwer to the Queſtion, 
that after the Surrender of the Iſle of A:x, Sir Edward Hawke 
told him, the Pilot of the Ship Magnanime had offered to carry 
her in, to batter Fort Fouras ; he does not recolleft, at what 
Diſtance; theDeponent abjeCted againſt theMagnanime, as ſhe 
drew at leaſt a Foot more Water than the Barfleur, and pro- 
poſed that Ship inſtead of her, as being of greater Force, as 
well as an old Ship, and her Loſs therefore immaterial. Sir 
Edward Hawke dire&ed the Deponent to have the Barfleur 
Iightened immediately for that Purpoſe. When he returned on 
board his own Ship he direQly ſent for Captain Graves of the 
Barfleur, 
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Barfleur, and told him Sir Edward's Intention 3 the Captain 
reply'd, his Ship was on Ground, where ſhe then laid, being, 
to the beſt of his Judgment, more than five Miles diſtant from 
the Fort. He has ſince heard, that Colonel Brudenell was 
on board of her at that Time. Upon this ſeveral Ma- 
ſters, together with Pilots, were direfted to go ſounding, 
particularly the Maſter of the Barfleur, and of his own 
Ship the Neptune, On his acquainting Sir Edward Hawke 
with the ImpraCticability of getting the Barfleur in, 
and the Maſters having made their Reports of the Soundings, 
that Intention was laid afide, as impoſlible. Some Days at- 
ter, he can't be poſitive, but believes after the firſt Counci] 
of War, Sir Edward direQed the Deponent to carry in the 
two Bomb-Ketches, to try to bombard the Fort ; the De- 
nt immediately gave their Captains Orders fo to do, and 
directed the Pilot of the Magnanime to conduct the Infer- 
nal Bomb in, and the other to follow. In attempting to get 
in, the Pilot ran the [nfernal aground, where ſhe laid fome 
conſiderable Time ; two Row-Galleys, ſeeing her alone (for 
| the had outfailed the other Bomb, and was at leaſt two 
Miles from her) made to attack the {nfernal, which the De- 
ponent perceiving haftened on board, and gave a Signal.for 
all the Boats, mann'd and armed, to go to her Aſſiſtance, 
and went himſelf in the Coventry Frigate ; on which the Gal- 
leys retired, after, firing a great many Shot at the Bomb- 
Ketch—When the Ketch was on Ground ſhe was a long 
Way without the Reach of her Shells, with the greateſt Re- 
 quifite of Powder (which he knows will fly two Miles and 
_ two thirds) having thrown ſeveral, which fell greatly ſhort. 
"The Coventry, in attempting to get to the Bomb, ran on_ 

ſhore five different Times.—After the Tide had flowed, and 
the Bomb-Ketch floated, ſhe got under Sail again, and work- 
ed nearer to Fquras, as near as her Draught of Water would 
tet her, and then threw ſeveral Shells more, none of which did 
reach.—-He added, that he 1s confident, if it had been in the 
Power of Man to have got any Ship or Veſſel in for that Pur- 
Poſe, Fort Fouras would have been attacked by Sea by Or- 
der of Sir Edward Hawke : and the Deponent, in Confor- 
mity to his Commands, would have e£ffeQed it, —Likewiſe 
' in regard to a Propoſel, that has been mentioned of at« 
tacking Fouras by Land at the ſame Time it was attacked by 
Sea, as an Officer, he declares it to be impoſſible, becauſe - 
the Shot from the Ships, which miſſed, wonld have cut the 

Army behind it to Pieces. Hh 
The following Expreſſion being obſerved in the dos 
| | taken 


Im) 


taken by Vice-Admiral Knowles at the Council of War on the 


_ 25th, as by him laid before the Court Yeſterday—* Pilot 
« Neptune, a Ditch and Sluices—Priſoners Dv. and contra,” 
he was deſired to inform the Court, whether any of the Pri- 
ſoners examined at the Council of War denied the Circum- 
| Nance of a wet Ditch, or of Sluices ?—To this he anſwered, 
that ſome of the Priſoners aſſerted, that there was a wet 
Ditch all round, and ſome that. there was not ; but does 
not remember any ſaid poſitively, there were not Sluices. 

D, As his Minutes ſhew him to have been very particular 
in regard to the Proceedings of the Council of War on the 


25th, can he recolle&, whether the Import of the Memo- 


rial, giving an Account of the Diſpoſition of the French 


Troops, produced at a Cabinet Council in London, was com- 


municated to that Council of War? 
A. He cannot recolleQ. 


9. Whether Thierry was pitched upon for conduQung in 


the Bomb-Ketch, as the beſt Pilot ? 
A. Yes. | | 


9. If Thierry the Pilot had been loſt, had they any other 


| Pilot, who knew that Part of the Coaſt ? 
A, None, | | | | EAR 
SiR John MORDAUNT acquainted the Court, that he 
ſhould not trouble them with the Examination of any more 
Witneſſes, but delivered a Paper containing a few Obſerva- 
tions, which he deſired might be read. Wn 
- CoLoNnEL WOLFE being made acquainted with Lieute- 


nant Colonel Murray's Evidence; it regard to Troops ſeen on 
the Ifle of Rh# from the Poop of the Ramilies on the 23d of. 


September, which Circumſtance is not mentioned by Colonel 


Wolfe, who is ſaid to have been in Company ; as alſo im 
_ regard to Veſſels being ſeen to paſs from the Iſle of Rbz to 


the Continent, or from the Continent to the Iſland, —ſaid, 
- that he does recolle& ſeeing ſome 'Troops through Glaſles, 
and thinks likewiſe Colours ; but did not attend to the Mat- 
_ ter ſufficiently to be ſo particular, as Lieutenant Colonel 
Murray has been. | REES D, 
THEN the Paper delivered by Sir John Mordaunt was read, 
| agreeable to his Deſire, in the Words following ; 
My Lox, z | 

© Before I put a final Concluſion to the Trouble I have 
* given the Court, I hope you will excuſe my detaining you 
© a few Minutes longer; in order to make ſome Obſervati- 


* ons that have ocurred, and which I have ordered to be put 


* together, during the Courſe of my Proots. 
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© By a Queſtion aſked one of my Witneſſes by the Judge 
« Advocate, it ſeems, as if he thought, I could have called a 
© Council of War upon the 24th ; but I dare ſay it will be 
* remembered, that the Time of calling a Council of War 
was not preſcribed by my InſtruQtions, and therefore I can 
be guilty of no A of Diſobedience in calling it at that 
Time, which I thought moſt proper for obtaining the End 
Propoſed by it. It cannot have eſcaped the Court, that it 
1s proved, that the Afternoon and Evening of the 24th were 
employed in endeavouring to gain Intelligence neceſſary 
for our AQtions, or Deliberations. And the Court will 
alſo remember, that the Members of the Council of War 
were on board ſeveral Ships at many Miles diſtance from 
each other, and Colonel Howard at the Ifle of Aix ; but 
indeed Admiral Knowles has communicated to the Court 
the Difficulties, or rather the Impoſſibility, of aſſembling 
a Council that Night, if it had been wanted. 
© I recolleR, that Mr. Pitt mentioned a Circumſtance, of 
which it may be expected I ſhould take ſome Notice ; 
which was that the Paper produced by him, containing the 
Number and Employment of the French Forces, had been _ 
confirmed by ſubſequent Intelligence. 
_ © Colonel Clark too, it may be proper to obſerve, ſaid, if 
© IrecolleC it right, that ſeveral People, whom he had ſeen 
* ſince his Return, had confirmed him in the Opinion he had 
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_ © firſt formed of the State of Rochefort. 


© If Obſervations of this Kind had been propoſed by the 
Judge Advocate to have been given in Evidence, I ſhould 
© have objected to it, as improper Evidence. What Mr. Pt, 

£ alluded to, has not. been explained, nor laid before the 
Court, and, like Mr. Clert's Diſcourſe confirming his Opinion, 
15all ſubſequent to the 'Tranſaftion now under Examination ; 
It is avowedly ſubſequent to our Return, and therefore 
could never operate upon my Conduct, nor influence the 
Judgment I was by his Majeſty's InſtruQtions to form 
upon. the Spot. It ſeems therefore prepoſterous, to make 
that Evidence of Diſobedience of Orders, which mult relate 
to ſuch Opinion, as I was able to form before theſe Facts 
were known. My Judgment.can only be tried by the Proots 
on which it was formed. If the Judgment was upright up- 
on thoſe, it can never be made otherwiſe by other Proots, 
not then in my Power; beſides, the Court will alſo conſider 
the Abſurdity of admitting ſuch Evidence ; for, if the pre- 
ſent differs from that obtained upon the Spot, Intelligence 
* ſtill ſubſequent may hereafter be obtained to contradict the 
6 preſent. * Another 
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© Another neceſſary Obſervation ſeems to be, 'That the Re- 
ſolution of the Council of War of the 25th was not, That it | 
was impraQticable to land, but that ſuch an Attempt, that is, 
an Attempt to land in order to attack Reochefort according 


to the ſecond InftruQtion, was neither adviſable nor prac- 


ticable. | | | E 

© I have heard, that ſeveral Perſons have mentioned Eſca- 
lades ſucceeding during a Siege, but I am ſure this Court 
will remember, that, in all ſuch Inſtances, Surprize has 
been eſſential to the Succeſs. Oe h | 
* Capt. Clevland's Letter ſhews, that the French expeQed 
a Viſit upon their Coaſt. Indeed at Rochelle they ſeemed to 


| have had no Fears about it; they made no new Preparations 


upon that Account ; they are known to have been ſuffici- 
ently ſecure without them. _ | £0 - 

© I think I ſcarce need remind the Court, that, as it was not 
the Intention at home, that Rochefort ſhould be attacked any 


_ otherWay than by Surprize or Eſcalade, fo the Artillery, &c. 


were not deſigned for, or adapted to a regular Attack. The 
Horſes did not, in Fa&t, exceed forty. _ | | 

© 'This Court will pleaſe to remember, that the 26th, 27th, 
28th, and Part of the 29th, were employed in the Demoli- 


tion of the Works of Fort Ax, according to the InftruQti- 
ons, todemoliſh all the Works we ſhould make. ourſelves 


Maſters of. | 

< This Province was aſſigned to Admiral Knowles. How 
the Generals were employed, Major-General Cornwallis 
has juſt given an Account. _ Rn 

© I have now finiſhed the Evidence I propoſed to lay be- 


© fore the Court. TÞ hope I have anſwered every Part of the 
© Charge made againſt me. It is a very heavy Charge—A 


+ criminal Diſobedience of his Majeſty's Orders. 


© It does not he upon me to impeach the Propriety of the 
Equipment : It might be proper to be made, though it 
could not be ſucceſsful. | ARR: | 

* I did every Thing in my Power to execute faithfully the 
InſtruQtions given me ; the 'Truſt repoſed in me. | 


_ © TheCourt perceives by the Inſtruftions, that upon the Spot 
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with the Affiſtance appointed by the King for me, I was to 
judge of the Fitneſs of aQiing,—of the PraCticability of 
making the Attempt, before I put the Flower of the Briti/b 
Troops to Hazard, or riſqued the Honour of the Bri:/b 
Arms. | _ 
© The Subje& was important ; I had therefore Recourſe 

to thoſe appointed by the King to aſliſt me. £ 
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| © We could not be ignorant, that our Judgment would - 
© be unpopular; but it was our Duty to take Care that it 


© ſhould be honeſt and becoming Officers. 


_ © Upon that Judgment I fill rely ; it was formed in Pur- 
© ſuance of the Power given by the Inſtruftions, and can 
© never, I apprehend, be deemed a Diſobedience of them. 

© There have been many Inſtances of Officers tryed (per- 
© haps too for ſuppoſed Diſobedience) when the genuine 
« Complaint was, that they could not be ſucceſsful. But 
© | have this SatisfaQtion, that as my Defence reſts upon 
© the concurrent unanimous Opjnion of all the prin- 


< cipal Officers employed with me, ſo the cauſe of Com- 


£ manders in Chief tried in my Name, 1s to be determined by 
« Officers, who have Ability to diſcern the Juſtice of my 
E Caſe, and Senſibility to feel the Delicacy of it 
© With theſe Sentiments I ſubmit myſelf to the Judgment 
© of the Court,” - 
THE JUDGE ADVOCATE briefly ſubmitted to the 


Court his Opinion, that ſubſequent Confirmations of Intelli- 
\ gence, as they could not have any Influence on the Reſo- 
Jutions, when taken, are not proper Evidence; and, if any 


ſuch have appeared, in the Courle of the Proceedings, on 


_ either Side, they ought unqueſtionably to be laid out of the 


Caſe. With regard to Lieutenant Colonel Clart's Evidence, 
he does not recolle& any Mention of Information obtained by 
him, ſince his return to England, either in Confirmation, or 


 Contradiction of his former Account of Rechefort. 


But the Argument urged by Sir Fohn Mordaunt in the Res 


_ ginning of his Defence, againſt the admitting in Evidence 


_—— 


_ that Intelligence, which was Communicated to the Com» 
manders of the Expedition, at the Cabinet Council in 
England, he conceives to be without Foundation, as it is yot 


produced as Evidence to prove any particular At of Diſobe- 


 dience (the Evidence of the ſuppoſed Diſobedience in this 
| Caſe being the Notoriety of the Return to Eng/and, without 


having attempted a Deſcent) but is only introduced to ſhew 


the Practicabulity of the Enterpize ; : and it -would be. as un- 


reaſonable to ſet aſide this Intelligence, when the Queſtion 


_ turnsupon the Pradicability, as to deprive Sir Fobn Adordaunt 


of the Uſe of any Intelligence, recaved previous to their 
failing from Spethead, or of the Argument raiſed from the 


| unavoidable Detention of the Troops in the Ifle of #jgbt ; 


which Circumſtances were equally known to the Government, 
and both previous to the Orders ſignified by Mr. Secretary 


| Pitt in his Letters of the 5th and 15th of September. 


As to the Uſe endeavgured to be made of rent {Orient 
| He being 


[8% 
being permitted to remain in the InſtruQtions (though the 
Miniſtry ſeemed to have given up the Thoughts of an At- 
tack upon that Place) in order to govern the ConſtruQtion of 
the other Article of the Inſtructions, which relates to Roche- 
fort, the Latitude or Power of judging being expreſſed by 
the Word pratficable in both Articles, ——'The Judge Advo- 
cate obſerved that there is a manifeſt diſtinftion, — The 
Articler elatirig to Rechefort direQiing an Attempt with a View 
to that particular ObjeQ, 7f found prafficable ; in the other 
Cafe, Port L'Orient and Bourdeaux are recommended, as 
the moſt important ObjeQs of His Majeſty's Arms ; and it is 
Ordered that ati Attempt ſhould be made, ſucceffively, on 
both, or ether, of theſe Places, as ſhould be judged prafiicable, 
or on any other Place that ſhould be thought mo? adviſable, 
from Bourdeaux homeward to Havre: 'The Judgment of the 
 Practicability being evidently intended to be made, upon the 
Spot, by the one Article, and not ſo, by the other. 

* As to the ſeveral Arguments, which go to the ImpraQtie 
cability of a Deſcent only, he ſubmitted to the Conſideration 
_ of the Court whether they are not altogether defeated by 
the ſubſequent Reſolution of the 28th of September, whereby 
the landing is determined not only to be praCticable, but 
adviſeable, and to be made with all poſſible Diſpatch ; eſpe- 
_ cially as no material Intelligence had in the mean Time been 
gained, which ſhewed Fort. Fouras to be more aſlailable on 

the Land-ſide, than they had before Reaſon to apprehend. 

He alſo recommended an Attention to the Dates of the 
ſeveral Reſolutions and Proceedings, as nothing but what | 
was anterior to the Council of War of the 25th, and known 
at that Time to the Commanders, can be conſidered as hav- 
ing any Effect upon that Deliberation, and therefore on the 
one Hand all Troops ſeen from the Y7þer Sloop, ——the 
moſt conſiderable Number (being from 800 to a 1000) ſeen 
by Major General Conway, ——and all other Obſtacles ſub- 
| ſequent to the Date of the 25th, will be laid out of the Caſe 5 


as will on .the other Hand the Confirmation of Lieutenant _ 


Colonel Clari's Opinion, obtained from the French Engineer 
| on the 26th ; which Circumſtance alone, ſuppoſing the Re- 
ſolution taken on the 25th, of laying aſide the Deſign upon 
Rachefort, to have been juſtifiable and right, can hardly be 
| Infiſted upon as a ſufficient Motive for reviving that Con= 
fideration. 


ADJOURNED till donday, the 19th Inſtant, at Ten o'Clock 
| in the Forenoon, = 
MONDAY 
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MONDAY, ngth of DECEMBER, 1787. 
Tht CourT met according to Adjournment. _ h 
_ Some Members hearing that Admiral Sir Edward Hawke 
1s arrived in Town ſince the laſt Sitting of this Court, ex- 
preſſed a Deſire, that he ſhould be examined, as a Witneſs, 
upon this Tryal for their fuller Information ; and Doubts _ 
thereupon ariſing, whether the Evidence both on the Part 
_ of the Crown and of the Priſoner being ended, the ſaid Sir 
Edward Hawke ſhall now be examined as a Witneſs ? | 
The Matter was fully deliberated upon, and the Queſtion 
being put, it was reſolved in the Aﬀirmative, -— 
_ Ordered, "That Admiral Sir Edward Hawke be deſired to 
attend this Court To-morrow Morning at Ten o'Clock. 
Ordered, "That Lieutenant General Sir John Mordaunft 
Have Notice of the above Reſolution of the Court ; and that 
| he will be at Liberty to propoſe any Queſtions, he ſhall think 
| Proper; as likewiſe to produce any Witneſſes to obviate or 
explain any Evidence, which may ariſe from the Examina- 
_ tion of Sir Edward Hawke. . TY 
The Court peruſed and conſidered the Minutes of their 
former Proceedings, until the Hour of 'Three. = 
And then ApJouRNEdD till To-morrow Morning, Ten 
| | o*' Clock. : 
TUESDAY 20th of DECEMBER, 17157. 
The Court being met purſuant to Adjournment, 
_ ApmiRaL Sin EDwarDd HAwKE was Sworn and Queſ- 
tioned, | . | | | 
| Whether at any, and what 'Time, a Propoſal was made to 
him to lay a Ship to batter Fouras ? 
A. On the 24th of September. | 
Q. Whether he approved of that Propoſal ? 
_ A. Hedid ; the Pilot of the Magnanime was examined as 
| to the Strength of the Place, and Depth of Water near it : 
 Elated with the Succeſs of the 23d, and fond of the Mag- 
nanime, he ſaid at firſt, before Captain Mordaunt, he would 
carry her in, and deſtroy the Fort. As the Deponent had 
attentively conſidered the Shore, and was ſenſible that the 
 Magnanime, which drew more Water than ſome of our three- 
decked Ships, could not be brought near enough to batter the 
Fort, he gave the Pilot's Gaſconade Time to ſubſide ; and 
then aſked him, if he could carry a Sixty Gun Ship in againſt 
it : He anſwered her Metal was not weighty enough, as there 
were Twenty-four Pounders in the Fort. He then propoſed to 
him to lighten the Barfleur two Feet (this ſecond Converſation 
was upon the QuarterDeck, by the Intervention of a Man _ 
Fi | | vVerie 
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though Thierry was on board. 


FT - | 
verſed in fuch French, as thoſe Kinds of People ſpeak) The 


Pilot ſeemed ſome Time ſatisfied with this, and in conſe- 


quence the Deponent prepared an Order to Vice- Admiral 


Knowles, to lighten the Barfleur, and in the mean Time gave 


| him a verbal Order; who immediately went away to give 


the neceſſary DireCQtions, and to enquire into the Practicabi- 
lity of the Attempt,,— The Pilot now recolleQted himſelf, 
and declared, that, even thus lightened, the Barfleur could 
not be brought near enough ; that when ſhe could come 
neareſt at the Top of high Water, on the Ebb, ſhe muſt ſink 
in the Mud fix Feet or more, from which he could not anſwer 


| whether ſhe would riſe. - Upon Tryal afterwards, the Pilot 


could not carry a Bomb Ketch within Random Shot of the 
Fort, as Mr. Knowles informed him ; in whom, as being the 
ſecond Sea Officer in Command, he apprehends, he might 
ſafely confide for that Information. ——-The Deponent de- 


_ clares, he ſhould as readily have ordered an Attack upon Fou- 


ras, as he had done upon Aix, had it been praQticable by 
Shipping z though it was his Opinion then, and ſtill is, thaf 
an Attack on either had no Conne&ion with the principal Ob- 


je in his Majeſty's ſecret Inftruftions, unleſs the Guns from 


either of thoſe Fortjfications could have prevented the Boats 
from landing.——(There they certainly could, but not in a- 
nother Place.) The principal Motive which induced him 
to give the Order for an Attack on the Iſle of Ax, was, that 


at the Council at Lord Holderneſſe's, it was thought neceſſary | 
by ſeveral of the Council, who laid their Fingers on that 


Fort, imagining the Guns from thence could have annoyed 
the Boats in landing at the Place, which then ſeemed to 
them, from the Chart, the moſt reaſonable. But Chatelaillon 


_ afterwards appearing, on the 24th of September, to be the 


proper Landing Place (from whence, according to his Infor- 
mation, there was a good Road to Rechefort) Fouras did not, 


at that Time, appear to him of ſo great Conſequence, though 
he came readily into the Propoſal. He added, that the Pilot, 


upon Examination at the Council, appeared to him to be ve- 
ry ignorant of the Place : And even at the Attack of the Fort 
of Aix, he obſerves, that the Magnanime ſewed in the Mud, 
Q. Whether, before they went from England, any Land- 
ing-place for the 'Troops was propoſed, and by whom? _ 
A. He does not remember, that a Landing-place was talk- 


| ed of, and that it was propoſed to land the 'Troops either on 
one Side, or the other, of that ſmall Neck of Land, which 


runs up near Fouras towards Richelle ; Thierry, the Pilot, 


[ ” } 
laid, he ſuppoſed there might be a Loekua loca there, or 


thereabouts ; ſaid, as he thinks, if they could not land on one 
"Side, they oy in land on the other ; and the Deponent be- 


it i Heeves, it was farther ſaid, if they ſhou not be able to land 
= | there, that poſſibly a Landin #N place would be found upon - 
= ſounding and reconnoitring the Coaſts, ſomewhere thereabouts, 


The Deponent juſt now recolle&ts, another Place was talked 
of at the Council in London, which was from Fouras towards 
Fort la Point, where ſeemed to be a little ſandy Bay, which 
was at firſt judged to be a Landing-place; but little y ns wag 

laid upon that, for, he believes, upon conſidering 1t,, it was 
thought otherwiſe. | 

 _ Q, Whether the Place propoſed, by Thierry the Pilot, at 
the Councilin London, was reconnoitred, and Soundings made 
thereat, and whether it proved to be a Place proper for land- 
in ?, | 

;\b His Order, direted to Admiral Brodrick and the three 

Captains, was to reconnoitre the Coaſt from Point du Chi, 
near Rochelle, down to Fort Fouras, which include that Placez | 
and their Report mentions no. other Landing-place, than 
Chatelaillon. 

Q. Whether they had any other Pilots on board the Fleet, 

| - tolerably well acquainted with that Coaſt ? 

| A, They had Pilots capable of carrying Ships into the 

''Þ | Baſque Road, provided the Weather was clear, and they 

could ſee their Marks upon the Iſles of Rb# and Oleron, but 
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| had he not had thoſe Pilots, he would have ventured to car. 
ry the Fleet tito the Baſque Road himſelf ; the Chart of the 
Neptune Frangois, which 1 is well ſet down, would haye afford: | 
Þ ed Aſſiſtance therein, 
L | Q. Whether Thierry was looked upon, as a ſkilful judici- 
W | ous Pilot, and thoroughly acquainted with the Coaſt near 
Recefert ' of 
A. Thierry was looked upon to be a good Pilot for the 
Road, and for the anchoring | of Shi $ both in the Road and 
_ about, the Ifle of Aix'; but, from what Obſervations the De+ 
ponent made, ſcemed to have yery little Knowledge of the 
Shore ; believes, he never was upon every Part 6 z and 
it appeared to the Deponent at the Council in England, that 
he was not acquainted with ever 'Spot of Ground ; thinks 


the Pilot himſelf mentioned, ON V2 having been on Shore 
ſomewhere near the Fart. . 


Q. As he attended ſeveral of the Councils before he went 
upon the Expedition , was it belieyed, that Troops could be 
landed in ſmall Boats either at Chatelaillon, or near Fa ay 
under the Protection of the Sings 7 
A, He does now recolleR the Pilot ſaid, « If you Fol A 

of an 
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5 land at thoſe Places without being annoyed from the Forts 
_ F*. you will probably find a Landing-place about Chatelaillon;? 
but don't remember, that the Pilot cleared up to the Coun» 
ci], that the Frigates could come near enough to the Shore 
to protet&t the Landing. PETER: 
Q. When they came upon the Spot, did they find it poli»: 
ble to bring the Men of War near enough to the Shore ta 
| Proteft the Landing? | A i y 
A. Certainly not, Hen 
_ Q. Mention having been made by Vice-Admiral Knowles 
of the Council of War of the 25th having broke up at 13 
unfiniſhed, —At what Time did that Council of War meet, 
and how long they ſat? _ 
A. He, with Sir Fobn Mordaunt, went off the 25th early 
| In the Morning on board the Neptune, and the Reſult of that 
Council was not aQually finiſhed that Night ; they had chief. 
ly come to a Reſolution over Night, but the Reſult was 
wrote out fair, andſigned on board the Deponent's Ship the 
next Morning. _ Rn | x 
Q. What time, he imagines, it would have taken up to 
have made the whole Landing of the Troops ? 
 _ A. That at the laſt Council of War, in which it was deter= 
mined to land, he made a Propoſal to the General Officers, 
in order to ſave 'Time, that, if they approved of it, he would 
immediately order all the Tranſports as cloſe to the Shore, as 
they could poſſibly go, and the Frigates within them, at the 
Place where the Troops were to land, that they might get on 
| Shore with the greater Expedition : 'This Propoſal was ſe- 
conded by Mr. Knowles, and by the reſt of the Sea-Officers, 
but was objeCted to, principally by Major-General Conway, 
who urged, that to ſend the "Tranſports in there in the After- 
noon, would point out to the French the Place, at which they 
intended to land; he does not remember Sir Fobn Mordaunt 
| faid any thing on the SubjeCt and thence concluded, he agreed 
in Opinion with Major General Conway. The Deponent 
explained, that the Frigates were meant as a ProteQton to 
_ the Tranſports, to preſerve them from being fired, or receiv- 
ing any Injury, He remarks one other 'Thing, that although 
Landing Troops in the Night is againſt his own Opinion, as 
Men are liable to Surprize; and many Accidents, where they 
do not know the Ground, yet he ſubmitted that to the Ge- 
neral Officers, as ſuppoſing them much better Judges of it 
than himſelf, and made no Objection thereto ; but with a 
View that the greater Expedition ſhould be made in landing 
the Troops that Night, he gave Orders to the Agent of the 
FE rn V gi # | | Tranſports 


[8 ] 
Tranſports. on beard his own Quarter-deck, and to one or 


q:4 | BY two of his own Lieutenants, to go on board the Tranſports, 
3 with a poſitive Dire&tion from him, that at the Inftant 


OS EN 


'S the firſt Body of Troops was gone from the Ships, the 
BY Tranſports, ſhould get under Sail immediately, and run clofe 
S | Into the Shore, where the Troops were to land, in order that 
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the ſecond Body of Troops might be landed with much great- 
er Expedition than the firſt, 

The aforegoing Queſtion, viz. © How: long, he imagines, 
&* it would have taken up to have made the whole Landin 
& of the Troops,” being repeated with this Addition, * at 
« -7 Time, ſuppoſing 'all Circumſtances the moſt favour- 
« q e?? \ 

* The Admiral ſaid, he cannot anſwer that Queſtion with 


any Sort of Certainty ; ; they might have landed with great 


Expedition, had the Tranſports been as near, as they could 
get to the Shore. _ 
Q. Would not the Flux and Reflux of the Tide hae | 


made an Alteration in the Time of Landing ? 


A. It certainly would; it would not have taken the ſame 
Tian had the Tranſports got under Sal, and ran cloſe into 
hore | 
Q. Whether any of the Officers made a Report to him, | 
that they had delivered his Orders on board the Tranſports, 
relative to thetr getting under Sail? 
A. To the beſt of his Remembrance, they did ; the Agent 
of the Tranſports particularly, as he remembers, told him, 
that he had ; and he cannot doubt of their having been de- 


| kivered, as he gave out thoſe Orders in Perſon, (which is not 


uſual for the Admiral) on Purpoſe to give them more Force, 
and that they might be the more fully underſtood. 
Q. As the Court has been informed of Fifty-one light 


Horſe, and Forty Artillery Horſes being on board the Fleet, 


and as the Tranſports could not come near the Shore, whe- 
ther | it was practicable to diſembark the Horſe ? 
A. The Tranſports would have come within a wlerable 


Diſtance of the Shore about High-Water, but he underſtood 
_ the Horſes were to be put into the Long-boats, and towed on 


Shore ; which he apprehends would have been effeQed with- 
out any great Difficulty 5 but he knows very little of diſem- 
barking Horles, never happening to have ſeen any diſembark- 
ed. 


Q. What was his ObjeQion to attending a Council of 
- fx06 the feeder of a remeed 4 


A. Ho 


tt. oe 


A. He cattonly fay, he never was preſſed to it by Sir Fobn 


"Airdaunt ; he never did deny a Council of War to Sir Fohn 


with a View to diſtreſs him ; but when he ſaw the Troops did 
not land the Night of the 28th, and Major General Conway, 

with Colonels J/olfe and Howard, having reconnoitred the 
_- Coaſt over again on the next Day, and no Application then 
made to him to land them, he was thereby induced to write 
the Letter, he did to Sir John ; not in the leaſt doubting, they 


had good and fatisfa&tory Reaſons for it, and ſuppoſing the 


General Officers to a& with the ſame. View as himſelf, that 
of doing their Duty to the beſt of their Judgment. 


Q. ( By Sir John Mordaunt's Defire. ) Did not he, Sir John 
Mordaunt, the very Morning of the Day, on which they 


came to a Reſolution not to land, ſpeak to him about haying 
a General Council of War, and did he not return for Anſwer, 
that there was no Occaſjon for the Sea Officers, as it was a 
Land Operation oo OG | 


A. Yes; herecolleQs, it was about Noon, (when he ſpoke 


to Sir Fohn to the ſame Purpoſe, as he afterwards wrote in 
his Letter .)—=And his Reaſon for it was this, that he always 
Tooked upon it to be his Duty, as Admiral, to convoy the 
Troops to the Road of Baſque, and there, if poſſible, to find 
_ out a Landing-place for them, and, in caſe of their landing, 
to give them all the Aſſiſtance in his Power for that Purpoſe 3 
but with reſpe& to the Queſtion, ** Whether they ſhould 
&« land, or not land” (tho? he would have ſigned to any Pro- 

oſal he thought right, and would have acquieſced in any 
m_g Meaſure, yet) he conſtantly thought, it was the 

art of the Generals to determine that Queſtion by them- 
ſelves, nor ſhould he have given Sir Fohn the Anſwer he did, 


but from its being his ſincere Opinion ;—he looked upon them 


to be good and gallant Officers, and Officers of Service, and 
| therefore could not but ſuppoſe they were infinitely better 
Judges of their own buſineſs, than he could be, It was from 
the ſame Opinion of their Knowledge in their own Profeſſion, 


that he aſſented to ſigning the Reſolutions of the firſt Council 


of War, © 'That it was not practicable to take Rochefort by 
« Eſcalade,” and heat that Time expreſſed a Deſire, that 
_ the Land Officers ſhould give their Opinion by themſelves, as 
he thought it a Matter of Judgment, which merely related to 
them, and that the Sea had nothing to do with it, farther 
than telling them, they had found out a Landing-place, and 
_ vere ready to land the Troops, if they thought proper, and 
_ togive them all the Aſſiſtance in their Power. —When the 
Deponent mentioned this, Major General Conway ſaid, as he 
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_ © yerfiembers, © Why really Iam of Opinion, as Sir £4. 
'« ward Hawke ſays, it is a Matter of Opinion of our own ;'* 


but in Confidence of the Abilities of the Generals, he ne- 
vertheleſs acquieſced in their Opinion, of the Imprattica- 


bility of taking Rochefort by ari Eſcalade of Storm ; how- 
. ever, though he aſlented to the not landing upori that Foot- 


ing, he did not give it as his Opinion, that the Troops 


ſhould not land at all, for any other Attempt; which the 
General Officers ſhould find proper and expedietit for the 


Service z on the contrary, he then urged the Neceſſity, there 


| appeared to him, of doing ſomething agreeable to the King's 


InſtruCtions. 
Sis John MORDAUNT being aſked, whether he had any 
ſtion to propoſe to the Admiral ; or any other Matter 
to offer, anſwered, That he had nothing farther to trouble 
the Court with —that he felt himſelf quite happy in having 
gone through a publick Trial, and before ſuch Judges, 


Taz COURT having duly weighed and 
conſidered the whole Matter before them, is una- 
 nimouſly of Opinion, that the Priſoner Lieute- 


nant General Sir Fohn Mordaunt is NOT 
GUILTY of the Charge exhibited againſt 


him, and doth therefore ACQUIT him. 


TYRAWLY, 
A. True Copy. 


 __ CranLes GouLD, 
Deputy Judge Advocate General. 


Bretuch, Statute Miles by to aDagme . | 
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